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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 19

(Regarding) one who has sexual relations with a married
woman - if he comes to inquire how to do penance... if it
is winter when he comes to inquire and there is ice on
the river, if he wishes, he should break the ice and sit in
the water up to his mouth or nose for the same amount
of time from when he (first) spoke to (the woman) about
the sin until its completion. And so he should do
regularly, as long as there is ice. And in the summer, he
should sit in the sand where there are ants and [allow it
to] cover his mouth; or in a vessel where the ants are.
And afterwards, he should have a different vessel full of
water to wash (himself) in. And if at that time it is a
season without either of these, he should fast and eat
only bread and water in the evening...
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(Regarding) one who has sexual relations with a non-  nAX ayd 95X Hya Ok IMOW IR NPRAIR SVIaw 7
Jewish woman or a slave woman - if he did it even once, 07°2 X7 oKX ROV 2991X7 O 77 29 awhw oo
he should fast for three consecutive days, night and day, 2°1° '3 2ONYD N XN ORY 203w '3 WY 10 9902 R
not eat during the day nor during the night, for three A9 7 DAR T2 MY '
years. If he should prefer (to do this) three times, for
three days and nights, within the same year, it is enough.
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Maimonides, Laws of Teshuvah 2:2 (sefaria translation)

What constitutes teshuvah? That a sinner should
abandon his sins and remove them from his thoughts,
resolving in his heart, never to commit them again as
(Isaiah 55:7) states "May the wicked abandon his
ways...." Similarly, he must regret the past as (Jeremiah
31:18) states: "After | returned, | regretted."
[He must reach the level where] He who knows the
hidden will testify concerning him that he will never
return to this sin again as (Hoshea 14:4) states: "We will
no longer say to the work of our hands: 'You are our
gods.”” He must verbally confess and state these matters
which he resolved in his heart.
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 37

‘Teshuvah’ is written four times in the passage “You
stand” (Deut. 29:9) to denote four forms of teshuvah:
Teshuvah Ha-Ba’ah (the repentance of opportunity);
Teshuvat Ha-Katuv (biblically prescribed repentance);
Teshuvat Ha-Geder (preventative repentance); Teshuvat
Ha-Mishkal (penance of correspondence).

Teshuvah Ha-Ba’ah means that if the same transgression
presents itself, he prevents himself from doing it again.
Teshuvat Ha-Katuv [is that] he is stringent and does to
himself the penalty that is written in the Torah. Teshuvat
Ha-Geder means that he circumscribes himself from all
things that bring him to [commit] the transgression with
which he sinned. Teshuvat Ha-Mishkal [is that] he inflicts
upon himself pain equivalent to the pleasure of the
transgression.
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Babylonian Talmud Yoma 86b (Soncino translation)

How is one proved a repentant sinner? Rab Judah said: If
the object which caused his original
transgression comes before him on two occasions, and
he keeps away from it. Rab Judah indicated:
With the same woman, at the same time, in the same
place.
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 38

And the teacher (moreh) will first ask him if he regrets
[his actions]; if he says yes, if it is a sin [concerning] a
woman, he will first say: “If you regret [your actions], you
should distance yourself from that woman, from seeing
her and from speaking with her, for one year. If you do
this and [are able to] withstand it, then | will give you
things [to do] to remove your sin. For sin cannot
disappear without injury, as it is stated (Is. 6:7): ‘Behold!
This hath touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.”

n"7? ‘o ,(xn19) n*1T'ON 190

TV OR 12 AR OX VNN OR 739°70 17 YRWS 77
P77 9 WO ADR UINNA OR 79070 17 R R WK
TWYN OR DR TIW TRY 727971 TNIRTYA OWR ONIRD
TV PRY TNV P0AY 0°927 7 KR IR 372 TNV T
TN 701 TTROW DY AT YAl 71T MRIY Pl X9 10
X? 171 DINR NIT9D % N AR R 991N TIRLM
AW KROR TN PRY 1D PPRTI PR MwY? 90

.30 WY 1RYNN



The technique of penitence was developed into a vast and elaborate system until it became one of
the cornerstones of true Hasiduth. It is important to realize that previously an elaborate casuistry
of penitential acts corresponding to every conceivable degree of transgression had been almost
unknown among Jews... Here we are again undoubtedly faced with the after-effects of Christian
influence. The whole system of penitence, particularly in the codified form given to it by Eleazar of
Worms in several of his writings, closely corresponds to the practices prescribed by the early
mediaeval Church in its literature on the subject, the “penitentiary books”... Authority could easily
be ascribed to them by pointing to some scattered analogies in the older Jewish literature, In this
manner, it became possible to justify the adoption of a whole system of penitence...

Gershom Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, p. 104-105
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Even if all of the details in the Hebrew texts resembled those in Christian penitentials, which, on
Baer's own admission, they do not, parallels would not explain the emergence of German-Jewish
penitence in the twelfth century Rhineland. The missing element in Baer's thesis of Christian
influence is that the specific time and place of the Jewish system of atonement are not accounted
for by an explanatory factor which is not specific. For Christian penitentials existed for hundreds of
years prior to the mid-twelfth century and not only in the Rhineland, but all over Christendom. Yet,
German Hasidism appeared only in the twelfth-century Rhineland. Without more data, Baer's thesis
on this point remains undocumented, however appealing it may be.

PIETY AND SOCIETY

Ivan Marcus, Piety and Society, p. 150 n. 54



Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 38

One who has sexual relations with a married woman
[must] refrain from all pleasures that come from a
woman other than his [own] wife...

And so our Sages said: Exile atones for half of a sin... And
the exile is one that he undertook willingly, like Cain, as it
says in [Tractate] Berakhot... and like Judah, who caused
[his brothers] to sell Joseph, and his father was
distraught, and Judah exiled himself from his brothers.
And because he accepted upon himself exile more than
his brothers, he merited becoming “His holy one”
(Psalms 114:2).
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 38

And the teacher (moreh) will first ask him if he regrets
[his actions]; if he says yes, if it is a sin [concerning] a
woman, he will first say: “If you regret [your actions], you
should distance yourself from that woman, from seeing
her and from speaking with her, for one year. If you do
this and [are able to] withstand it, then | will give you
things [to do] to remove your sin. For sin cannot
disappear without injury, as it is stated (Is. 6:7): ‘Behold!
This hath touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.”
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 38

Let not one invoke [against this practice, the rabbinic
maxim] 'One is impertinent [to God] by telling his sins [to
others]'; how, then, can | tell [my sins] to a Sage?" It is
written, "He that covers his transgressions shall not
prosper" (Proverbs 28: 13); and it is [also] written,
"...happy is he whose sin is covered (lit., "forgiven"),
whose sin is pardoned" (Psalms 32: 1). [There is no
contradiction, because] when it says "He that covers his
transgressions shall not prosper," it means that one must
not rely on one's own wisdom; but it is beneficial for him
to reveal (his sins) to a discreet Sage so that he will tell
him which penance (teshuvah) will lead him onto the
path to the next world.
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Sefer Hasidim (Bologna), no. 21

The Hasidim of old, when they would sin, would write
their transgressions in a missive in order to confess their
sins and in order to remember and regret and do
penance. For one who remembers his transgressions
[knows] that in the future he will [be called to] account
for them, to do penance, and therefore it is good to
write them [down]... but he should write them with
hints, so that no person will find (i.e. reveal) them.

When (the Rabbis) said, "One is impertinent (to God) by
telling his sins [to others]," it means that one should not
tell them to everyone. But if he tells them to a Sage so
that the latter will instruct him what to do [and] how to
do penance, it is permitted.

X"> ‘o ,(n1a1712) orT'ON 190

I'NWD DAY NNARD D'ANID I'N DIYRIN D'T'oN
VINN'1 DT 'TDI DNXLN 7V NITINN? 'O O'RLVIN
|'T N7 T'NY XINY 'MW DITY 1910 DAIYN nwy'
X ...DANDYT 210 3'971 NAIYN QYWY DNV [1awnl

DTN DIY DR¥N' X7W DAND' TAN]

707 TANY INT A'RVUN YNIDT [KN 9IXN NNAXRY NNl
TAX YNXI 2T DTX? T2an7 2NN 728 XN WX
A7 "' 1D 1'Mnivn



Hilkhot Teshuvah of R. Eleazar b. Judah “the Rokeah”

The Gaon also wrote:

There is a person whose evil impulse drives him to sin,
and after he has sinned, he is too ashamed to approach
a Sage to be instructed what (penance) to perform
(concerning) his transgression and how to make
atonement. Therefore, a person who is motivated to
atone completely for the sin he committed should
consult this tract, and he will find penances which
correspond to the way he sinned. He will (then) not have
to shame himself by approaching a Sage to be instructed
which (penance) to do.
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