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Can Torah Learning Change our Character? Talmud Torah and Limmud Musar
With Sarah Zager

| Talmud Torah as the Basis of Limmud Musar in R. Israel Salanter
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Every Jewish man is obligated in studying
Torah, whether poor or rich, whether
completely healthy or suffering, whether
young or very old. Even a poor man who
frequents doorways (to beg) and even one
with a wife and children is obligated to set a
time for himself to study Torah, by day or by
night, as it says, "And you shall meditate in it
day and night."

Gloss: And in a pressing time, even if he only
read Shema in the morning or evening, it is
called "It shall not be moved..."

WY 1Y 2 NN TN 2N IR UR D
2ITA [7T 271N 2 0NI0 YA 19132 DY
D221 NWX 7v2 17'9X D'NNO9N 7V ATNnN 1y "ox
INNIY 07721 DI DN TINYNY At 17 yiap? arn
N7'71 0N 12 NNl

NNY WP 71 K X7 17'9X PNTN NYWAL :D7AN
N 217 7'9N 1IWIN' X7 NI

Or Yisrael 6

I 7R IR

Limmud Musar is an obligation for all people,
and especially for a person who is busy
[tarud] with his work. A person suffers from a
great illness with respect to service of the
Holy Blessed One, and it is not easy to make
use of the cure of Limmud Musar; one needs
a very strong treatment in order to cure such
a significant illness.
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My dear friend! | have thought and judged...
that Limmud Musar is not like other kinds of
study. There is no other kind of study whose
obligation extends to all people. Women are
exempt from Talmud Torah, and there is also
ample room to exempt those who are
downtrodden from their work, and who are
not of sound mind because of their horrible
occupations, God forbid—each person can be
exempted from his obligation according to his
situation. And one case is not like another.
And as a person’s condition improves, so his
obligation grows; and may this increase.
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These are the structures of the paths of
Musar, which is a shining light....we are
walking in the dark following our contemptible
and debased bodily desires— how can we
not speculate about the deeds that bring us
close to this kind of study, to make for it
strong foundations so that it will not crumble,
so that no harm will come to it, God forbid? In
order to allow this lofty idea to find rest, it is
quite right that it should be strengthened by
nails that are planted—setting aside specific
times for it, each day between the afternoon
and evening prayers.
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And a person will strengthen his fellow, and
he will be eager to use strategies to that this
time [set aside for Musar study] will be proper
for him, with no deficiency. And if a person
should be absent, or if Satan should take him
away from [his study], God forbid, then the
matter should be investigated, to ask for
advice and strategies about how to mollify the
foolishness and stupidity of his heart with soft
words, each person according to his way and
his intellect. And in this way, he will entrench
his moral foundations with a strong stake.
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II: Talmud Torah and Limmud Musar as Mutually Reinforcing—der Alter fun Kelm
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And the crucial thing is to try to study Musar
with intellect and knowledge—and in-depth
study of halakhah [ha-iyun b’limmud
halakhah] is very appropriate for looking deep
into Musar. And afterwards, in-depth study of
Musar is appropriate for halakhah. And when
he joins them together, he is raised up as an
example of the verse: ‘knowledge of wisdom
and Musar’ (Prov. 1:7), and we interpret this
as meaning wisdom and Musar together
specifically.
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And lest the judge say ‘What do | have to do
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with all this suffering?’ And it says ‘He is with
you when you pass judgment’ (Il Chron.
19:6). A judge has only what his eyes see.
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And it is said: since it is known that the Torah
is not already decided in heaven, but instead
it is handed over to the wise ones of the
generation, who dwell on the earth, to set the
holidays, to decide kritot and capital cases,
and everything that comes before an earthly
court. And in order to [determine] the
halakhah of daily life as decided in heaven, ‘a
judge has only what his eyes see.’

And so a judge must first make himself full in
his character, and then, he will not be partial,
and then ‘a judge has only what his eyes
see,” when he has eyes to see. This is not the
case [he will not have eyes to see] when he
has not made himself full in his character;
then, he will not be suitable to be a judge.

And even if he happens to find the truth, his
Torah is not Torah at all, because Torah is
not decided in heaven, as it is written ‘it is not
in heaven’ (Deut. 30:12).

And this is what they said: ‘If the teacher is
similar to an angel of the Lord of Hosts, seek
Torah from his mouth, and if not do not seek
it' (B. Hagigah 16b).

We interpret: Because his Torah is not Torah.
And this is their interpretation: ‘This is the
punishment of a liar: that no one listens to
him’ (B. Sanhedrin 89b).

And we interpret this: Because his truth is not
truth, because his Torah is not Torah. And
may the merciful one mercy on us, so that will
have a portion in his holy Torah, which means
that we will prepare ourselves with the
character needed to acquire Torah. And then
his Torah will be Torah and he will have a
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portion in it.




