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I. Cogs in the Machine?
1. R’ Shlomo Kluger (d. 1869, Galicia), Moda’a le-Beit Yisrael, page 3
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And behold the reason to prohibit [matzah made with machine], first and foremost, is that it is
not within the acceptable bounds of behavior and ethics to steal from the poor, who look to
[selling handmade matzah for revenue], for out of the service provided through these matzot
they acquire much support for the many Pesach expenses for our people...for the poor look to
this to earn money for Pesach. As well, some middle-income individuals don’t get ma’ot hittin,
which is the custom of Israel and which has its roots among the earlier sages. Therefore [the
poor] sustain themselves through whatever they earn by assisting with matzot. This will not be
the case if this [practice] is also annulled; it will be like the nullification of the mitzvah of
tzedakah and ma’ot hittin.

2. R’ Yosef Shaul Nathanson (d. 1875, Poland), Bittul Moda’a, p. 5
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Here, however, the main thing is to bake matzot in order to fulfill the obligation of matzah, and
how does this pertain to the poor? And if one’s household is numerous, does this really mean
that he may not bake matzot without the poor helping?

3. Zivchei Tzedek (Abdallah Somekh, d. 1889, Baghdad), Ha-Hadashot §26 [trans.
adapted from Zvi Zohar, Rabbinic Creativity in the Modern Middle East, 25-6]
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Question: Does one go into mourning [because of a death notice] transmitted by telegram?
Answer: The Panim Me'irot (Meir Eisenstadt, d. 1744, Austria) brings clear evidence from the
Shulchan Aruch regarding a situation where a certain [gentile] merchant writes that [the
recipient’s] brother has died, that one is not obligated to begin mourning. If the gentile
merchant had told him face-to-face it would be valid; nevertheless, a letter is not valid unless he
knows that it was written by a Jew....

...[Furthermore,] there is a great financial cost to writing a telegraph and we do not fear
that [a person would send false information] for this purpose. As well, it is unthinkable that the
person in charge of the telegraph would not investigate the sender’s identity. For he would not
write a telegram in the name of any person in the world unless he is absolutely sure that the
sender is indeed the person named, and he also demands from him proof of identity before
writing his name. For were this not the case, people would not be able to survive. For it is an
everyday event in every city that money is withdrawn by telegram. And if so, a poor man would
come dressed in important clothes, pretending to be a wealthy and well-known gentleman, and
he could write a telegram to another city to the partners of that same wealthy man and receive
whatever he wanted, thereby earning many thousands of golden dinars.

Also, the telegram is used every day to appoint kings and depose them; several times it
has occurred in our city that our great minister has been dismissed by telegram. And if there is
any chance that it could be forged, then chaos would result, for some lazy person could go to
the telegraph office and present himself as a messenger of the king and in that way depose
great ministers from their positions. Rather it is simple and known that it is completely
impossible to fake a signature on the telegraph, for so was it made secure from the very
beginning at the counsel of the great kings. Therefore, the person in charge of the telegraph is
obligated, before sending the telegram, to investigate thoroughly until he is convinced that the
person is indeed who he claims to be. And that being the case, it is as though the Jew signed on
the telegram is himself testifying before us.

Il. Torah, Work, or Both?

4. Mekhilta, Beshalach §2
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R’ Yehoshua says: if a person learns two halakhot in the morning and two in the evening and
does work during the day, it is as though they have fulfilled the entire Torah. From here, R’
Shimon bar Yohai used to say: the Torah was only give to those who have manna to eat. For how
can a person sick and interpret without knowing from where their food and drink will arrive, or
from where they will get clothes and coverings. The Torah was only given to those who eat
manna.

5. Mishnah Kiddushin 4:14
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Anyone who works with women professionally should not be secluded with women. A person
should not teach their son a “woman’s trade.” Rabbi Meir says: a person should always teach
their son a clean and simple craft and should pray to the One to whom wealth and property
belongs, since there is no craft that does not contain both poverty and riches; for neither
poverty nor wealth is from craftwork, but rather all is according to one’s merit. Rabbi Shimon
ben Eleazar says: have you ever seen an animal or bird with a craft? And yet they sustain
themselves without difficulty. But these were only created to serve me, whereas | was created
to serve my Creator—[so] shouldn’t | be able to sustain myself without difficulty? Rather, | have
done wicked acts and have lost my livelihood...Rabbi Nehorai says: | set aside all the trades in
the world and | teach my son only Torah, for a person partakes of its reward in this world and
yet the principal reward remains in the World to Come. Other trades are not like this. If a person
comes to beill, or old, or suffering, and is unable to be involved in his trade, they die of hunger.
But the Torah is not so; rather, it preserves a person from all evil in their youth, and provides
them with a future and hope in their old age.

6. Mishnah Megillah 1:3
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What is considered a large city? Any place that has ten idlers. Less than that, it is a village.



7. Maimonides, Guide to the Perplexed, 111:27

The Law as a whole aims at two things: the welfare of the soul and the welfare of the body. As
for the welfare of the soul, it consists in the multitude’s acquiring correct opinions
corresponding to their respective capacity...As for the welfare of the body, it comes about by
the improvement of their ways of living one with another. This is achieved through two things.
One of them is the abolition of their wronging each other. This is tantamount to every individual
among the people not being permitted to act according to his will and up to the limits of his
power, but being forced to do that which is useful to the whole. The second thing consists in the
acquisition by every human individual of moral qualities that are useful for life in society so that
the affairs of the city may be ordered. Know that as between these two aims, one is indubitably
greater in nobility, namely, the welfare of the soul—I mean the procuring of correct
opinions—while the second aim—I mean the welfare of the body—is prior in nature and
time...The first aim can only be achieved after achieving this second one.

8. Mishnah Avot 3:21
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If there is no flour, there is no Torah. If there is no Torah, there is no flour.
9. Talmud Bavli Niddah 70b
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What should a person do to become wealthy? [Rabbi Yehoshua said] to them : a person
increase sales and transact honestly. They said to him: many have done this and it has not
helped. [Rabbi Yehoshua replied:] rather, a person should ask for mercy from the One to whom
wealth belongs, as it says, “Mine is the silver and mine is the gold” (Haggai 2:8).



