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(1) Bamidbar 25:1-15

ni1a 78 NiaT? Dyn 70 0rewa XYt ag (K)
2aNin

1INAY!L DY 728 ['07) 'NAT7 DY K7L (2)
NG

YR IR O NIV WY IR TRt (3)
DY 'YK 72 DR Nz nYn 7 izt e ()

It ON |iND 2Y!) Ui T3] P17 DX Y|
Y

I'YIX UKD 7RI 1YY 7R ngin Nl ()
DX DN 78 207 N2 7 an W anl (1)
MY 2 NTY 72 1YY AYn Y7 nTen
STYin 70X NN9 0'22 ANl

AN D2 D20 DR [2TY7R 2 0D XYL (T)
AT N N DTV

NPT NAFD 7 7Y WDKK ()
AN 78 NYRD NX| 7MIY! UK DX DY
7y 12 7yn noann ¥ynI

9 197X DIYYI NY2AIN 19392 DDA 1l (V)

oni's nv19

NN nYn 7y i 2T (1)

NX Q'Y [0 DX |2 TY7X 2 0NY'9 (XY)

N71 D2INQ 'MNIP N X372 78! 12 7un ‘DN
IMXIPA KW A DR MY

:0i7¢ MM N 7 N1 0 My P ()

NNR D71V MIN2 N2 MDX IVITH i7 il (a)
XY 2 7Y 192! TR KA UK

MVNY7 AR N NKYY RI70 2 NT

YN X N2 1272 NDITAD 12D NYRD DY) (10)
9 ININ ['TNA AX N2 NiNX

1 While Israel was staying at Shittim, the people
profaned themselves by whoring with the Moabite
women, 2 who invited the people to the sacrifices
for their god. The people partook of them and
worshiped that god. 3 Thus Israel attached itself to
Baal-peor, and the LORD was incensed with
Israel. 4 The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the
ringleaders and have them publicly impaled before
the LORD, so that the LORD’s wrath may turn
away from Israel.” 5 So Moses said to Israel’s
officials, “Each of you slay those of his men who
attached themselves to Baal-peor.” 6 Just then
one of the Israelites came and brought a Midianite
woman over to his companions, in the sight of
Moses and of the whole Israelite community who
were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting. 7 When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of
Aaron the priest, saw this, he left the assembly
and, taking a spear in his hand, 8 he followed the
Israelite into the chamber and stabbed both of
them, the Israelite and the woman, through the
belly. Then the plague against the Israelites was
checked. 9 Those who died of the plague
numbered twenty-four thousand. Pinchas 10 The
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 11 “Phinehas, son
of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, has turned
back My wrath from the Israelites by displaying
among them his passion for Me, so that | did not
wipe out the Israelite people in My passion. 12
Say, therefore, ‘I grant him My pact of friendship.
13 It shall be for him and his descendants after
him a pact of priesthood for all time, because he
took impassioned action for his God, thus making
expiation for the Israelites.”” 14 The name of the
Israelite who was killed, the one who was killed
with the Midianite woman, was Zimri son of Salu,
chieftain of a Simeonite ancestral house. 15 The
name of the Midianite woman who was killed was
Cozbi daughter of Zur; he was the tribal head of
an ancestral house in Midian.
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(2) Targum (Pseudo) Jonathan + Keter Yonatan (Hebrew transl)

The Lord said to Moses, take all the 75 nx Np nwn? 'nnre (1) | 72 nrao nwn Nk (T)

heads of the people and appoint them as
judges and let them judge the people who
strayed after Peor be judged for
execution, and hang them before the
Word of God on a tree/stake against the
sun, at sunrise, and at sunset take them
down and bury them, and the strength of
God’s anger will turn away from Israel.
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(3) Rabbenu Bachya Bemidbar 25:4, 6

Take all the heads of the people and have them impaled” -
This command was not to execute the leaders of the
people, rather the ones who were attached [to Peor] at a
convening of the leaders. And this is as Onkelos
translated, “and judge and execute those who are liable for
execution,” and he did not translate “and execute them.”
And so it stated ate the golden calf, “Moses said to the
judges of Israel, kill each man his men.” And “the judges of
Israel” are “the leaders of the people.” Even though the
text does not specify that the judges did so, since God
commanded Moses, and Moses the judges, it is implied
that they did so. Or perhaps one can say that they did not
have a chance to do so before Pinchas rose up and did this
deed suddenly and with great alacrity,and immediately “the
plague stopped.”

The people of Israel were crying because of the plague, for
the anger of God started against them. And our Rabbis
expounded, that they were crying because the halachah
was hidden from Moses...
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(4) Abarbanel Bamidbar 25

What seems right to me is that God, when he saw the
great sin done in Israel in public, and that the leaders
of the people and its officers were not stopping it and
not rebuking or punishing the sinners, God said to
Moses, it is appropriate to make a large judgment over
this, not only for those who attached to Baal Peor but
for all the leaders of Israel, among whom and before
whose eyes it was done, and no one paid mind. And
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as if by way of advice God said to Moses, if you want
to save Israel from total destruction, take all the
leaders of the people and impale them before God,
that is to say, that he would plant the sword in their
bellies and kill them in public just as they sinned in
public. And if you do this with the leaders, God’s
anger will turn back from Israel and God will not punish
or destroy the entire community in a moment. And
when Moses understood that God’s intent was not for
him to kill the leaders of the people because they were
attached to Baal Peor, rather because they did not
carry out justice against the sinners and the rebels,
Moses said to those leaders: Kill each man the people
in his family and among his servants who are attached
to Baal Peor, and stop being negligent in the matter of
judgment, less the anger be directed at you. So it is
explained that Moses n”y did not violate God’s
command. What is “and impale them” - from there
Pinchas deduced to kill that one with a spear. . . .

But Ramba’n wrote by way of the straightforward
(peshat) explanation that the leaders of the people
gathered at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and
were motivated to carry out God’s command with their
men. And at that time Zimri came with the Midianite
and Pinchas came after them and skewered them and
the plague stopped. And the judges did not judge any
more sinners, because the matter of Pinchas saved
them from death, and there were many of the sinners
left alive who were destroyed later. . . . So all the
leaders did justice among their men, except for one
who did not do justice among his men, but instead he
himself came and brought a Midianite before his
brothers and before Moses and before the whole
community, when they were all crying at the opening of
the Tent of Meeting, and praying to God that God
would not spill out on them God’s anger. And that
unbounded person was not daunted by the crying of
the people and he did not fear God and shame did not
come over his face before Moses and the other
princes who were removing the evil from their midst.
And in that public crowd he had relations with the
Midianite. And since he was the leader of the tribe of
Simon he permitted all his tribesmen to do the same.
And when Pinchas saw this, even though he was not
trained for war, . . . and his spear stabbed them both
in the belly... with this action the plague stopped from
Israel, because 24,000 had already died, mostly from
the tribe of Shimon . . . and those who clung to their
God stayed alive, because the plague was not a
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communicable disease, rather a direct punishment
and divine justice.
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(5) Or Ha-Chaim Bamidbar 25:4

“And the anger will subside” - It was necessary to turn away
the anger even after doing justice, since the earthly court
only execute those who act with withesses and warning,
and if God were to do justice God would smite also those
who acted without witnesses or without warning. And when
the destructive force goes out it also destroys those who
think bad thoughts. Therefore he told them to do justice
and therefore God’s anger would turn back, so as not to
destroy those who served [Peor] without witnesses, and
they could repent and live.
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(6) Meshech Chochmah 25:5

Behold at the golden calf Moses commanded the tribe of
Levi that they should kill “each man his fellow.” Not so at
Baal Peor. Because by then [the Levites] were already
sanctified to God for the service of the Tabernacle. And if
they would act zealously against those who worshipped
Baal they would be like interested parties, and people
would say that they acted in their own interests, because
if there is no Temple then there is no Levi and priest.
And there would be no sanctification of God’s name from
this. Not so with the golden calf, because at that point
their status was like the rest of the people, and everyone
said they acted only for the sake of heaven... And it
makes sense that because of this, Pinchas, who was not
made a priest, his kin were priests and he was not. If so,
his natural feeling would desire that the rank of priest
should be cancelled. Therefore, his action was for the
sake of heaven. And this is why the verse says “who
was zealous for his God.” - for God’s sake only.

MN'Y 17 VY TN NYN DIX 72p2 NNl
DT ™ ,2%7 nimw) "I INR DR WK
72D TR ' ,11Y9 72p11 P X7 (0 A%

DNI .DYNN NTIAY?I AN DW7 1Y TRIN
MNX'Y ,0'YAID NN 70520 Tava 1IN
|'R UTPN 'R DXY L] D'YIY DAYV 1YY
[2 X7 .nTn DU WIT' DY N7 ND17
251N1,0VN IXWD DN7VNA I'N TRY ,72v2
DNQT) MNINDILIID DAY DW7 0T NNX
DN K7 LR MR? mikn" (0,27
LDEnMR N D (VT X7 112 DN
,|N2MN1 K7W 0N191 ,NT DIYNY DN
DND I'NRY ,NNKX DX K71 NINM nRNl
'YA0N YAnn D OKI .[NDN] XY RINI

[27 ,NINd Nyn 20an' YUK yION!

AKX YR NTE.DMY DY7 NN Nty
mwa - "rpR? Xap wr" (ar,nd 7nY)
.T272 ane

(7) Sanhedrin 81b, 82a-b

MISHNA: With regard to one who steals a kasva, and one who
curses with a sorcerer, and one who engages in intercourse with

an Aramean woman, zealots strike him and kill him.
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Rav Hisda says: Concerning one who comes to consult with the
court when he sees a Jewish man engaging in intercourse with a
gentile woman, the court does not instruct him that it is permitted to
kill the transgressor. It was also stated that Rabba bar bar Hana
says that Rabbi Yohanan says: Concerning one who comes to
consult with the court, the court does not instruct him . ..
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Moreover, if Zimri son of Salu (see Numbers 25:1-9) had separated
himself from the woman and only then Pinehas killed him, Pinehas
would have been executed for killing him, because it is permitted for
zealots to kill only while the transgressor is engaged in the act of
intercourse. Furthermore, if Zimri would have turned and killed
Pinehas in self-defense, he would not have been executed for
killing him, as Pinehas was a pursuer. One is allowed to kill a
pursuer in self-defense, provided that the pursued is not liable to be
executed by the court.
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It is stated: “And Moses said to the judges of Israel: Each of you
shall slay his men who have adhered unto Ba’al-Peor” (Numbers
25:5). The tribe of Simeon went to Zimri, son of Salu, their leader,
and said to him: They are judging cases of capital law and
executing us and you are sitting and are silent? What did Zimri
do? He arose and gathered twenty-four thousand people from the
children of Israel, and went to Cozbi, daughter of Zur, princess of
Midian, and said to her: Submit to me and engage in intercourse
with me. She said to him: | am the daughter of a king, and this is
what my father commanded me: Submit only to the greatest of
them. Zimri said to her: He, too, referring to himself, is the head of
a tribe; moreover, he is greater than Moses, as he is the second
of the womb, as he descends from Simeon, the second son of
Jacob, and Moses is the third of the womb, as he descends from
Levi, the third son of Jacob.

He seized her by her forelock and brought her before Moses.
Zimri said to Moses: Son of Amram, is this woman forbidden or
permitted? And if you say that she is forbidden, as for the
daughter of Yitro to whom you are married, who permitted her to
you? The halakha with regard to the proper course of action when
encountering a Jewish man engaging in intercourse with a gentile
woman eluded Moses. All of the members of the Sanhedrin bawled
in their weeping, and that is the meaning of that which is written:
“And they are crying at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting”
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(Numbers 25:6).

And it is written thereafter: “And Pinehas, son of Elazar, son of
Aaron the priest, saw and arose from the midst of the congregation
and took a spear in his hand” (Numbers 25:7).

The Gemara asks: What did Pinehas see that led him to arise and
take action? Rav says: He saw the incident taking place before him
and he remembered the halakha. He said to Moses: Brother of
the father of my father, as Moses was the brother of his grandfather
Aaron, did you not teach me this during your descent from
Mount Sinai: One who engages in intercourse with a gentile
woman, zealots strike him? Moses said to him: Let the one who
reads the letter be the agent [parvanka] to fulfill its contents.

And Shmuel says: Pinehas saw and considered the meaning of the
verse: “There is neither wisdom nor understanding nor counsel
against the Lord” (Proverbs 21:30), which the Sages interpreted to
mean: Anywhere that there is desecration of the Lord’s name,
one does not show respect to the teacher. In those situations, one
need not consult his teacher, but must immediately proceed to right
the wrong that is transpiring. Therefore, he took the spear and took
immediate action. Rabbi Yitzhak says that Rabbi Eliezer says: He
saw that an angel came and destroyed among the people in
punishment for the sin of Zimri, and he realized that he must take
immediate action to ameliorate the situation.
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It is written with regard to Pinehas: “He arose from amidst the
assembly and he took a spear in his hand” (Numbers 25:7). From
here, where it is written that he took the spear only after he arose
from the assembly, it is derived that one does not enter the study
hall with a weapon. The assembly in this context is referring to the
seat of the Sanhedrin. Pinehas removed the blade of the spear and
placed it in his garment [be’unkalo] and held the shaft of the spear
like a walking stick, and he was

82b

-walking, leaning on his walking stick, the shaft of the spear. And
once he reached the tribe of Simeon he said: Where did we find
that the tribe of Levi is greater than that of Simeon? If all the
members of your tribe submit to the temptation of the women of
Moab, | may do so as well. After hearing that statement, the members
of the tribe of Simeon said: Allow him to enter; like us, he too is
entering to attend to his needs and engage in intercourse with the
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Moabite women. They rejoiced and said: Apparently, the pious and
God-fearing have permitted this matter, as Pinehas is one of them.

Rabbi Yohanan says: Six miracles were performed for Pinehas
when he killed Zimri. One is that Zimri should have separated
himself from Cozbi, and he did not separate himself. Had he done
so, it would have been prohibited for Pinehas to kill him. And one is
that Zimri should have spoken and alerted the members of his tribe
to come to his assistance, and he did not speak. And one is that
Pinehas directed the spear precisely to the male genitals of Zimri
and to the female genitals of Cozbi so that the reason that he killed
them would be evident. And one is that Zimri and Cozbi did not fall
from the spear. And one is that an angel came and raised the
lintel of that chamber so that Pinehas could emerge holding them
aloft on the spear. And one is that an angel came and caused
destruction among the people, distracting them from interfering
with the actions of Pinehas.
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Pinehas came and slammed them on the ground before the
Omnipresent and said before Him: Master of the Universe, will
twenty-four thousand of the children of Israel fall due to these
sinners? As it is stated: “And those that died in the plague were
twenty-four thousand” (Numbers 25:9). And that is the meaning of
that which is written: “And Pinehas stood and wrought judgment
and the plague was stayed” (Psalms 106:30).

Rabbi Elazar says: It is not stated in the verse: And prayed
[vayitpallel]; rather, it is stated vayefalel. This teaches that
Pinehas, as it were, wrought judgment [pelilut] with his Creator.
The ministering angels sought to push him away because he
spoke harshly to God. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them:
Leave him be; he is a zealot, son of a zealot, from the tribe of Levi,
who was zealous in avenging the violation of his sister Dinah; he is
an alleviator of wrath, son of an alleviator of wrath, a descendant
of Aaron, who alleviated the wrath of God during the plague that
followed the assembly of Korah.

The tribes began to demean Pinehas: Did you see this son of
Puti, so-called because his mother was one of the daughters of Putiel
(see Exodus 6:25), and they interpreted homiletically: As Yitro, the
father of his mother, according to one rabbinic tradition, fattened
[shepittem] calves for idol worship, and he impudently killed the
prince of a tribe of Israel without a trial. In response, the verse
comes and provides his lineage as “Pinehas, son of Elazar, son
of Aaron the priest” (Numbers 25:11). It is due to that lineage that
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he zealously executed Zimri. NN

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Be the first to greet
Pinehas with a blessing of peace, to honor him before the people, as

it is stated: “Therefore say: | hereby give to him My covenant of 17 DTN nwn? n"apn "X
peace” (Numbers 25:12), and it is stated: “And it shall be unto him ,ND 12TN1) NIV DI7Y
and to his descendants after him a covenant of eternal priesthood, X 17 [N M0 K Pe (2
because he was zealous for his God and he atoned for the children of [ 1T 19> Ak DIYW "M
Israel” (Numbers 25:13), and this atonement that he facilitated is N271IN1 N9YIN RNNY
worthy of continuing to atone forever. n71vY

(8) Sanhedrin 106a

“And Israel dwelt in Shittim” (Numbers 25:1), Rabbi X" D'owa 7R A (K ,ND 11TN)
Eliezer says: Shittim is the name of the place. Rabbi MIR YYIN' 20 NNY DY IR
Yehoshua says: It is an allusion to the fact that they NIVY NITA IPOYMIY

were engaged in matters of nonsense [shetuf]

(9) Sotah 3a

Reish Lakish says: A man commits a transgression only if a MY DTX 'R MR YR7 YN
spirit of folly [shetuf] enters him, as it is stated: “If any man’s NN 12 0121 O"NN NNy
wife goes aside [tisteh]” (Numbers 5:12). The word tisteh is (2',n "aTN) 'Maw nivw
written with the Hebrew letter shin, affording an alternative reading IMYUKX NUYN D U'R U'R
of tishteh, which is related to the term for folly, the word shetut. 2'ND NVYN






