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Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 52b

MISHNA: With regard to a priest who betroths a woman with his
portion of offerings, whether he did so with offerings of the most
sacred order or whether he did so with offerings of lesser sanctity,
she is not betrothed. One who betroths a woman with second tithe,
whether unwittingly or intentionally, has not betrothed her; this is
the statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda says: If he did so
unwittingly he has not betrothed her, but if he did so intentionally
he has betrothed her. And with regard to one who betroths a woman
with consecrated property belonging to the Temple treasury, if he does
so intentionally he has betrothed her, and if he does so unwittingly
he has not betrothed her; this is the statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi
Yehuda says the opposite: If he does so unwittingly he has betrothed
her, but if he does so intentionally he has not betrothed her.

Gemara: The Sages taught: After the death of Rabbi Meir, Rabbi
Yehuda said to his students: Do not let the students of Rabbi Meir
enter here into our house of study, because they are vexatious
[kanteranim]. And they do not come to study Torah, but rather
they come to overwhelm me with balakhot.

Sumakhos, a student of Rabbi Meir, pushed and entered anyway. He
said to them: This is what Rabbi Meir taught me: With regard to a
priest who betroths a woman with his portion of the offerings,
whether he did so with offerings of the most sacred order or

whether he used offerings of lesser sanctity, he has not betrothed
her.

Upon hearing this, Rabbi Yehuda became angry with his students. He
said to them: Didn’t I say this to you: Do not let the students of
Rabbi Meir enter here into our house of study, because they are
vexatious? And they do not come to study Torah, but rather they
come to overwhelm me with halakhot. Rabbi Yehuda explained his
objection to the statement of Rabbi Meir: This halakha is not relevant,
as from where would a woman appear in the Temple courtyard?
Women may not enter the area of the Temple courtyard where the priests
eat the offerings of the most sacred order, so there is no reason to address
an impossible scenario.

Rabbi Yosei, who was present, said: They will say: Meir died,
Yehuda grew angry, and Yosei remained silent; what will become of
the words of Torah? He said: In fact, this balakba is relevant; but isn’t
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it common for a man to accept betrothal for his daughter in the
Temple courtyard? There is no need to give the betrothal item directly to
the woman; it can be given to her father. And additionally, isn’t it
common for a woman to designate an agent for herself to accept
her betrothal in the courtyard? And furthermore: What would be
the balakba if the woman pushed and entered? Since it is possible for
her to do so, the halakha in such a case must be determined.

It is taught in a baraita that the Sages discussed the issue of a priest who
betroths a woman with his portion of offerings of the most sacred order:
Rabbi Yehuda says she is betrothed, and Rabbi Yosei says she is not
betrothed. Rabbi Yohanan says: Both of them derived their opinions
from one verse, which states that the priests have a right to a portion of
offerings of the most sacred order, but they explained it in different ways.
The verse states: “This shall be yours of the most holy things,
reserved from the fire” (Numbers 18:9). Rabbi Yehuda holds that the
term “yours” indicates that the portion the priest receives is intended for
you, i.c., a priest, and for all your needs, including betrothing a woman.
And Rabbi Yosei holds that the verse compares the priest’s portion to
the fire on the altar: Just as the portion burned on the fire is for the
fire’s consumption, so too, the priest’s portion is also for
consumption alone, and not for any other purpose.

Rabbi Yohanan says: They counted the opinions among the Sages,
and they concluded: With regard to one who betroths a woman with
his portion of the offerings, whether he did so with offerings of the
most sacred order or whether he used the offerings of lesser
sanctity, he has not betrothed her, in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Yosei. And Rav says: It is still a matter of dispute and they did
not reach that conclusion. Abaye said: It is reasonable to rule in
accordance with the report of Rabbi Yohanan, who says that the
halakha was decided in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei.
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In Conclusion

Esther Rabbah 7

(The Sefaria Midrash Rabbah)

Haman said to Ahashverosh: “The God of these people hated
licentiousness. Provide them with prostitutes, make a banquet for
them, and decree that they must all attend and eat and drink and do as

they please,” as it is stated: “To act in accordance with the wishes of
each man” (Esther 1:8).

When Mordekhai saw this, he arose and proclaimed, saying to them:
‘Do not go to eat at the banquet of Ahashverosh, who invited you
only to prosecute you, so there will be a basis for the attribute of
justice to prosecute you before the Holy One blessed be He.” They did
not heed the words of Mordekhai, and they all went to the banquet

house.

Rabbi Yishmael said: Eighteen thousand five hundred went to the
banquet house and ate, drank, became intoxicated, and were
corrupted. Immediately, the Accuser arose and informed on them
before the Holy One blessed be He and said before Him: ‘Master of
the universe! How long will you cleave to this nation, who remove
their heart and their trust from you? If you will, eliminate this nation
from the world because they are not repenting before you.” The Holy
One blessed be He said: “What will become of the Torah?’ He said to

Him: ‘Master of the universe! It will be satisfied with those above. He

also resolved to eradicate Israel. At that moment, the Holy One
blessed be He said: “Why do I need a nation for which I made many of
my signs and wonders against all who rose against them to harm
them? “I would terminate their memory from man™ (Deuteronomy
32:26).

Immediately, the Holy One blessed be He said to the Accuser, ‘bring
Me a scroll, and I will write eradication on it.” At that moment, the
Accuser went and brought Him a scroll and He wrote on it.
Immediately, the Torah emerged in widow’s garb and raised its voice
in weeping before the Holy One blessed be He, and the ministering
angels screamed in response to its weeping. They said before Him:
‘Master of the universe, if Israel is abolished from the world, what
need is there for us in the world, as it is stated: “Behold, their angels

cry out outside, the messengers of peace weep bitterly” (Isaiah 33:7).
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When the sun and the moon heard this, they withheld their light, as it
is stated: “I will garb the heavens with blackness and make sackcloth
their garment” (Isaiah 50:3).

At that moment, Eliyahu of blessed memory ran in a panic to the
eternal patriarchs, and to Moses son of Amram, and said to them:
‘How long will the patriarchs of the world remain dormant in sleep,
and not pay attention to the trouble which your descendants are
undergoing, over which the ministering angels, the sun, the moon, the
stars, the constellations, the heavens, the earth, and all the hosts of the
heavens are weeping bitterly, and you are standing by, and not paying
attention?’ They said to him: “Why?’ He said to them: ‘Because they
derived benefit from the banquet of Ahashverosh. Because of that, a
decree was issued against them to eliminate them from this world and

to expunge their memory.’

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob said to him: ‘If they violated the laws of
the Holy One blessed be He and their decree was sealed, what can we
do?’ Eliyahu then said to Moses: ‘Loyal shepherd, how many times
have you stood in the breach on Israel’s behalf, and you cancelled the
decree so He would not destroy, as it is stated: “Were it not for Moses,
His chosen one, who stood before Him in the breach to turn back His
wrath from destruction” (Psalms 106:23). How will you respond to
this trouble, “for the children have come to the birth stool, [but there
is no strength to give birth]”?’ (Isaiah 37:3).

Moses said to him: ‘Is there an honest person in this generation?” He
said to him: “There is, and his name is Mordekhai.” He said to him:
‘Go and let him know, so that he will stand in prayer there, and I will
do so from here, and we will ask for mercy for them before the Holy
One blessed be He.” He [Eliyahu] said to him: ‘Loyal shepherd, the
letter of annihilation of Israel has already been written.” Moses said to
him: ‘If it is sealed in mortar, our prayer will be heard, but if it is sealed
in blood, what was [decreed] will be.” He said to him: ‘It is sealed with
mortar.” Moses said to him: ‘Go and let Mordekhai know.” He
immediately went and let Mordekhai know; that is what is written:
“Mordekhai knew everything that had been done, and Mordekhai
rent his garments” (Esther 4:1). When they told Esther, immediately,
“the queen was greatly agitated” (Esther 4:4). What is the meaning of
agitated? It teaches that she began menstruating.
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