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Berakhot 35b

The Sages taught: What is the meaning of that which the verse
states: “And you shall gather your grain”? Because it is stated:
“This Torah shall not depart from your mouths, and you shall
contemplate in it day and night” (Joshua 1:8), I might have thought
that these matters are to be understood as they are written; one
is to literally spend his days immersed exclusively in Torah study.
Therefore, the verse states: “And you shall gather your grain,
your wine and your oil,” assume in their regard, the way of the
world; set aside time not only for Torah, but also for work. This is
the statement of Rabbi Yishmael.

Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: Is it possible that a person

plows in the plowing season and sows in the sowing season
and harvests in the harvest season and threshes in the

threshing season and winnows in the windy season, as grain is
separated from the chaff by means of the wind, and is constantly
busy; what will become of Torah? Rather, one must dedicate
himself exclusively to Torah at the expense of other endeavors; as

when Israel performs God’s will, their work is performed by
others, as it is stated: “And strangers will stand and feed your

flocks, and foreigners will be your plowmen and your vinedressers”

(Isaiah 61:5). When Israel does not perform God’s will, their

work is performed by them themselves, as it is stated: “And you
shall gather your grain.” Moreover, if Israel fails to perform

God’s will, others’ work will be performed by them, as it is

stated: “You shall serve your enemy whom God shall send

against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness and in want of all
things” (Deuteronomy 28:48).

Summing up this dispute, Abaye said: many have acted in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael, and combined
working for a living and learning Torah, and were successful.
Many have acted in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yohai and were not successful. Similarly, Rava
said to the Sages who would attend his study hall: I implore you;
during the months of Nisan and Tishrei, the crucial agricultural
periods, do not appear before me. Engage in your agricultural
work then so that you will not be preoccupied with your
sustenance all year.

Summarizing these statements, Rabba bar bar Hana said that
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Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of the tanna Rabbi Yehuda,
son of Rabbi El'ai: Come and see that the latter generations are
not like the earlier generations; rather they are their inferiors.
The earlier generations made their Torah permanent and
their work occasional, and this, Torah study, and that, their
work, were successful for them. However, the latter
generations who made their work permanent and their
Torah occasional, neither this nor that was successful for
them.

Shabbat 33b

They went and they hid in a cave. A miracle occurred and a
carob tree was created for them as well as a spring of water.
They would remove their clothes and sit covered in sand up to
their necks. They would study Torah all day in that manner. At
the time of prayer, they would dress, cover themselves, and
pray, and they would again remove their clothes afterward so
that they would not become tattered. They sat in the cave for
twelve years.

Elijah the Prophet came and stood at the entrance to the cave
and said: Who will inform bar Yohai that the emperor died and
his decree has been abrogated? They emerged from the cave, and
saw people who were plowing and sowing. Rabbi Shimon bar
Yohai said: These people abandon eternal life of Torah study and
engage in temporal life for their own sustenance. The Gemara
relates that every place that Rabbi Shimon and his son Rabbi Elazar
directed their eyes was immediately burned.

A Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Did you emerge from
the cave in order to destroy My world? Return to your cave. They
again went and sat there for twelve months. They said: The
judgment of the wicked in Gehenna lasts for twelve months.
Surely their sin was atoned in that time. A Divine Voice emerged
and said to them: Emerge from your cave. They emerged.
Everywhere that Rabbi Elazar would strike, Rabbi Shimon
would heal. Rabbi Shimon said to Rabbi Elazar: My son, you and I
suffice for the entire world, as the two of us are engaged in the
proper study of Torah.

As the sun was setting on Shabbat eve, they saw an elderly man
who was holding two bundles of myrtle branches and running
at twilight. They said to him: Why do you have these? He said to
them: In honor of Shabbat. They said to him: And let one suffice.
He answered them: One is corresponding to: “Remember the
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Shabbat day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8), and one is
corresponding to: “Observe the Shabbat day, to keep it holy”
(Deuteronomy 5:12). Rabbi Shimon said to his son: See how
beloved the mitzvot are to Israel. Their minds were put at ease
and they were no longer as upset that people were not engaged in
Torah study.

Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir, Rabbi Shimon’s son-in-law, heard and
went out to greet him. He brought him into the bathhouse and
began tending to his flesh. He saw that Rabbi Shimon had cracks
in the skin on his body. He was crying, and the tears fell from his
eyes and caused Rabbi Shimon pain. Rabbi Pinehas said to Rabbi
Shimon, his father-in-law: Woe is me, that I have seen you like
this. Rabbi Shimon said to him: Happy are you that you have
seen me like this, as had you not seen me like this, you would
not have found in me this prominence in Torah, as the Gemara
relates: At first, when Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai would raise a
difficulty, Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir would respond to his
question with twelve answers. Ultimately, when Rabbi Pinehas
ben Ya'ir would raise a difficulty, Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai
would respond with twenty-four answers.

Sukkah 45b

And Hizkiya said that Rabbi Yirmeya said in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yohai: I have seen members of the caste of the
spiritually prominent, who are truly righteous, and they are few. If
they number one thousand, I and my son are among them. If
they number one hundred, I and my son are among them; and if
they number two, [ and my son are they.
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Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 78a:3-78b:1

Rabbi Berachya said in the name of Rabbi Hiyya bar Ba:
Shabbat and Holidays were only given so that one could study
Torah. ...

The story of a righteous man who ventured into his vineyard
on Shabbat and saw a break in his fence. He thought to himself
“I will fix this fence after Shabbat.” And then he said to

himself, “since I thought about fixing this fence on Shabbat, I
will never fix it forever.” What did the Holy one do? He
brought him a caperbush which served as a fence and also fed
the man all of his days.

Tur, Orach Chaim 290:1

The Torah said to the Holy one: Master of the Universe! When
the Israelites go into the land this one will run to his vineyard

and this one will run to his field and me, what will become of
me? Hashem said to her, I have a partner that [ am setting you up

with and his name is Shabbat, for on that day they will not do
work and will be available to engaged with you.

Zohar 3:171
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Come and see: On every single Sabbatical, a m

proclamation goes forth: “Gather together, men and
women and all those scions of faith and ascend!” Then
they all strip themselves, men and women and
children, and they ascend the heavenly academy, where
they witness their delightful ascension, joy upon joy!
The Youth, in whose hands are the keys of his Lord,
rises and tells them various new and ancient words,
and they all see joy unmatched by any other.
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