The Scope of Torah: Aggadah, Normativity, Madda, Part I1:

Which Parts of Torah ‘Count’?

Shlomo Zuckier
Drisha Institute

1. Berachot 11b, Davidson Translation (sefaria.com)

No0n SHaa Tbn .1
2 7Y R° 07 N1992

Therefore, Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: One who arose to
study, until he recites Shema he must recite a special blessing over
the Torah. If he already recited Shema he need not recite that
blessing, as he has exempted himself by reciting the blessing of: An
abounding love, which includes the components of the blessing over
the Torah.

Having mentioned the blessing recited over Torah, the Gemara focuses
on a dispute over what constitutes Torah in terms of requiring a
blessing. Rav Huna said: For the study of Bible, one must recite a
blessing, as it is the word of God, and for halakhic midrash, the
derivation of halakhot from verses, one need not recite a blessing.
And Rabbi Elazar said: For Bible and midrash, which includes
halakhot derived from verses themselves, one must recite a blessing;
for Mishna, which is only comprised of halakhic rulings issued by the
Sages, one need not recite a blessing.

And Rabbi Yohanan said: Even for Mishna, which includes final,
binding halakhic rulings, one must recite a blessing as well, but for
Talmud, which comprises a study of the Mishna and the rationales for
its rulings, one need not recite a blessing.

And Rava said: Even for Talmud, which is the means to analyze the
significance of the halakhot, and is the only form of Torah study that
leads one to its true meaning, one must recite a blessing.

This statement is supported by the practical halakha derived from
observation of Rav’s practice. His student, Rav Hiyya bar Ashi, said:
Many times | stood before Rav to study our chapter in the Sifra,
also known as Torat Kohanim, the halakhic midrash on Leviticus, of
the school of Rav, and | saw that Rav would first wash his hands,
then recite a blessing, and only then he would teach us our chapter.
This demonstrates that even before their study of Torat Kohanim,
which, due to Rav’s explanation of the reasons behind the halakhot, was
the equivalent of studying Talmud, one must recite a blessing.

The Gemara clarifies: What formula of blessings does he recite?
There is a dispute over the formula of the blessings as well. Rav
Yehuda said that Shmuel said: The formula of this blessing is like the
standard formula for blessings recited over other mitzvot: Blessed are
You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who sanctified us with his
mitzvot and commanded us to engage in matters of Torah.
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And Rabbi Yohanan concludes the blessing by adding the following:
Lord our God, make the words of Your Torah sweet in our mouths
and in the mouths of Your people, the house of Israel, so that we
and our descendants and the descendants of Your people, the house
of Israel, may be those who know Your name and engage in Your
Torah. Blessed are You, Lord, Who teaches Torah to His people
Israel.

And Rav Hamnuna said an additional formula: Who has chosen us
from all the peoples and given us His Torah. Blessed are You, Lord,
Giver of the Torah. With regard to this formula, Rav Hamnuna said:
This concise blessing is the most outstanding of all the blessings over
the Torah, as it combines thanks to God for giving us the Torah as well
as acclaim for the Torah and for Israel.

Since several formulas for the blessing over Torah were suggested, each
with its own distinct advantage, the Gemara concludes: Therefore, let
us recite them all as blessings over the Torah.
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