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Week 2: The Journey Continues

Rabbi Levi Yitshak of Berditchev, Kedushat 1.evi (shemo?)

The #saddik, meaning one who serves God,
must know that, each time some sott of
understanding is achieved, there always lies
another level of understanding beyond this
one. This rung has not yet been attained,
arriving at full comprehension in all of its
fullness. And yet when he comes to this
[higher] understanding, he must know that
there is an even deeper one as well. This
matter has no end (e lo sofj.... this is the
greatest way of serving God—always
knowing that you have not achieved
perfection, and therefore longing and
desiring to ascend even higher.

I have heard in the name of the holy man R.
Yehiel Mikhl [of Zlotshov] this explanation
of the following verse: “One thing I have
asked of God, it shall I seek. To gaze upon
the pleasantness of God [and to visit His
palace]” (Ps. 27:4). I have asked to gaze upon
the pleasantness of God, and I will seek this
eternally, knowing that there are always
higher and higher levels. Even when I attain
something, I will continue to seek—this
quest is unending. Thus far are his words...

Now the Ba’al Shem Tov explained the verse
“He leads us onward eternally” (Ps. 48:15)
with a parable of a parent who is teaching his
small child to walk. Sometimes the child
walks ahead two or three paces toward his
father, but his father steps back in order to
make the child walk father. After the child
moves closer, the father moves a bit more.
This is why was call the blessed One “the
hidden God” (Isaiah 45:15). When you serve
Him, it will seem as if you have not achieved
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completeness and God is distant from you.
But this is in order for you to come even
closer. Thus the verse uses the third person,
“He will lead us,” for when God is hidden
we speak of him in third person. “Onward
eternally” (a/muf) may also be read “as a
child” (a/umaya)—in order that we should
draw nearer each and every time.
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Rabbi Binyanim of Zalocze, Torei Zahav (yom kippur)

In the Selihot liturgy we recite, “present us
with our request” (bimmatzei lanu
b’vakashateiny). This is related to the verse
“And from there you shall seek [the Eternal,
your God], and you shall find Him”
(Deuteronomy 4:29). We can raise the
following objection: This request is not like all
the others, such as “remember the covenant
with our forefathers.” It depends on you, for
you shall find Him when you seek with all
your heart. Furthermore, what does “with our
request” (b'vakashatens) mean? It could have
said, “Present our request (bakashateinu) to
us.” The answer is as follows. We are asking
that God be present with us in our quest, that
our mouths [intoning the prayer] become a
sanctum for the source of all Being. This is
the meaning of “with our request”—within
our request. We are not asking for our
entreaty to be answered, but rather that God
be made present within the quest. . .
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Rabbi Menahem Nahum of Chernobil, Me ‘or Eynayim (hukkat)
trans. in Green, Light of the Eyes

Everyone who engages with Torah has to
become vitally engaged with its inner light,
the Naught beyond all reason (tz‘am). This is
why the musical notations of Torah are
called te‘amin: even though they are highly
elevated, it is still possible to find meanings
in them. But that inwardness called Naught
is beyond any such access. The learner has
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to cleave to the light that flows forth from it;
this will surely restore you to goodness.
When your innermost self cleaves to Torah’s
inner light, you yourself become a throne for
God’s presence that flows through Torah.

Yes, it is true that when learning you need to
exercise understanding and to seek out
reasons. But in order to attain wholeness,
you need this light as well, for this is the
“light hidden for the righteous,” hidden, as
the sages said within the Torah (B. Hag. 12a).
So if you want Torah to be effective in
making you good, seek out the flowing light
within it, that from which Torah itself is
detrived. This is referred to as a “cow,” as in
the sages’ teaching that “more than the calf
wants to suckle, the cow wants to nurse.” (B.
Pes. 112a). The source of flow is called
“cow,” and so too is the hidden light flowing
forth from Torah....

It may also be called perfect in the sense
explained by the Ba‘al Shem Tov, who said
that the hidden light remains perfect in
innocence, since only very few people have
ever reached it. The Torah of Y-H-W-H is
perfect (Ps. 19:8) means that the quality of
Torah that is called Torah of Y-H-W-H and
not “Torah of Moses” remains pure, because
so few have trod the path to it or reached its
rung.
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Rabbi Menahem Nahum of Chernobil, Me'or Eynayin: (yitro)
trans. in Green, et al, Speaking Torah

The truth is that a person cannot constantly
stand on a single rung. “The life-force flows
and ebbs: (Ezek.1:14); it comes and then
vanishes. When you are attached to blessed Y-
H-W-H you feel the pleasure of that surge of
energy. Afterwards that disappears and you
fall from your rung. There are secrets of
Torah in the reason why you have to undergo
such a fall. One is that you [fall] in order to rise
up afterward to a yet higher level. Each thing
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that comes into being is preceded by a lack.
When you want to rise to a higher rung, you
need a lack beforehand. Thus you have to fall
from your present rung.

Even when falling from that rung, you need to
strengthen yourself and go up toward Y-H-W-
H from the [lower] rung where you are now.
You must have faith that The whole earth is filled
with God’s glory (Isa. 6:3), and that “there is no
place devoid of God.” God is present even at
your present rung; there is no place from
which God is absent. It is just that God is
present in much contracted form. This is the
meaning of From the rising of the sun unto its
setting, the name of Y-H-W-H is praised (Ps.
113:3).
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