'Q‘ Source Sheet nwl,;'.‘

NN NWOILNNR RISHA
University of Haifa Parshat Terumah
M el TN =D

Samuel Lebens

DIW MI¥A NXP WA 70 Y amX MY ,MN277 DIWY 2°192 2019 HRIWS OV OWh 727 WRD
2RI ,(:T7 MR2) T°NA7 QORAW 22T OV 190127 130717 AWK L,I7IN DW 7 mRnG NI 1
2 077 737 A0V LT 90 9V 102 0y DY ,awn D OIT DY 21w 7 90 Myt ooy 1ap
N2 DR QNTAWY PP WAWN Y1AY OR SNV 91NN OORY 70T IWRD 2°0KRY 000 XY avt
07 73 ,(Y 0 aw) WITP M 22370 DY 0 1IN anRy R L (T Mng) a910 O anm
YR TN W LRI IOWAT 0V L.OT12 INPOW MAWAR WIPD 002 W 2R 2P
210 77 %Y 17120 12w (1700770 M) QW WARIY 1M NI 1PHY 19 C0 10 YV 1Dw
NR RO 7T 71201 10Wn2 21D 19,1773 NRY 1T DR TPR AR 3 (XD 7 0°727) 2000
NRY 17120 PR TAID,1DWNT DR XA 771201 2OV 1w 10wna LI (779 Mnw) 1ownn

210 72 0 IRTIW 71207 DRI OV 7N 19wna o ;M0

Now that G-d had told Israel face to face the Ten Commandments, and had further commanded
them through Moses some of the precepts which are like general principles to the [individual]
commandments of the Torah — in the same way that our Rabbis were accustomed to deal with
strangers who come to be converted to the Jewish faith — and now that the Israelites accepted
upon themselves to do all that He would command them through Moses and He made a
covenant with them concerning all this, from now on they are His people and He is their G-d.
This is in accordance with the condition He made with them at the beginning: Now, therefore, if
ye will indeed hearken unto My voice, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be Mine own
treasure (Exodus 19:5), and He said further: and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation (Ibid., verse 6). They are now holy, in that they are worthy that there be amongst
them a Sanctuary through which He makes His Divine Glory dwell among them...
The secret of the Tabernacle is that the Glory which abode upon Mount Sinai [openly] should
abide upon it in a concealed manner. For just as it is said there, And the glory of the Eternal
abode upon Mount Sinai (lbid., 24:16), and it is further written, Behold, the Eternal our G-d hath
shown us His glory and His greatness (Deuteronomy 5:21), so it is written of the Tabernacle, and
the glory of the Eternal filled the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:34). Twice is this verse [and the next
(i.e., Exodus 40:35)], and the glory of the Eternal filled the Tabernacle mentioned in connection
with the Tabernacle, to correspond with His glory and His greatness. Thus Israel always had with
them in the Tabernacle the Glory which appeared to them on Mount Sinai.

(Nachmanides Exodus 25:1)
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[And God] spoke: when he went up to the top of the mountain, He spoke to him about the
matter of the Tabernacle. And the reason was that they should make a Tabernacle for the sake
of the Revered, that He should dwell within it. And there He would speak with Moses, and he
would no [longer have to] ascend the mountain.

(Ibn Ezra, loc. cit.)

D027 D7) 12WT DR MY TP 23T YR — AN M DR TX A awn BRI
Y2IMNT NI ORI "apD ANl 20131927 01021 ,NIM% 112RY) TN T aY —
{(RmIN) 19°12 TORD ORI 12WRT N1

AND HE GAVE UNTO MOSES etc. — There is no “earlier” or “later” (no chronological order) in
the events related in the Torah: in fact, the incident of the golden calf [related in chapter 31]
happened a considerable time before the command regarding the work of the Tabernacle was
given [chapter 25 and the following chapters]. For on the seventeenth of Tammuz were the
Tablets broken (when the people were worshipping the calf), and on the Day of Atonement God
became reconciled with Israel [after Moses had prayed 80 days for forgiveness], and on the next
day, they began to bring their contributions for the Tabernacle which was set up on the first of
Nisan.

(Rashi, Exodus 31:18)
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Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of
well-being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My name to be mentioned |
will come to you and bless you. And if you make for Me an altar of stones, do not build it of
hewn stones; for by wielding your tool upon them you have profaned them.

(Exodus 20:21-22)

Many precepts in our Law are the result of a similar course adopted by the same Supreme
Being. It is, namely, impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other: it is therefore
according to the nature of man impossible for him suddenly to discontinue everything to which
he has been accustomed. Now God sent Moses to make [the Israelites] a kingdom of priests and



a holy nation (Exod. 19:6) by means of the knowledge of God. Comp. “Unto thee it was showed
that thou mightest know that the Lord is God (Deut. 4:35); “Know therefore this day, and
consider it in thine heart, that the Lord is God” (ibid. 5:39). The Israelites were commanded to
devote themselves to His service; comp. “and to serve him with all your heart” (ibid. 11:13);
“and you shall serve the Lord your God” (Exod. 23:25); “and ye shall serve him” (Deut. 13:5). But
the custom which was in those days general among all men, and the general mode of worship in
which the Israelites were brought up, consisted in sacrificing animals in those temples which
contained certain images, to bow down to those images, and to burn incense before them;
religious and ascetic persons were in those days the persons that were devoted to the service in
the temples erected to the stars, as has been explained by us. It was in accordance with the
wisdom and plan of God, as displayed in the whole Creation, that He did not command us to
give up and to discontinue all these manners of service; for to obey such a commandment it
would have been contrary to the nature of man, who generally cleaves to that to which he is
used; it would in those days have made the same impression as a prophet would make at
present if he called us to the service of God and told us in His name, that we should not pray to
Him, not fast, not seek His help in time of trouble; that we should serve Him in thought, and not
by any action.

(Maimonides, Guide to the Perplexed I11.32)
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As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the Egyptians advancing upon them. Greatly

frightened, the Israelites cried out to the LORD.
(Exodus 14:10)
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And let them make Me a sanctuary, that | may dwell among them (Exod. 25:8). On which day
did He relate to Moses the portion relating to the Tabernacle? It was on the Day of Atonement.
That was so despite the fact that the Torah portion describing the Sanctuary precedes the
incident of the golden calf. R. Judah the son of R. Shalum said: There is actually no such thing as
preceding or following in the Torah, as is said: Lest she should walk the even path of life, her



ways wander, but she knoweth it not (Prov. 5:6). This verse refers to the arrangement of the
Torah and its sections. Hence, it was on the Day of Atonement that He told Moses: Make Me a
Sanctuary... The Holy One, blessed be He, declared: Let gold be placed within the Sanctuary to
atone for the gold with which the golden calf was fashioned, as it is said: And all the people
broke off the golden rings (Exod. 32:3). Thus they atoned with gold; And this is the offering
which ye shall take of them: gold (ibid. 25:2). The Holy One, blessed be He, said: For | will
restore health unto thee, and | will heal thee of thy wounds (Jer. 30:17).

(Tanchuma Terumah 8)
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My son, listen to my wisdom; Incline your ear to my insight, that you may have foresight, while
your lips hold fast to knowledge. For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey; Her mouth is
smoother than oil; But in the end she is as bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword.
Her feet go down to Death; Her steps take hold of the grave. She does not chart a path of life;
Her course meanders for lack of knowledge.
So now, sons, pay heed to me, And do not swerve from the words of my mouth. Keep yourself
far away from her; Do not come near the doorway of her house.

(Proverbs 5:1-8)
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Is there such a thing as a sale in which the salesperson is sold alongside that which he sells? The
Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel, | have sold you my Torah, and | have, so to speak, sold
myself [to you] alongside her. As it is said, "And they shall bring me gifts" (Exodus 25:2 [which
can be read, "And they shall take me, as a gift"]). This can be compared to a King who had an
only daughter. A foreign King came and married her. He wanted to go, with his [new] wife, to his
homeland. The King said to [his new son-in-law]: "My daughter, who | gave to you is my only
daughter. To separate from her is impossible for me. Nor can | tell you not to go with her, since
she is you wife. But do me this favour. Everywhere you go, make me a small room, so that | can
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reside with you, for | cannot leave my daughter. So said the Holy One, blessed be He, to Israel. |
gave you the Torah. To separate from her, | cannot do, nor can | tell you not to take her. Rather,
everywhere you go, make me one home in which | can reside, as it says (Exodus 25:5), "Make
for me a Tabernacle".

(Shemot Rabba 33:1)



