Invention of the Seven-Day Week, Lecture 5

Ezra Zuckerman Sivan

Source 1: Shabbat observance imparts knowledge of God as Agent
Sanctifying Israel

Exodus 31:12-17

And M7 said to Moses: Speak to the
Israelite people and say:
Nevertheless, you must keep My
sabbaths, for this is a sign between
Me and you throughout the ages,
that you may know that I 7717
have consecrated you. You shall
keep the sabbath, for it is holy for
you. One who profanes it shall be
put to death: whoever does work on
it, that person shall be cut off from
among kin. Six days may work be
done, but on the seventh day there
shall be a sabbath of complete rest,
holy to M7’; whoever does work on
the sabbath day shall be put to
death. The Israelite people shall
keep the sabbath, observing the
sabbath throughout the ages as a
covenant for all time: it shall be a
sign for all time between Me and the
people of Israel. For in six days i
made heaven and earth, and on the
seventh day [God] ceased from work
and was refreshed.
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Source 2: Sukkot-- knowledge of what God did for ancestors, not ongoing
sign of God relating to us

Leviticus 23:42-43

(42) You shall live in booths seven

days; all citizens in Israel shall live in

booths, (43) in order that future
generations may know that I made
the Israelite people live in booths
when I brought them out of the land
of Egypt—I, your God M.
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Source 3: Daily Burnt Offering-- God's actions prompt knowledge of God

Exodus 29:38-46

(38) Now this is what you shall offer
upon the altar: two yearling lambs
each day, regularly. (39) You shall
offer the one lamb in the morning,
and you shall offer the other lamb at
twilight. (40) There shall be a tenth
of a measure of choice flour with a
quarter of a hin of beaten oil mixed
in, and a libation of a quarter hin of
wine for one lamb; (41) and you
shall offer the other lamb at
twilight, repeating with it the meal
offering of the morning with its
libation—an offering by fire for a
pleasing odor to 42) ,M7°) aregular
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burnt offering throughout the
generations, at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting before M. For
there I will meet with you, and there
I will speak with you, (43) and there
I will meet with the Israelites, and
it shall be sanctified by My Presence.
(44) 1 will sanctify the Tent of
Meeting and the altar, and [ will
consecrate Aaron and his sons to
serve Me as priests. (45) I will abide
among the Israelites, and I will be
their God. (46) And they shall
know that I 7771 am their God,
who brought them out from the
land of Egypt that I might abide
among them—I, their God 7.
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Source 4: Quoted by Ezekiel

Ezekiel 20:10-20

I brought them out of the land of
Egypt and I led them into the
wilderness. I gave them My laws and
taught them My rules, by the
pursuit of which a man shall live.
Moreover, I gave them My sabbaths
to serve as a sign between Me and
them, that they might know that
it is I the LORD who sanctify
them. But the House of Israel
rebelled against Me in the
wilderness; they did not follow My
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laws and they rejected My rules—by
the pursuit of which a man shall
live—and they grossly desecrated
My sabbaths. Then I thought to pour
out My fury upon them in the
wilderness and to make an end of
them; but I acted for the sake of My
name, that it might not be profaned
in the sight of the nations before
whose eyes [ had led them out.
However, I swore to them in the
wilderness that I would not bring
them into the land flowing with
milk and honey, the fairest of all
lands, which I had assigned [to
them)], for they had rejected My
rules, disobeyed My laws, and
desecrated My sabbaths; their
hearts followed after their fetishes.
But I had pity on them and did not
destroy them; I did not make an end
of them in the wilderness. I warned
their children in the wilderness: Do
not follow the practices of your
fathers, do not keep their ways, and
do not defile yourselves with their
fetishes. I the LORD am your God:
Follow My laws and be careful to
observe My rules. And hallow My
sabbaths, that they may be a sign
between Me and you, that you
may know that I the LORD am
your God.
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Source 5: R' Naphtali Zvi Yehuda Berlin-- Knowledge of God obtained
through experience of Shabbat holiness is special because immaterial
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Haamek Davar on Exodus 31:13:2

And the explanation of "To know that I God am sanctifying you, etc" (is that)
anything-- such as the Temple and related-- that causes an awakening of
holiness in a member of Israel comes from a feeling of excitement from the
holy matter, such that this matter is then revealed to be the facilitator of this
feeling. And even a non-Jew who sees a synagogue or a Torah scroll tends to
achieve a certain excitement in his soul from the knowledge that this is a holy
matter. Though the holiness of soul that a member of Israel achieves on
Shabbat and festivals without any external feeling from these days is a sign
that God Himself is facilitating that sanctification anyone who comes to be
sanctified. And as a result, this sanctity is so dear that it obviates cultic
activity. (EWZS translation)
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