What is “Halakhah”? The Fascinating History of an Essential Term

Part I: The Parameters of “Halakhah ” in Rabbinic Literature
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Definitions of “Halakhah”
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Parameters of “Halakhah”
Halakhah’s General Sense
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Halakhah as a Field of Study (in Contrast to Mikra, Mishnah, Midrash, etc.)
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Halakhah (LiMoshe MiSinai) as Tradition, in Contrast to Din
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Blurb/Summary

Much like the English-language term “law,” “Halakhah” in rabbinic literature is used to refer to a
“law” as genre (as in “student of law, not accounting”; see mNed 4:3), “law” as corpus (as in
“Administrative Law”; see mHag 1:8a), and “law” as teaching (as in “Law #27,” overlapping in
meaning with “rule” or “teaching”; see mShab 1:4 and tBer 2:12b).

Halakhah as Operative Law in Contrast to Theoretical Law
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Halacha Le-Maaseh
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“Halakhah but We Don 't Rule Like It”
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Halakhah as Legal Determination
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