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Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 156b

[1][A] From [the case of] Shmuel too [we learn that] “Israel has no mazal.”

[B] For Shmuel and Ablat (a Persian sage)—while they were sitting, certain men were going
to the marsh. Ablat said to Shmuel, “That man will go but not come back, as a snake will
bite him and he will die.”

[C] Shmuel said to him, “He will go and come back.”

[D] While they were sitting and discussing it, he went and came back. Ablat arose, threw
off his load, and found there a snake that had been cut and thrown into two pieces.

[E] Shmuel said to him, “What did you do?”” He said to him, “Every day we throw the bread
together (for a common meal) and eat. Today there was one with us who had no bread with
him, and he was ashamed. I said to my companions, ‘I will get up and throw (=collect) the
bread for him.” When I arrived at him, I pretended as if [ had taken from him, in order that
he not be ashamed.” He [Shmuel] said to him, “You did a mitsvah and were saved.”

[F] Shmuel went out [to the study house] and expounded, “Righteousness (tsedaqa) saves
from death (Prov 10:2/11:4). Not [only] from an unusual death but even from death itself.”

[2][A] From [the case of] R. Akiba too [we learn that] “Israel has no mazal.”

[B] For R. Akiba—he had a daughter. The astrologers said to him, “On that day that she
enters her wedding canopy, a snake will bite her and she will die.

[C] He worried a great deal about the matter.

[D] On that day that she entered [the wedding canopy], she took her wedding crown and
stuck it into a crack [in the wall]. It happened (itrami) for her that it entered the eye of a
snake. In the morning, when she took it (from the wall), the snake was adhering and coming
out after it.

[E] Her father said to her, “What did you do?”” She said to him, “In the evening a poor man
came and called at the door [asking for alms]. Everyone was busy with the [wedding] meal,
and no one heard him. I got up and took it, and said [to myself], ‘This portion that you gave
me, [ will give to him.”” He said to her, “You did a mitsvah and were saved.”

[F] R. Akiba went out [to the study house] and expounded, “Righteousness (tsedaqa) saves
from death (Prov 10:2/11:4). Not [only] from an unusual death but [even] from death
itself.”

[3][A] From [the case of] Rav Nahman bar Yitshaq too [we learn that] “Israel has no mazal.”

[B] For the mother of Rav Nahman bar Yitshag—the astrologers said to her, “Your son will
be a thief.”

[C] She did not allow him to uncover his head. She said to him, “Cover your head in order
that the fear of heaven be upon you and pray for mercy.” He did not know why she said this
to him.

[D] One day he was studying while sitting under [someone else’s] date palm. His covering
fell from his head. He raised up his eyes. He saw the date palm. The evil inclination
overpowered him. He ascended and cut off the date-cluster with his teeth.
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