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IV - Rachel, Lacob, and Leah:
Dignity and the Third Wheel

1. Sanhedrin 22b
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It is taught in a baraita: A man dies only to his wife, i.e., it
is primarily she who suffers the pain and sadness resulting
from his death, and a woman dies only to her husband. A
man dies only to his wife, as it is stated: “And
Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died” (Ruth 1:3), and a
woman dies only to her husband, as it is stated in
Jacob’s parting words to Joseph: “And as for me, when |
came from Paddan, Rachel died on me” (Genesis 48:7).
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2. Megillah 13(a-)b

...as it is written: “Esther had not yet made known her kindred
nor her people” (Esther 2:20).

8 Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that which is
written: [13b] “He withdraws not His eyes from the righteous;
but with kings upon the throne He establishes them forever, and
they are exalted” (Job 36:7)? This teaches that in reward for the
modesty shown by Rachel she merited that Saul, who was also
modest, should descend from her, and in reward for the
modesty shown by Saul, he merited that Esther should
descend from him.

What was the modesty shown by Rachel? Itis as it is written:
“And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and
that he was Rebecca’s son” (Genesis 29:12). Was he in fact her
father’s brother? But wasn’t he the son of her father’s sister?

Rather, it must be understood that when Jacob met Rachel, he
said to her: Will you marry me? She said to him: Yes, but my
father, Laban, is a swindler, and you will not be able to outwit
him. He said to her: | am his brother in deception. She said to
him: But is it really permitted for the righteous to be involved in
deception? He said to her: Yes, it is permitted when dealing with
deceptive individuals, as the verse states: “With the pure you will
show yourself pure, and with the perverse you will show
yourself subtle” (Il Samuel 22:27), indicating that one should deal
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with others in the manner appropriate for their personality.

Jacob then said to her: What is the deception that he will plan to
carry out and | should be prepared for? Rachel said to him: | have
a sister who is older than I, and he will not marry me off before
her, and will try to give you her in my place. So Jacob gave her
certain distinguishing signs that she should use to indicate to him
that she was actually Rachel and not her sister.

When the wedding night arrived, and Laban planned to switch the
sisters, Rachel said to herself: Now my sister will be
embarassed, for Jacob will ask her for the signs and she will not
know them. So she gave them to her. And this is as it is written:
“And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah”
(Genesis 29:25). Does this imply by inference that until now she
was not Leah? Rather, due to the distinguishing signs that
Rachel had given to Leah, he did not know until now, when it
was light outside, that she was Leah. Therefore, Rachel merited
that Saul should descend from her, due to her act of modesty in
not revealing to Jacob that she had shown the signs to Leah.

And what was the modesty shown by Saul? As it is written:
“But of the matter of the kingdom, of which Samuel spoke, he
did not tell him” (I Samuel 10:16). Saul expressed his modesty by
not revealing Samuel’s promise that he would be king, and thereby
merited that Esther would descend from him. Similarly, Rabbi
Elazar said: When the Holy One, Blessed be He, assigns
greatness to a person, He assigns it to his sons and to his
son’s sons for all generations, as it is stated: “He withdraws not
his eyes from the righteous; but with kings upon the throne He
establishes them forever, and they are exalted” (Job 36:7). And
if he becomes arrogant due to this, the Holy One, Blessed be
He, lowers him in order to humble him, as it is stated in the next
verse: “And if they are bound in chains, and are held in cords of
affliction, then He declares unto them their work, and their
transgressions, that they have behaved proudly” (Job 36:8-9).
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3. ShelLa”H, Aseret HaDibrot, Shevuot, Torah Ohr, chapter 2

The KBH commanded that the oral Torah not be
written. And the reason is that the KBH gave in it signs
to Israel, almost as if it were like the way Jacob gave
signs to Rachel so that they would not trick him
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(Megillah 13b). And so it is written about the Torah,
“For endowing the simple with shrewdness. . . “
(Proverbs 1:4). The idea is so that the nations of the
world should not copy it. Because it was clear to Him,
blessed, that they would copy the written torah and say
“it's ours.” But in the future the KBH will ask and he will
say, “in whose hands are the signs that | gave over
from mouth to mouth? That is the one of mine.” And
then Israel will come with their signs.
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4, Kallah Rabbati chapter 3

BARAITHA. Subordinate your will to the will of your neighbour, for
so Rachel acted towards Leah and David towards Saul.

GEMARA. As it is written, And Jacob told Rachel that he was her
father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son.'**Gen. 29, 12. But
was he not the son of her father’s sister? What it means is this: He
said to her, ‘Will you marry me?’ She replied, ‘I have a sister who is
older than | and [my father] will marry her to you because he is a
trickster’. He said, ‘| am a trickster like him’; as it is stated, With the
merciful Thou dost show Thyself merciful ... and with the crooked
Thou dost show Thyself subtle.*'*Ps. 18, 26f. So he gave her a
token.'>By which Laban’s fraud would be exposed. When [Laban]
brought Leah [to the bridal chamber], Rachel said, ‘Now she will be
put to shame’. What did she do? She handed the tokens to her, and
consequently [it is written], And it came to pass in the morning that,
behold, it was Leah.**Gen. 29, 25. Was she then Rachel until
then? Because of the tokens that were between them he did not
recognize her [as Leah].!*'The source of this passage is Meg. 13b
(Sonc. ed., p. 77). As for David’s [subordination] to Saul, we have a
tradition:'*8Cf. ibid. 14a (Sonc. ed., p. 83). Whoever is anointed
from a cruse of oil,*°The cruse, being fragile, is a symbol of a short
reign; the horn, being of durable substance, is a symbol of a long
reign. his royalty will not be prolonged, but whosoever is anointed
from a horn, his royalty will be prolonged. Although [David] knew
that eventually he would become king, he would not tell [Saul for
fear of] pushing him aside.
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5. Bava Batra 123a
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§ Rabbi Helbo asked Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani: What did
Jacob see that he took the status as firstborn from Reuben and
gave it to Joseph? The Gemara wonders: What does he mean,
what did he see? The matter is written explicitly: “But, inasmuch
as he defiled his father’s couch, his birthright was given to the
sons of Joseph” (I Chronicles 5:1). Rather, Rabbi Helbo’s question
was: What did he see that he gave it specifically to Joseph?

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani answered Rabbi Helbo: | will tell you
a parable. To what is this matter comparable? To a
homeowner who raised an orphan in his home. Eventually,
that orphan became wealthy and said: | will provide benefit to
the homeowner from my property. Similarly, since Joseph
sustained Jacob in Egypt for a number of years, Jacob saw fit to
repay the kindness. Rabbi Helbo said to him: And if Reuben did
not sin, would Jacob not have provided any benefit to Joseph?
It cannot be that Jacob repaid Joseph only as a result of Reuben’
sin.

Rather, doesn’t your teacher Rabbi Yonatan say like this: It
was appropriate for the child receiving the status of firstborn to
emerge from Rachel, as it is written: “These are the
generations of Jacob, Joseph” (Genesis 37:2), indicating that
Joseph was Jacob’s primary progeny. But Leah advanced ahead
of Rachel with appeals for mercy, i.e., with prayer, and thereby
earned the status as firstborn for her firstborn. But because of the
modesty that Rachel possessed, the Holy One, Blessed be He,
returned the status as firstborn to her. This is why Jacob gave the
status as firstborn to Joseph.

The Gemara explains this answer: What does it mean that Leah
advanced ahead of Rachel with mercy? As it is written: “And
Leah’s eyes were weak [rakkot]” (Genesis 29:17). What is the
meaning of “rakkot”? If we say that her eyes were literally weak,
is it possible that the verse would say that? The verse there did
not speak to the disparagement of even a non-kosher animal,
as it is written: “From the pure animals and from the animals
that are lacking purity” (Genesis 7:8). The verse states: “That are
lacking purity” rather than stating explicitly and disparagingly: That
are impure. If that is so with regard to animals, did the verse
speak here to the disparagement of the righteous? Rather,
Rabbi Elazar says: The term alludes to the fact that her gifts, i.e.,
the gifts given to her descendants, e.g., the priesthood and the
monarchy, were long-lasting [arukkot], as they were passed
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down from generation to generation.

Rav says that there is a different explanation of the verse:
Actually, the verse means that her eyes were literally weak, and
this is not a denigration of her but a praise of her. As she
would hear people at the crossroads, coming from the land of
Canaan, who would say: Rebecca has two sons, and her brother
Laban has two daughters; the older daughter will be married to
the older son, and the younger daughter will be married to the
younger son.

Rav continues: And she would sit at the crossroads and ask:
What are the deeds of the older son? The passersby would
answer: He is an evil man, and he robs people. She would ask:
What are the deeds of the younger son? They would answer: He
is “a quiet man, dwelling in tents” (Genesis 25:27). And because
she was so distraught at the prospect of marrying the evil brother,
she would cry and pray for mercy until her eyelashes fell out.
Since the weakness of her eyes was due to this cause,
characterizing her eyes as weak constitutes praise. This is Leah’s
prayer for mercy to which Rabbi Yonatan referred.

The Gemara comments: And her desire not to marry Esau is the
basis of that which is written: “And the Lord saw that Leah was
hated, and He opened her womb” (Genesis 29:31). What is the
meaning of “hated”? If we say that she was literally hated, is it
possible? The verse there did not speak to the disparagement
of even a non-kosher animal, so did the verse here speak to the
disparagement of the righteous? Rather, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, saw that the behavior of Esau was hated by
her, and therefore: “And He opened her womb.”

The Gemara now explains the second part of Rabbi Yonatan’s
explanation: And what was a demonstration of the modesty that
Rachel possessed? As it is written: “And Jacob told Rachel
that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebecca’s
son” (Genesis 29:12). The Gemara asks: But isn’t he the son of
her father’s sister? Why did he say that he was her father’s
brother? Rather, Jacob and Rachel had the following exchange:
Jacob said to Rachel: Will you marry me? Rachel said to him:
Yes, but my father is a deceitful person, and you cannot defeat
him.

Jacob said to her: What is his method of deceit of which | need
be aware? Rachel said to him: | have a sister who is older than
me, and he will not marry me off before he marries her off, even
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if he promises that he will do so. Jacob said to her: | am his 721 0y (72,20 1 7ININY)
brother, i.e., equal, in deceit, and he will not be able to deceive 10N 79NN Wy DV 2NN
me. That is why Jacob said that he was “her father’s brother.” [';M'o N7

Rachel said to him: But is it permitted for the righteous to act
deceitfully? Jacob answered her: Yes, in certain circumstances.
As the verse states concerning God: “With the pure You show
Yourself pure; and with the crooked You show Yourself
subtle” (Il Samuel 22:27). Therefore, to counter Laban’s deceit,
Jacob gave Rachel secret signs to prove to him that she was the
one marrying him.
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Laban did in fact attempt to have Jacob marry Leah instead of ,03 NWKIA) AT 1N
marrying Rachel. When Laban’s associates were bringing Leah X' AN P22 (D
up to the wedding canopy to marry Jacob, Rachel thought: Now IN9 XDWR TYT 79910 XY
my sister will be humiliated when Jacob discovers that she isthe | L NN KIR KD ARY
one marrying him. Therefore, Rachel gave the signs to Leah. And 2m7 apy' N7 10Ny
this is as it is written: “And it came to pass in the morning YT AR K AR Annon
that, behold, it was Leah” (Genesis 29:25). This verse is difficult, XN X' TV DY

as by inference, should one derive that until now she was not
Leah? Rather, through the signs that Jacob gave to Rachel
and that she gave to Leah, he did not know it was she until that
moment. This is the modesty of Rachel to which Rabbi Yonatan
was referring.




