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Part I: The Agricultural Calendar

The Gezer Calendar (ca. 900 BCE, trans. Oded Borowski, Agriculture in Iron Age

Israel, 38):
Two months of ingathering olives/
Two months of sowing cereals/

Two months of late sowing (legumes and vegetables)/

A month of hoeing weeds/
A month of harvesting barley/

A month of harvesting wheat and measuring grain/

Two months of grape harvesting/
A month of ingathering summer fruit.

Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 106b

It was taught: Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel in the name of Rabbi Meir, and
also Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya, would
say: the second half of Tishrei, all of
Marcheshvan, and the first half of Kislev
are the days of planting. The second half
of Kislev, all of Tevet, and the first half of
Shevat are the winter. The second half of
Shevat, Adar, and half of Nisan are the

of Sivan are harvest. Half of Sivan,

of Av, Elul, and half of Tishrei are the hot
season. Rabbi Yehuda counts from the
beginning of Tishrei; Rabbi Shimon
counts from Marcheshvan.

period of cold. Half of Nisan, lyar, and half

Tammuz, and half of Av are summer. Half
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Deuteronomy 8:7-9

For the Lord your God is bringing you
into a good land, a land with streams and
springs and fountains issuing from plain
and hill; a land of wheat and barley, of
vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of
olive trees and honey; a land where you
may eat food free of poverty, where you
will lack nothing; a land whose rocks are
iron and from whose hills you can mine
copper.

YN N2I0 YINTIN w'nn ' 'WN N
nyjP2a n'ry! nmm ! o' m 1m
‘HNDI 1921 'TWWI won YR 0

N'? wm Y2'X WJTI Y N7 Y'\N ||m|
golalelyi)ly N'? nn'7 N2T7ONA m)onn
D001 7772 01N TN VIR A
MYn1 a¥NA

-

L
R (S

S

Part ll: Vegetables

Talmud Yerushalmi, Kiddushin 4:12

Rav said: It is forbidden to live in a city in
which there is no physician, no
bathhouse, and no court...Rabbi Yossi
ben Bun said: It is also forbidden to live in
a town with no vegetable garden. Rav
said: In the world to come, each person
will have to give account for everything
good they saw and did not eat. Rabbi
Elazar took account of this teaching and
set aside funds to purchase every species
at least once a year.
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Numbers 11:5

We remember the fish that we used to eat
free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.
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| Kings 21:1-3

The following events occurred sometime
afterward: Naboth the Jezreelite owned
a vineyard in Jezreel, next to the palace
of King Ahab of Samaria. Ahab said to
Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, so that
| may have it as a vegetable garden,
since it is right next to my palace. | will
give you a better vineyard in exchange;
or, if you prefer, | will pay you its value in
money.” But Naboth replied, “God forbid
that | should give up what | have
inherited from my fathers to you!”

N!0 D)2 N7XD 02T X AN

20 R IRIT WK IRTD NiDYY
NI2)77% ANNX 12T :[NAY 170 IRDK
7 002 T 9NIR | ADNY |
NIRRT A 7YN AN KD D 73 RY
172 2iY DX 9N Y 072 FANA Y
© MRy MK AT D0 903 77 MIBN
N7NINK IR0 ‘NN T 0770 ARNKRTIX
| 77 "Dy




Part lll: Water

Deuteronomy 11:10-17

For the land that you are about to enter
and possess is not like the land of Egypt
from which you have come. There the
grain you sowed had to be watered by
your own labors [lit. “by your foot”],
like a vegetable garden; but the land
you are about to cross into and possess,
a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its
water from the rains of heaven. Itis a
land which the Lord your God looks
after; God’s eye is always upon it
from the year’s beginning to the
year’s end. If you heed the
commandments that | enjoin upon you
this day, to love the Lord your God and
to serve God with all your hearts and
souls, | will grant rain for your land in
season, the early rain and the late, and
you shall gather in your new grain and
wine and oil. | will provide grass in the
fields for your livestock and you shall eat
and be satisfied. Take care that your
hearts not be turned away to serve other
gods and bow to them. For God’s anger
will flare up against you, and God will
shut up the skies so that there will be no
rain and the ground will not yield its
produce; and you will soon perish from
the good land that God is assigning to
you.
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 11:10

Watered by your own labors: The land
of Egypt required one to bring water from
the Nile by foot to irrigate it—you had to
rise from your sleep and to toil...But this
land soaks up its water from the rains
of heaven—you may sleep soundly on
your beds, and the Holy Blessed One
waters both low and high districts, both
what is exposed and what is not
exposed alike.

Like a vegetable garden, which does
not receive enough from rain alone, and
one has to water it with foot and
shoulder.
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Rashbam on Deuteronomy 11:10

The land of Israel that you are going
to inherit is not like the land of
Egypt...It is superior in quality to the
land of Egypt for the people who
observe God'’s laws, and inferior to all
other lands for people who do not
observe God’s laws. The land that you
are inheriting is not like the land of
Egypt, which does not lack for water
whether its people are good or bad; due
to the toil of irrigation they have food.
But for the land of Israel, it [water] is
dependent on whether you observe the
mitzvot.
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Part IV: Conclusion

Song of Songs 4:1-2

Ah, you are fair, my darling, Ah, you are
fairl Your eyes are like doves behind
your veil; your hair is like a flock of goats
streaming down Mount Gilead. Your
teeth are like a flock of ewes climbing up
from the washing pool; all of them bear
twins, and not one loses her young.
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Gabriel Davidson, Our Jewish Farmers, 1943, p6

Biblical and post-biblical Jews were primarily and preponderantly farmers. It took nearly

two millennia of history to make the drastic change from rural to urban dwellers, from

farmers to city folk, from a people working the land and fashioning the simple tools of an
agricultural society to a dispersed people overwhelmingly petty tradesmen, professional

workers and a footless proletariat. It took wars to devastate Palestine and bring about
by forced migrations a scattering of the tribes all over the known world. It took religious
proscription to set these people apart for centuries; to make possession of the land
impractical and later illegal for them; to deny their participation in the guilds, that is in
the emerging manufacturing of commodities. It took two thousand years of denial,
persecution, legal restriction and religious hostility to convert a people of farmers into a

people of middlemen.




