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A Person may be Recognized ... through his Anger....



there is anger”
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> Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 105b
— anger and idolatry
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He who rends his garments in his anger,
he who breaks his vessels in his anger...:
regard him as one engaged

in alien worship [avodah zarah]! ...



Rabbi Abin said: What verse [proves this]?
“There shall be no alien god [El Zar] in thee;
neither shalt thou worship any foreign god [E/
Nekhar]” [Psalms 81:10].

Who is the alien god [El Zar] that resides in a
man’s body?

Say: this is the Evil Inclination.



Divine Anger in the Tanakh

> Bamidbar 11 — Divine anger as fire
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1. And when the people complained, evil in the ears of YHVH; and
YHVH heard; and his anger was kindled [literally: “his nose
scorched”]; and the fire of YHVH burnt among them, and

consumed those who were in the outskirts of the camp.

2. And the people cried to Moses; and Moses prayed to YHVH, and

the fire subsided.

3. And he called the name of that place Tav'erah, because the fire of

YHVH burned against them.



> | Divrei Ha-Yamim 21:15

Divine Anger as Plague

God stunned by His own destructiveness
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13And David said to Gad, “l| am in great straits. Let me fall,
pray, into YHVH’s hand, for very great is His mercy, and
into the hand of man let me not fall.”

14And YHVH sent a plague against Israel, and seventy
thousand men of Israel fell.

15And Elohim sent a messenger to Jerusalem to destroy it,
and as he destroyed, YHVH saw and regretted the evil and
said to the messenger who was sowing destruction,

“Enough! Now stay your hand.”...



> Bamibar 17 (RSV) - Divine Anger as Plague and the Theurgy of Incense
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6 But on the morrow all the congregation of the people of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have
killed the people of YHVH.” -

9 and YHVH said to Moses, 19 “Get away from the midst of this
congregation, that | may consume them in a moment.” And they fell
on their faces.

11 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire therein
from off the altar, and lay incense on it, and carry it quickly to the
congregation, and make atonement for them; for wrath has gone

forth from YHVH, the plague has begun.”



1250 Aaron took it as Moses said, and ran into the
midst of the assembly; and behold, the plague had
already begun among the people; and he put on the
incense, and made atonement for the people.

13 And he stood between the dead and the living;
and the plague was stopped.

14 Now those who died by the plague were fourteen
thousand seven hundred, besides those who died in

the affair of Korah.



> Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 7a — God’s internal struggle with anger
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What does the blessed Holy One pray? ...
“May it be My will that My compassion may conquer My
anger,
and that My compassion may roll over My attributes,
so that | may conduct myself with My children
with the attribute of compassion

and that | will go for their sake beyond the letter of the law.”



Rabbi Yishma’el the son of Elisha said:

“l once entered into the innermost sanctum [of the Temple] to
offer incense and saw Akatri’el Yah, YHVH Tzeva’ot [approx:
the Crowned God, the God of Hosts],

seated upon a high and exalted throne.

He said to me: “Yishma’el, My son, bless Me!”



| replied:

“May it be Thy will that Thy compassion
may conquer Thy anger and that Thy
compassion may roll over Thy
attributes, so that Thou mayest conduct
Thyself with Thy children with the
attribute of compassion and mayest go
for their sake beyond the letter of the

law.

And He nodded to me with His head.



e Sefer Ha-Bahir (late 12th century) (trans. Aryeh Kaplan, slightly modified)

— God’s evil attribute
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Fire is nothing other than fierce anger [haron af: literally,
“the scorching of the nose”], as it is written (Leviticus 10:2),
"And fire went out from before God, and it consumed them

and they died."

What is the fifth [Attribute, i.e., Sefirah]? The fifth is the
great fire of the blessed Holy One. Regarding this it is
written (Deuteronomy 18:16), “Let me see the great fire no
more, lest | die.” This is the Left Hand of the blessed Holy

One....



This teaches that the blessed Holy One has an
Attribute whose name is Evil.

It is on the north side of the blessed Holy One, as it is
written (Jeremiah 1:14), “From the north will Evil

come forth, upon all the inhabitants of the earth.”
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What is this One Attribute?
It is the Form of a Hand.

It has many messengers, and the name of them all is Evil,

Evil. Some of them are great, and some are small, but they

all render the world guilty.
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For Tohu [Chaos] is on the North Side. Tohu is
nothing other than Evil. It confounds (metaha) the

world and causes people to sin.

Every Evil Inclination (Yetser HaRa) that exists in

the human being comes from there.



And why is it placed to the Left? This is because it
does not have any authority any place in the world
except in the North. It is not accustomed to be
anywhere except in the North. It does not want to
be any place but in the North. If it remained in the
South until it learned the ways of the South, how
could it lead others astray? It would have to stay
there for [several] days until it learned, and then it
could not cause people to sin. It therefore is always

in the North, to the Left.
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