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Chevruta

Read Devarim 27 (p. 3 of the handout): What is the purpose of this ceremony? Why is such a ceremony
necessary when the Isralites cross into the land? What is the focus of the specific curses? After thinking
about this last question, please read one or more of the commentaries included in the handout.

Look at Devarim 29:28 (p. 5 of the handout) — notice the dots over several of the letters. (Note: The text
as included here is missing a dot above the ‘ayin, which most texts have —that is, most texts include dots
above each of the letters that appear here in red). Think about what this verse is saying. Please look at
the context of the verse and think about how the verse relates to its context.

Read the passages from Avot deRabbi Natan, the Mekhilta, and Bavli Sanhedrin, with at least the last
comment of Rashi included here (all of these texts are on p. 5 of the handout). (Note on the Sanhedrin
passage: The gemara is discussing the sin of Akhan in Yehoshua 7. Akhan has committed a sin, and the
entire people has suffered in consequence of that sin. The gemara has just positied that Akhan had
actually committed that same sin several times in the past. The selection that is included here begins at
this point in the sugya; it is asking: If in fact Akhan has sinned in the past, why is it only now that the
whole nation is punished?)

Please discuss the two positions in the Sanhedrin passage. Why do you think that both sages understand
communal responsibility as changing when the Israelites cross the Jordan? How can you make sense of
each of the sages’ positions? In particular, think about R. Yehuda’s position — how can it be that the
entire people are to be punished for sins about which they are ignorant?

If you have time, read the selections from Yehoshua on page 6 of the handout.



