The Signs & the Measure of Shechita - Ha 'Simanim ve Shiur Hashechita
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How much must one cut of the trachea and esophagus? The best way to slaughter
is to cut both of them an animal and a fowl side by side, this is what he (the
slaughterer) should do. If you cut the majority one sign by a fowl, and the majority

of both signs of a (kosher) domestic or wild animal, the slaughter is acceptable...
Shulchan Aruch Y”D 21:1-2

Shiur HaShechita

Lehathila
- kane va’vashet
be dieved
- Rov echad be’oaf
- Rov shnayim be’behema

The Five Disqualifying Acts - Hamisha Poslei Shechita
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Any butcher which does not know the laws of shechita it is not permissible to eat
from his shechita. And these are the laws: pausing, chopping, covering, missing

(cutting outside the permitted area), and tearing.
Shulchan Aruch Y”D - 23:1

- Shachdehu
- Shehiya: Pausing
- Chalada: Covering
- Drasa: Chopping
- Hagrama: Missed cut
- lkur: Tearing



Chalif/Sakin - The Shechita Knife
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One may slaughter with anything that is detached from the ground, whether
slaughtering with a knife or a rock or a thin reed of a lake, or any of these that can
cut. (one may slaughter).(These objects) must have a sharp edge, and cannot have a

flaw...
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh De’ah 6:1
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And one who cannot approximate should take a knife the width of 2 necks of

whatever animal is being slaughtered...
Rema on Shulchan Aruch Yoreh De’ah 8:1

Design Requirements

- Twice as long as the neck of the animal
- Blunt flat end (no sharp tip)
- Chad ve’chalak “sharp and smooth”

Automated Slaughter
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A person may set a knife on a wheel of stone or wood that rotates by one's hand or
foot, and proceed (with the contraption) to the neck of the animal or fowl until it is
slaughtered by turning the wheel. (and it is acceptable). And if water rotates the
wheel and he places the neck of [the animal] opposite it while it was turning

causing it to be slaughtered, it is unacceptable...
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh De’ah 7:1



