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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 206-207

“It is a time to act for the Lord...” (Ps. 119:126). Even
though the Torah said “A woman must not put on a
man’s apparel, nor shall a man wear woman’s clothing”
(Deut. 22:5), if enemies besiege the city or if they are
traveling on the road, and if they (i.e. the enemies) know
that they are women, they will rape them — they should
travel in men’s clothing, and even with a sword, so that
they will think they are men...

There was an incident with a very pretty woman, who
was traveling on the road with her husband, and she
made herself a beard from the hair of her friend and put
it on her face, so that anyone who saw her thought she
was a man. And she was saved. And this is like boys who
don’t [yet] have a beard and wear women’s clothing to
be saved, or Christian clothing to deceive the enemies...
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 261

If a woman is walking on the road and hears that she
might encounter gentiles and is worried that they might
rape her, she should disguise herself as a female
religious woman (komeret, lit., priestess) so they won’t
rape her. And if she heard that Jewish thugs might harm
her, she may dress like a gentile woman, threaten to
betray them, and cry for help before they (the Jewish
thugs) attack. [All of these actions are permitted] so the
gentiles will help her, even if they kill the (Jewish) thugs.

Matutinale of Scheyern, Germany, 13th century. Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Miinchen, Cim 17401 (1), fol. 16r (61r)
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 260

“All who see them shall recognize that they are a stock
the Lord has blessed” (Isa. 61:9). How so? Israel (a Jew)
should say: “Even if soldiers come they (the Jews) should
not stitch crosses on their clothes nor make themselves
look like priests, nor place crosses in their homes, nor
have their heads in the manner of priests and monks, so
non-Jews might think that they are not Jewish.” And if
the non-Jews come through (the area) to hurt Jews and
the non-Jews go to a house of idol worship, the Jews
should not join them, so they will think that they (too)
are gentiles. For it says [in Scripture]: “If we forget the
name of God and spread forth our hands to a foreign
god” (Ps. 44:21).

0" ‘o ,(xn19) nrT1'0ON 190

' 992 YT 37 00 217°2° ORI DD awnne KD 20
DY WY ROW 2°9%0 O°R2 AR IR 1R XOW 7YX
0997710 07 17°KRD ON¥Y WY° XPWI 293 W O77°733
72132 W9 RPWY 291 DWW 07PN DY W ROW
013 OOW 2°7120 DMAT 1w 2PN 2°NI20 WX
0°O917 DAY 2T 02 2OV 202 OM) ON)
OOW 0°7120 YW a0nY 2vTIn 1070 XY M"Y noaa
97 HRY 11°00 W01 11°00K QW 10w X 'MRIW 0N
72V5 AR DY N2 207 12 27057 X7 X2 N
72V OX 92 0 972YN DONY 19 W 1D IR WO SV
NR° DAY ™ 97avn 7000 19 2°KI° 1 90 07ah Yvan

il



Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 203

During a persecution, one (Jewish) man donned
Christian garb and escaped, since they (the non-Jews)
thought he was a Christian. He (later) asked if he needed
to repent for [the sin of wearing] mixed cloths
(sha’atnez). They told him: “Since you [should have]
considered this in advance by purchasing [Christian]
clothes and repairing them with threads that were not
linen, you should repent.”
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Sefer Hasidim (Bologna), no. 9

The main strength of the pious man from beginning to end is that
even when scoffed at he does not forsake his piety, his intent is for
heaven's sake and he does not look at the countenances of
women: especially so among other men where women are
customarily seen, for example, if he has been in the wedding hall
where the women were garbed in choicest ornaments and all were
gazing but he did not stare, for that he will merit the great good
that is stored, as it is written, Which thou hast laid up for those
that fear thee (Ps 31.20). And his eye will be satiated with the
Divine Glory... For this reason it is best for someone when he
meets a woman, whether single or married, whether gentile or
Jewish, whether she be of age or a minor, to abstain from looking
at her. Thus do we find in Job (3.1), | have made a covenant with
mine eyed; how then should | look upon a maid. And thus it is
written in the book of Ben Sirach, "Avert your eyes from a beautiful
woman, lest you stumble and incur penalties for her." So Is 33.15,
And shuts his eyes from looking upon evil, refers to him who gazes
not upon women at the time when they stand by their wash.
When they wash their garments and lift their skirts so as not to soil
them, they reveal their legs, and we know a woman's leg is
sexually provocative and so said the sage, "Nothing interposes
better before desire, than closing one's eyes."
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 53

The third one said: | love a woman who is married, and my
love for her is as strong as death. | walked with her when
her husband was on a journey, and she loves me greatly
too. | hugged and kissed her and fondled her whole body,
but | did not have intercourse with her. | regarded all my
kisses and caresses as if they were between two men or
two women, for | intended to conquer my desire. | burned
with desire to have intercourse with her, but my desire did
not overcome me... | behaved this way for days and years,
and | could have done with her whatever | wished, since we
both lived in the house and her husband journeyed to a
distant land and could not prevent me from doing what |
wished, including to have intercourse with her. Yet |
refrained from doing so for the sake of God, but | permitted
myself fondling and kisses. But | did not enjoy them for my
heart was set on having intercourse with her. And | did this
for years in order to receive reward... And now | ask you
whether | need to perform acts of penance or if | will
receive a reward, for | am pure from any transgression.
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Sefer Hasidim (Parma), no. 58

Go and learn from a gentile prince. Once there was a ruler
territory people gathered at a large fair. They came from
everywhere, and all on the same day. Many prostitutes also
flocked there, and the prostitutes had a procuress. The ruler said
to his servant, "Take a large sum of money and hire all the
prostitutes because tomorrow people will come to the fair. After
you have hired all of them and given everything they want, put
them all in a house, prepare a comfortable bed for each, give
them food, drink, and wool to work, and guard them until the
fair is over. Then send them home." The servant went and spoke
to the procuress, "I will give your women everything you wish -
above and beyond what you would normally earn." And he gave
her everything she stipulated. He brought the prostitutes to a
house and guarded them there. When the fair was over, he
brought them back to town. He did this every time there was a
fair that attracted prostitutes. And how much more so should a
Jew, who must keep his distance from those who sin! Therefore
God commanded: There shall be no harlot among the daughters
of Israel (Deut 23.18). And it is written, Visit your neighbor
sparingly (Prov 25.17). Consider: If there are two friends in
business together, and one of them has a beautiful wife, better
that he should to your house [than you to his].
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Bodleian Library (Oxford), Hebrew Ms. 1566, fol. 178a

If they do not know how to write, they will be forced to
request men to write their receipts for pledges when
they lend money. They will be alone with those men who
write for them and they may sin, and this will be my
fault, for whenever it is in one's ability to construct a
fence for sin and one does not do it, it is as if one has
caused it, as it is written in Hosea 4:13: "l will not punish
your daughters when they commit harlotry, nor your
daughters-in-law when they commit adultery,” because
it is the fathers who have been the cause. And even if
they do not sin, they may think about it. Moreover, he
did not want them to acquire a bad reputation, and thus
he taught them to write receipts for pledges, and he
taught them that whenever it was time for their
immersion they should not delay, for when her husband
desires her she should be ready, so that he will not
engage in bad thoughts, and so that she will preserve
him from all such fantasies.
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Sefer Rokeah (Eleazar b. Judah), Hilkhot Teshuva, no. 14

One who has sexual relations with his wife while she is a
niddah must fast for 40 days in a row and [submit to]
lashes every day. And he should not eat meat or drink
wine, and he should not eat warm food or bathe on
these days...

But after she immerses [in the mikveh], he should give
her pleasure and embrace her and kiss her and sanctify
himself with sexual intercourse. He should not use foul
language and should not see in her anything
contemptible, but should rather arouse her with
caresses and with all manner of embracing in order to
fulfil his desire and hers, so that he doesn’t think of
another, but rather only of her, since she is his intimate
partner, he should display affection and love toward her.
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Sefer Hasidim (Bologna), no. 14

The root of loving God is loving God with all your heart
(Deut 6.4) . .. And the joy of this love is of such intensity
and so overpowers the heart of those who love God,
that even after many days of not being with his wife and
having a great desire for her, in the hour that a man
ejaculates he does not find it as satisfying as the
intensity and power of loving God and finding joy in his
Creator . . . He must love the Creator with a great and
strong love until he becomes sick because of his love, as
the man who is love-sick for the affections of a woman
and reels constantly because of his love, when he sits,
rises, goes and comes, also when he eats and drinks. He
neither sleeps nor slumbers because of this love. Greater
than this should love of the Creator be in the hearts of
those who love him and they should be absorbed in it
constantly, as we were commanded, with all thy heart,
with all thy soul (Deut. 6:4).
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