God Who Suffers With:
Divine Presence Amidst Pain
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Lamentations Rabbah 1:16/1:50 (excerpts)
This is the story of Miriam bat Tanhum,
who was taken captive with her seven sons. . .

Caesar brought the seventh son, the youngest of them.
He said to him,

“Bow before the image.”

He said, “Heaven forbid!...

Caesar said to him, “Is there a God in the world?”
He said to him, “Woe to you Caesar,
that you see a world that is free for the taking.”

Caesar said to him, “But does your God have a mouth?”
He said to him, “Of your gods, it is written,
They have mouths, but do not speak. (Psalm 115:5)
But of our God, it is written,
By the word of God, the heavens were made.” (Psalm 33:6)

Caesar said to him, “But does your God have eyes?”
He said to him, “Of your gods it is written,
They have eyes but cannot see (Psalm 155:5)
But of our God, it is written,
The eyes of God roam over the entire earth.” (Zech. 4:10) . ..

Caesar said,
“If your God has all of these qualities,
why does he not save you from my hand
as He saved Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah?” ...

He said, “Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were deserving,
and Nebuchadnezzar was worthy
that a miracle be done at his hands.

But you are not worthy, and we are guilty.

If you did not kill us, there are many killers in the world—
many bears, wolves, lions, snakes, leopards
and scorpions that can attack us and kill us.

In the end, God will take repayment from you for our blood.”

Immediately, Caesar decreed that he be killed.
His mother said, “By your life, Caesar!

Give me my son, so [ may kiss him and embrace him.”
They gave her her son,

and she uncovered her breast and let him suckle milk. ..
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Bavli Gittin 58a
An account of a woman named Tsafnat bat Penuel:
Tsafnat because all gazed (tsofin) at her beauty,
bat Penuel because she was the daughter
of a high priest who served at the Holy of Holies.

She was captured and abused
by her captor the entire night.

Afterward, he dressed her in seven garments
and took her out to sell her in the market.

A certain man came who was extremely ugly.

He said to him, “Let me see her beauty.”

He said, “Empty one! If you wish to buy, then buy.
For her beauty is unmatched in the entire world.”

He said to him, “Even so, [let me see her.]”
He stripped off six wraps—
and she tore the seventh and rolled in the dirt.

She said before God, “Lord of the World,
even if You have no compassion on us,
have You no compassion

for the sanctity of Your great name?”

Regarding her, Jeremiah lamented: (Jer. 6:26)
Daughter of my people, put on sackcloth
and strew dust on yourselves!
Mourn, as for an only child;
walil bitterly, for the destroyer has come upon us.

It does not say “upon you,” but “upon us,”
foritis as if to say—
the Destroyer has come upon Me and upon you.



