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1. Vayikra 10
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.10.4?lang=bi&aliyot=0

The Sound of Silence
Miriam Gedwiser

Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire
pan, put fire in it, and laid incense on it; and they offered
before the LORD alien fire, which He had not enjoined
upon them. And fire came forth from the LORD and
consumed them; thus they died at the instance of-a the
LORD. Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the
LORD meant when He said: Through those near to Me I
show Myself holy, And gain glory before all the people.”
And Aaron was silent.

Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Uzziel the
uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come forward and
carry your kinsmen away from the front of the sanctuary
to a place outside the camp.”

They came forward and carried them out of the camp by
their tunics, as Moses had ordered.

And Moses said to Aaron and to his sons Eleazar and
Ithamar, “Do not bare your heads-b and do not rend
your clothes, lest you die and anger strike the whole
community. But your kinsmen, all the house of Israel,
shall bewail the burning that the LORD has wrought.
And so do not go outside the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, lest you die, for the LORD’s anointing oil is
upon you.” And they did as Moses had bidden.

And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying:

Drink no wine or other intoxicant, you or your sons,
when you enter the Tent of Meeting, that you may not
die. This is a law for all time throughout the ages, for you
must distinguish between the sacred and the profane,
and between the unclean and the clean; and you must
teach the Israelites all the laws which the LORD has
imparted to them through Moses.

Moses spoke to Aaron and to his remaining sons, Eleazar
and Ithamar: Take the meal offering that is left over from
the LORD’s offerings by fire and eat it unleavened beside
the altar, for it is most holy. You shall eat it in the sacred
precinct, inasmuch as it is your due, and that of your
sons, from the LORD’s offerings by fire; for so I have
been commanded. But the breast of elevation offering
and the thigh of gift offering you, and your sons and
daughters with you, may eat in any clean place, for they
have been assigned as a due to you and your sons from
the Israelites’ sacrifices of well-being. Together with the
fat of fire offering, they must present the thigh of gift
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offering and the breast of elevation offering, which are to
be elevated as an elevation offering before the LORD,
and which are to be your due and that of your sons with
you for all time—as the LORD has commanded.

Then Moses inquired about the goat of sin offering, and
it had already been burned! He was angry with Eleazar
and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, and said, “Why
did you not eat the sin offering in the sacred area? For it
is most holy, and He has given it to you to remove the
guilt of the community and to make expiation for them
before the LORD. Since its blood was not brought inside
the sanctuary, you should certainly have eaten it in the
sanctuary, as I commanded.” And Aaron spoke to Moses,
“See, this day they brought their sin offering and their
burnt offering before the LORD, and such things have
befallen me! Had I eaten sin offering today, would
the LORD have approved?” And when Moses
heard this, he approved.
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3. Midrash Aggadah (buber)

When Moses saw Aaron standing and in
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shock, saying “woe to me that this is the sin in
my and my sons hands,” Moses came over to
him and was comforting him. He said, “My
brother, this was said at Sinai, that in the
future the Blessed Holy One would sanctify
this house, and with a great person. Ithought
it would be me or you, but now your two sons
were found greater than either of us.” When
Aaron hear this he immediately was quiet.
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4. Ramban Vayikra 10:3

The meaning of “And Aharon was silent” - that
he was crying out loud and then was quiet.
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5. Chizkuni

Aharon was silent - from his desire to mourn.
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That is to say, he was quiet, and he did not cry
and scream like people usually would, because
due to his exalted status it was not appropriate
that he engage in these actions like other people.
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7. Abarbanel

[cites Ramban] But the explanation of
“Aharon was silent” is that his heart was
turned like an inanimate stone, and he
did not raise his voice in crying and
eulogizing like a father mourning
children. He also did not accept
consolation from Moses. For he had no
soul left in him, and no speech. Therefore
it says “Aharon was silent” in the sense of
inanimate and silent.
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8. Avot de-Rabbi Natan, Nuscha A, chapter 14

console him.

First had a son who died, and he accepted

to him, is it not enough for me that I am

of Adam?

daughters ...

you? He said to him, say. He said to him,

When RYBZ’s son died, his students came in to

Rabbi Eliezer entered and sat before him and
said, Rabbi, may I say something before you? He
said to him, say. He said to him, the Adam the

consolation. How do we know that he accepted
consolation? As it says, And Adam again knew
his wife. So too you accept consolation. He said
troubled myself, but you remind me of the pain
Rabbi Yehoshua entered, and he said, would you
like me to say a thing before you? He said to

him, say. He said to him, Iyov had sons and

Rabbi Yosi entered and sat before him. He said,
Rabbi, would you like me to say a thing before

Aharon had two adult sons, and they both died
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on one day, and he accepted consolation over
them, as it says, and Aharon was silent. Silence
is nothing but consolation. So too you accept
consolation. him, is it not enough for me that I
am troubled myself, but you remind me of the
pain of Aharon?

Rabbi Shimon entered, and he said, would you
like me to say a thing before you? He said to
him, say. He said to him, King David had a son
who died, . ..

Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh entered. When he saw
him, he said to his attendant, take my things and
come after me to the bathhouse, because he is a
great man and I cannot withstand him. He
entered and sat before him, and he said, I will
tell you an analogy. What is the thing like? A
person to whom the king entrusted a package.
Every day he would cry and scream and say “woe
to me, when will I get out of this responsibility in
peace?” So you, Rabbi, you had a son. He read
Torah (Tanakh), mishnah, laws, and aggadot,
and he departed from the world without sin.

You should accept consolation when you return
your package intact.

He said to him, Rabbi Elazar my son, you have
consoled me as people console.
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9. Rashi Vayikra 10:3

thee!" (Leviticus Rabbah 12 2).

THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SPOKE, etc. — Where had He
spoken this? In the statement (Exodus 29:43), "And there I
will be met by the children of Israel and it (the Tabernacle)
shall be sanctified by My glory (*11252)." Read not here >7i233,
"by My Glory" but *720%3, "through My honoured ones"
(Zevachim 115b). Moses here said to Aaron: "My brother,
Aaron! I knew that this House was to be sanctified by those
who are beloved of the Omnipresent God and I thought it
would be either through me or through thee; now I see that
these (thy sons who have died) are greater than me and than
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8) (Zevachim 115b; Leviticus Rabbah 12 2).

1% 271 AND AARON WAS SILENT — He received a reward
for his silence. And what was the reward he received? That the
subsequent Divine address was made to him alone and not to
Moses also — for to him alone was spoken the section (vv.
9—11) dealing with those who are intoxicated by wine (see v.
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10. Tzror ha-Mor

Thus it told us the high level of aharon and his
sons. That even though it is known that
prophecy does not vest on one who is sad, even
so the Word was designated for him. Because
his will was in agreement with the will of his
creator, and he justified the judgment on
himself with joy. Therefore the shechinah did
not leave him at the time of his pain and
mourning. And therefore prophecy came to
him to cheer him up and to comfort him. And it
told him, do not drink wine, the opposite of the
custom of those in mourning for whom it is a
mitzvah to give them wine. . ..
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10. Moed Kattan 28b

The Gemara returns to examining the halakhot of consolation.
Rabbi Yohanan said: The consolers are not permitted to
speak words of consolation until the mourner opens and
speaks first. As it is stated: “And they sat down with him upon
the ground for seven days and seven nights, and none spoke a
word to him; for they saw that his suffering was very great. After
this Job opened his mouth” (Job 2:13—3:1). And afterward:
“And Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said” (Job 4:1).
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11. Brachot 6b

Rav Pappa said: The primary reward for attending a
house of mourning [bei tammaya] is for the silence.
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