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“Technologies are not mere exterior aids, but also interior transformations of

consciousness, and never more than when they affect the word.”

- Walter Ong, Orality and Literacy, 30th Anniversary Edition (New York and

London: Routledge, 2002). Pg. 81

● What might we learn when we encounter Torah through new media?

● How has our tradition weathered past media shifts?

● What can we learn from past experiences to maximize the positive aspects of the

digital revolution? 

א:ב׳-ו׳ס׳גיטין
מַהוּחֶלְבּוֹ:לְרַבִּיגלִָילבְּניֵלֵיהּשְׁלַחוּ
הַכְּנסֶֶתבְּבֵיתבְּחוּמָּשִׁיםלִקְרוֹת

בִּידֵיהּ.הֲוָהלָאבְּצִיבּוּר?

לָאנפַָּחָא,יצְִחָקלְרַבִּישַׁייְלֵיהּאֲתָא
בִּידֵיהּ.הֲוָה

מֵהָאוּפַשְׁטוּהָמִדְרְשָׁא,בֵּישְׁאֵילאֲתָא
אָמַרנחְַמָניִבַּרשְׁמוּאֵלרַבִּידְּאָמַר
ירְִיעָהשֶׁחָסַרתּוֹרָהסֵפֶריוֹחָנןָ:רַבִּי
הָתָםהִיא,וְלָאבּוֹ.קוֹרִיןאֵין–אַחַת
מְחַסַּרלָאהָכָאבְּמִילְּתֵיהּ,מְחַסַּר

דְּאָמְרִייוֹסֵףוְרַברַבָּהבְּמִילְּתֵיהּ.
בְּבֵיתבְּחוּמָּשִׁיןקוֹרְאִיןאֵיןתַּרְוַייְהוּ:

Gittin 60a:2-6
The people of the Galilee sent a question to Rabbi Ḥelbo:
What is the halakha with regard to reading from
ḥumashim, i.e., scrolls containing only one of the five
books of the Torah, in the synagogue in public? Is this
permitted, or is it necessary to read from a complete Torah
scroll? An answer was not readily available to him.

He came and asked Rabbi Yitzḥak Nappaḥa, but an
answer was not readily available to him either.

Rabbi Yitzḥak Nappaḥa came and asked this question in
the study hall, and they resolved the difficulty from that
which Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani says that Rabbi
Yoḥanan says: With regard to a Torah scroll that is
missing even one sheet of parchment, one may not read
from it in public. This indicates that an incomplete Torah
scroll may not be used for a public Torah reading. The
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צִבּוּר.כְּבוֹדמִשּׁוּםהַכְּנסֶֶת,

הַאיתַּרְוַייְהוּ:דְּאָמְרִייוֹסֵףוְרַבוְרַבָּה
בֵּיהּלְמִקְרֵיאָסוּר–אַפְטָרָתָאסֵפֶר

בְּשַׁבָּת.

בַּרמָרלִיכָּתֵב.ניִתַּןדְּלֹאטַעְמָא?מַאי
אָסוּר.נמֵָילְטַלְטוֹלֵיאָמַר:אָשֵׁירַב
לְמִיקְרֵיחֲזיֵלָאדְּהָאטַעְמָא?מַאי
וּשְׁרֵילְטַלְטוֹלֵישְׁרֵיהִיא,וְלָאבֵּיהּ.

וְרַבִּייוֹחָנןָדְּרַבִּי–בֵּיהּלְמִיקְרֵי
בְּסִפְרָאמְעַיּיְניִלָקִישׁבֶּןשִׁמְעוֹן

ניִתַּןלֹאוְהָאבְּשַׁבְּתָא;דְאַגַּדְתָּא
״עֵתאֶפְשָׁר,דְּלָאכֵּיוָןאֶלָּאלִיכָּתֵב,
נמֵָי,הָכָאתּוֹרָתֶךָ״;הֵפֵרוּלַה׳לַעֲשׂוֹת

לַה׳לַעֲשׂוֹת״עֵתאֶפְשָׁר,דְּלָאכֵּיוָן
תּוֹרָתֶךָ״.הֵפֵרוּ

Gemara rejects this argument: But that is not so, i.e., this
cannot serve as a proof to the matter at hand. There, it is
lacking part of the matter it is addressing, as a sheet of
parchment is missing, whereas here, it is not lacking part
of the matter it is addressing, as it contains a complete
book.
Rabba and Rav Yosef both say: One does not read from
ḥumashim in the synagogue out of respect for the
community. And Rabba and Rav Yosef both say: It is
prohibited to publicly read the haftara, the portion from
the Prophets that is read after the weekly Torah portion, on
Shabbat, from a scroll containing only the haftarot.

What is the reason for this? It is because this type of scroll
may not be written, as the words of the Prophets must also
be written as complete books. Mar bar Rav Ashi said: To
handle such a scroll on Shabbat is also prohibited. What
is the reason for this? It is because it is not fit to be read.
Consequently, it is treated as set-aside [muktze] on Shabbat.
The Gemara rejects this argument: But that is not so; rather,
it is permitted to handle such a scroll and it is permitted
to read from it. And a proof for this is that Rabbi
Yoḥanan and Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish used to read
from a scroll of aggada containing the words of the Sages
on Shabbat. But such a scroll may not be written, for in
principle, the statements of the Oral Law may not be
committed to writing. Rather, since it is not possible to
remember the Oral Law without writing it down, it is
permitted to violate the halakha, as indicated by the verse:
“It is time to act for the Lord; they have nullified your
Torah” (Psalms 119:126). Here too, in the case of a haftara
scroll, since it is not always possible to write complete
books of the Bible, due to the expense, it is permitted to
apply the reasoning of “It is time to act for the Lord; they
have nullified your Torah.”
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א-בי״דתמורה
איגרתאדכתיבאשכחיהאיאמר
יוסף...לרבליהשלחי
אפשרמיאיגרתאליההוהואי

בריהאבארביאמרוהאלמישלחא
כותבייוחנןא"ראבאברחייאדרבי

מהןוהלמדהתורהכשורףהלכות
שכרנוטלאינו
מתורגמניהנחמניבריהודהר'דרש
לד,)שמותאומראחדכתובדר"ל
האלההדבריםאתלךכתובכז(

כיכז(לד,)שמותאומראחדוכתוב
לךלומרהאלההדבריםפיעל

רשאיאתהאיפהשעלדברים
אתהאיושבכתבבכתבלאומרן
רבידביותנאפהעללאומרןרשאי

האלההדבריםאתלךכתובישמעאל
כותבאתהאיןאבלכותבאתהאלה

חדתאמילתאדלמאאמריהלכות
שאני
בסיפראמעייניור"ליוחנןרבידהא

)תהליםהכיודרשיבשבתאדאגדתא
הפרולה'לעשותעתקכו(קיט,

ואלתורהתיעקרמוטבאמריתורתך
מישראל.תורהתשתכח

Temurah 14a-b
He (R. Dimi) said "If I had a messenger, I would have
written a letter and sent it to R. Yosef" ... And if he had a
letter, could he have sent it? Didn't R. Hiyya bar Abba say
in the name of R. Yohanan: Those who write the halachot
are like one who burns the Torah, and he who learns from
them receives no reward?

R. Yehudah bar Nahmani, the Meturgeman of Resh Lakish,
expounded: One verse says: “Write down for yourself these
words” (Exodus 34.37) and one verse says, “For according
to (al-pi, lit. “by the mouth”) these words” (Exodus 34:37),
in order to teach you that matters [transmitted] orally
(al-peh) you are not permitted to recite from writing and
those matters that are in writing you are not permitted to
recite from memory. And it's taught in the school of R.
Ishmael: Scripture says, “Write down for yourself these
words” (Exodus 34.37)-- these words you may write but
you may not write halakhot (laws). They said: Perhaps a
new matter is different?

For R. Yohanan and Resh Lakish used to study a book of
Aggadah on the Sabbath. And they explained it in this
manner: “It is time to act for the Lord, for they have made
void Your Torah” (Psalms 119:126), which they explained:
It is better that Torah be uprooted than Torah be forgotten in
Israel.

● What has been the important "Oral Torah" (any important teaching or

information you received orally) in your life?

● What is the important "Written Torah" in your life (any important teaching or

information you learned from a written text)?

לד:כזשמות
כְּתָב־לְךָאֶל־משֶֹׁהיהְוָהוַיּאֹמֶר

אֶת־הַדְּבָרִים
כָּרַתִּיהָאֵלֶּההַדְּבָרִיםעַל־פִּיכִּיהָאֵלֶּה
וְאֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵל׃בְּרִיתאִתְּךָ

Exodus 34:27
And the LORD said to Moses: Write down these
commandments, for in accordance with these
commandments I make a covenant with you and with Israel.
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מז:ארבהשמות
הוּאהֲדָאהָאֵלֶּה,הַדְּבָרִיםאֶתלְךָכְּתָב

רֻבֵּילוֹאֶכְתָּביב(:ח,)הושעדִכְתִיב
שֶׁנּגִלְָהבְּשָׁעָהנחְֶשָׁבוּ,זרָכְּמוֹתּוֹרָתִי
תּוֹרָהלִתֵּןבְּסִיניַהוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁ

הַסֵּדֶרעַללְמשֶׁהאֲמָרָהּלְישְִׂרָאֵל,
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַרוְאַגָּדָה,תַּלְמוּדוּמִשְׁנהָמִקְרָא
כָּלאֵתאֱלֹהִיםוַידְַבֵּרא(:כ,)שמות
שֶּׁהַתַּלְמִידמַהאֲפִלּוּהָאֵלֶּה,הַדְּבָרִים
לָרַבשׁוֹאֵל
בְּאוֹתָהּלְמשֶׁההוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁאָמַר
בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁמִפִּישֶׁלְּמָדָהּמֵאַחַרשָׁעָה
אָמַרלְישְִׂרָאֵל.לַמְּדָהּלוֹאָמַרהוּא,
אוֹתָהּאֶכְתּבֹעוֹלָםשֶׁלרִבּוֹנוֹלְפָניָו
לָהֶםלִתְּנהָּמְבַקֵּשׁאֵיניִלוֹאָמַרלָהֶם,
שֶׁעוֹבְדֵילְפָניַשֶׁגָּלוּימִפְּניֵבִּכְתָב,
וְלִטּלֹבָּהֶםלִשְׁלֹטעֲתִידִיםכּוֹכָבִים
בְּעוֹבְדֵיבְּזוּייִםוְיהְִיוּמֵהֶםאוֹתָהּ

לָהֶםנוֹתֵןאֲניִהַמִּקְרָאאֶלָּאכּוֹכָבִים,
אֲניִוְהָאַגָּדָהוְהַתַּלְמוּדוְהַמִּשְׁנהָבְּמִכְתָּב,

עוֹבְדֵייבָוֹאוּשֶׁאִםפֶּה,עַללָהֶםנוֹתֵן
מֻבְדָּלִיםיהְִיוּבָּהֶםוְישְִׁתַּעְבְּדוּכּוֹכָבִים
רֻבֵּילוֹאֶכְתָּבאִםלַנּבִָיאאָמַרמֵהֶם.
עוֹשֶׂהאֲניִוּמָהנחְֶשָׁבוּ,זרָכְּמוֹתּוֹרָתִי
וְהַמִּשְׁנהָבִּכְתָב,הַמִּקְרָאאֶתנוֹתֵןלָהֶם,

זהֶכְּתָבפֶּה.בְּעַלוְהָאַגָּדָהוְהַתַּלְמוּד
פִּיעַלכִּיכז(:לד,)שמותהַמִּקְרָא,
וְהַתַּלְמוּד,הַמִּשְׁנהָזוֹהָאֵלֶּההַדְּבָרִים

לְבֵיןישְִׂרָאֵלבֵּיןמַבְדִּילִיםשֶׁהֵם
כּוֹכָבִיםהָעוֹבְדֵי

Shemot Rabbah 47:1
'Inscribe those words for yourself [for according to those
words I have formed a covenant with you and with Israel']
As it is stated: 'I write for them the great things of My law
like strange things they are considered.' When God
revealed Himself at Sinai to give the Torah to Israel, He
said [taught] to Moses the following order: Bible,
Mishnah, Talmud, and Aggadah, as it says : "God spoke
all these words, saying", even what a student will ask his
teacher.

God then said to Moses, after he had learnt it from the
mouth of G-d, "Teach it to Israel". He said to him, "G-d!
Should I write it down?" He replied "I am not asking you
to give it to them in writing because it is known to Me that
in the future the nations will rule over them, and take it
[the Torah] from them, and it will be degraded by the
nations. So the Scriptures I will give them in writing but
the Mishna, Talmud and Aggada I will give orally. If the
nations will enslave them, the Jews will be different
[unique] to the nations. He said to the prophet 'If I write
for them the great things of My law, they will be
considered like strangers.' And what am I [G-d] going to
do? I will give them the Bible written, the Mishna, Talmud
and Aggada orally. 'Inscribe those words for yourself '
'Inscribe' refers to the Bible, 'for according to those words'
refer to the Mishna and Talmud, for those are what
separates the Jews from the nations.

● What's the use case for Oral Torah? What is it really good for? What does it add

to the user experience of Torah?

● What's the use case for Written Torah? What is it really good for? What does it

add to the user experience of Torah?

● How is digital Torah like Oral? How is it like Written?

● What are some aspects of Torah or ways of studying that aren't captured by either

Oral or Written which you would like the digital age to provide?
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