Feeding Babies 4: Shabbat

Tosefta Shabbat 9:20-21

A child may not suckle from a kosher animal on Yom
Tov and also certainly not on Shabbat. Abba Shaul
said: We were accustomed to suckle from a kosher
animal on a Festival. A woman may not lighten her
breasts and express milk into a cup or a bowl and feed
it to her son. One may not suckle on a gentile woman
or a non kosher animal. If it is a matter of danger,
nothing stands in the way of protecting a life.

Yevamot 114a:8-12

Come and hear: A child may regularly suckle from a
gentile woman; and a child may suckle from a non-kosher
animal. And in both cases one need not be concerned that he
might be considered one who suckles from a detestable
creature. But one may not feed a child unslaughtered animal
carcasses, or animals with wounds that will cause the
animals to die within twelve months [tereifot], or
repugnant creatures, or creeping animals. A child may
suckle from all these, including the non-kosher creatures,
even on Shabbat, but in the case of an adult, it is prohibited
for him to suckle on Shabbat even from a kosher animal. Abba
Shaul says: We were accustomed to suckle from a kosher
animal on a Festival, rather than milk it by hand, in the usual
way. In any event, this zanna teaches that one need not be
concerned that he might be considered one who suckles from
a detestable creature, which indicates that a child may be left
to eat forbidden food. The Gemara rejects this: There,
permission is granted due to a danger, because a child must
eat. The Gemara asks: If so, it should also be permitted for an
adult, as saving a human life supersedes these prohibitions. The
Gemara answers: An adult requires consultation, i.e., doctors
or other experts must examine him and establish that he is
dangerously ill. The Gemara retorts: A minor should also
require consultation as to whether he is in danger. Rav Huna,
son of Rav Yehoshua, said: There is no need for a special
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consultation, as in an unspecified case a child is in danger
with regard to milk. It can be assumed that a child needs milk,
and if he does not get it, he will be in danger. The Gemara
analyzes the last opinion in the above baraita. Abba Shaul
says: We were accustomed to suckle from a kosher animal
on a Festival. The Gemara inquires: What are the
circumstances? If there is imminent danger to a person, even
on Shabbat it should also be permitted. And if there is no
danger, even on a Festival it should be prohibited. The
Gemara answers: No, it is necessary in a case where there is
suffering, i.c., they suffer from thirst but no danger is involved.
The Gemara explains: And Abba Shaul holds that sucking
directly from an animal is considered the prohibited labor of
extracting performed in an unusual manner. It is prohibited
to remove food from a source that is not fit for consumption.
However, in this case he does not do so in the usual way of
milking, but by sucking, and therefore it is prohibited by
rabbinic law. Consequently, on Shabbat, when itis a
prohibition punishable by stoning, the Sages issued a decree
in this case, even if the milking is done in an unusual manner.
Conversely, with regard to a Festival, when labor is a negative
prohibition that is not punishable by stoning, the Sages did
not issue a decree in a situation that involves suffering. In any
case, this source offers no proof with respect to how to treat a
child who transgresses.
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Shabbat 135a:5

And the Sages taught: A child born after eight months is
like a stone with regard to the halakhot of set-aside
[muktze], and it is prohibited to move him. However,
his mother may bend over the child and nurse him
due to the danger that failure to nurse will cause her to

fall ill.
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Shabbat 107a:3

With regard to this issue Shmuel said: With regard to all

exempt rulings in the halakbot of Shabbat, although one who
performs the action is exempt by Torah law, his action is

prohibited by rabbinic law, with the exception of these three
for which he is exempt and it is permitted to perform the

action.

One is this case of the deer. And from what source do we
conclude that one is exempt and it is permitted? From the fact
that it was taught in the latter clause of the mishna: To what
is this second person’s action similar? To one who locks his
house to secure it and it turns out a deer that was trapped
before Shabbat is also secured inside.

And another example where he is exempt and it is permitted is:

One who drains an abscess containing pus on Shabbat, if he
did so to create a permanent opening in it, he is liable.
However, if he did so to drain fluid from it, he is exempt.
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And from what source do we conclude that one is exempt and
it is permitted? As we learned in a mishna: A hand needle

used for sewing clothes may be moved on Shabbat to remove a
thorn. Apparently, removing a thorn on Shabbat is permitted 24
initio to the extent that one is even permitted to move a needle for
that purpose.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 330:8

8. If the infant was born after an eight-month
pregnancy or after a pregnancy which may be
either seven or eight months and he does not
have grown hair or nails, it is forbidden to carry
him. His mother leans over him and breastfeeds
him because the milk pains her. She can also use
her hand to release the milk that pains her.
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Pesachim 112a:12

The Gemara continues to cite similar advice dispensed by Rabbi
Akiva. Rabbi Akiva commanded Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai to
do five matters when Rabbi Akiva was imprisoned. Beforehand,
Rabbi Shimon said to him: Rabbi, teach me Torah. Rabbi Akiva
said to him: I will not teach you, as it is dangerous to do so at the
present time. Rabbi Shimon said to him in jest: If you will not
teach me, I will tell Yohai my father, and he will turn you over
to the government. In other words, I have no means of persuading
you; you are already in prison. Rabbi Akiva said: My son, know
that more than the calf wishes to suck, the cow wants to
suckle, but I am afraid of the danger. Rabbi Shimon said to him:
And who is in danger? Isn’t the calf in danger, as you are in jail
and I am the one at risk?
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Jerusalem Talmud Shabbat 7:2:54

“One who sweeps, who sprinkles, who makes cheese, who
makes butter, who milks, and who takes down honeycombs,
is liable for a purification sacrifice according to Rabbi Eliezer.
But the Sages say, it is because of Sabbath rest.” Rebbi Yose
ben Rebbi Abun said, they do not disagree. He who sweeps,
who sprinkles, is liable because of threshing. He who makes
cheese, who makes butter, is liable because of kneading. He
who milks, and who takes down honeycombs, is liable
because of harvesting. He who squeezes budding olives is
liable because of harvesting. Who needs this? Rebbi Eliezer.

Shabbat 95a:2-4

The Sages taught in a baraita: One who milks an animal, and
one who sets milk to curdle, and one who makes cheese, in

the measure of a dried fig-bulk, and one who sweeps the

house, and one who sprinkles water on the floor, and one who
removes honeycombs, if he did so unwittingly on Shabbat,
he is liable to bring a sin-offering. If he did so intentionally on

a Festival, he receives forty lashes; this is the statement of
Rabbi Eliezer. And the Rabbis say: Both this, on Shabbat

and that, on a Festival, these actions are only prohibited due to

a rabbinic decree, not by Torah law. Therefore, one is neither

liable to bring a sin-offering nor to receive lashes for performing

those actions. The Gemara relates: Rav Nahman bar Gurya

happened to come to Neharde’a. The students asked him: For

what prohibited labor is one who milks liable? He said to

them: For milking. For what prohibited labor is one who sets

milk to curdle liable? He said to them: For setting milk to
curdle. For what is a person who makes cheese liable? He
said to them: For making cheese. They said to him: Your

teacher was a reed cutter in a swamp who did not know how
to explain the mishna to his students. He came and asked those

questions in the study hall. They said to him: One who

milks is liable for performing the prohibited labor of
extracting, which is a subcategory of threshing, on Shabbat.

This is because when one extracts milk from a cow it is similar to
the act of threshing, where one removes the desired content from

its covering. One who sets milk is liable for the prohibited

labor of selecting because part of the milk is separated and made
into congealed milk. And one who makes cheese is liable for

building because the cheese within the milk assumes a solid
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form, which is similar to the process of building. The baraita
cited above taught: With regard to one who sweeps the house,
and one who sprinkles water on the floor, and one who
removes honeycombs, if he did so unwittingly on Shabbat,
he is liable to bring a sin-offering. If he did so intentionally on
a Festival, he receives forty lashes; this is the statement of
Rabbi Eliezer.
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Shabbat 75a:5

We learned in the mishna, among those liable for performing
primary categories of labor: One who traps a deer or any other
living creature. The Sages taught in a Tosefta: One who traps a
bilazon and breaks its shell to remove its blood for the dye is
liable to bring only one sin-offering. He is not liable for breaking
the shell. Rabbi Yehuda says: He is liable to bring two, for
performing the prohibited labors of trapping and for threshing, as
Rabbi Yehuda would say: The breaking of a bhilazon is
included in the primary category of threshing, as its objective is to
extract the matter that he desires from the shell that he does not.
The Rabbis said to him: Breaking the shell is not included in
the primary category of threshing. Rava said: What is the
rationale for the opinion of the Rabbis? They hold: Threshing
applies only to produce that grows from the ground. One who
extracts other materials from their covering is exempt. The Gemara
asks: Even if extracting blood is not considered threshing, let him
be liable for taking a life as well. Rabbi Yohanan said: This is
referring to a case where he broke its shell after it was dead.

Yevamot 114a:8-12

Abba Shaul says: We were accustomed to suckle from a
kosher animal on a Festival, rather than milk it by hand, in the
usual way.

Ketubot 60a:11

On the same topic it is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Marinos
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says: One who is coughing due to an illness that requires milk N2w3a 271 pIi
but did not have milk available may suck milk directly from an

animal’s udders on Shabbat, although milking is a prohibited

labor on Shabbat. What is the reason? Sucking the milk in this LT OMRDD POn P RHYY RN
way constitutes an act of extracting in an unusual manner. A2 9713 K? XY 0ipna
Although milking is an example of the labor of extracting, a

subcategory of the primary category of threshing, it is prohibited

by Torah law only when the labor is performed in its typical

manner. One who nurses from an animal is extracting the milk in

an unusual manner. Such labor is prohibited by rabbinic law, but

in a situation involving pain, like one who is coughing, the

Sages did not issue a decree. Rabbi Yosef said: The halakha 017 0273 17297 A1 27 N
is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Marinos.
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Mishneh Torah, Sabbath 8:7

A person who threshes [an amount of grain the size of] a dried
fig is liable. [The forbidden labor of] threshing applies only
with regard to the earth's produce.

Extracting produce from its shell is a derivative of threshing; [a
person who performs this activity] is liable. The same applies in
all similar situations. Similarly, a person who milks an animal is
liable for extracting food.

...One is not liable unless one extracts a quantity of blood or
milk equivalent to the size of a dried fig.
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Yoma 84b:7-8

§ The Sages taught in a baraita: One engages in saving a
life on Shabbat, and one who is vigilant to do so is
praiseworthy. And one need not take permission from
a court but hurries to act on his own. How so? If one sees
a child who fell into the sea, he spreads a fisherman’s net
and raises him from the water. And one who is vigilant
and acts quickly is praiseworthy, and one need not seek
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permission from a court, although in doing so he
catches fish in the net as well. Similarly, if one sees a child
fall into a pit and the child cannot get out, he digs part of
the ground out around the edge of the pit to create a
makeshift step and raises him out. And one who is
vigilant and acts quickly is praiseworthy, and one need
not seek permission from a court, although in doing so
he fashions a step. Similarly, if one sees that a door is
locked before a child and the child is scared and crying, he
breaks the door and takes the child out. And one who
is vigilant and acts quickly is praiseworthy, and one
need not seek permission from a court, although he
intends to break it into boards to be used later. Similarly,
one may extinguish a fire by placing a barrier of metal or
clay vessels filled with water in front of it on Shabbat
when life is endangered. And one who is vigilant and acts
quickly is praiseworthy, and one need not seek
permission from a court, although he leaves the coals,
which can be used for cooking after Shabbat.

The Use of Electricity on Shabbat
Rabbi Michael Broyde & Rabbi Howard Jachter
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1. Turning on an appliance is analogous to creating something new (molid) which is prohibited on

Shabbat. (Beit Yitzhak)

2. Completion of a circuit is prohibited because it is a form of building (boneh). (Chazon Ish)

3. Turning on an appliance violates the prohibition of ma'keh bepatish (completing a product).

(Rav Uziel, Tzitz Eliezer, Rav Henkin on a d’rabbanan level)

4. Completion of a circuit must kindle sparks and therefore is prohibited because it creates a flame.

(Melamed 'Hoil, Chelkat Yaakov, Minhat Yitzhak)

5. The use of any electrical current leads to an increase in fuel consumption at the power station,

which is prohibited. (Chashmal 'or Halacha)

6. Heating of a metal transistor or wire, even when no visible light is emitted, is prohibited because

of cooking or burning. (Chazon Ish)

7. The use of electricity without light or heat is actually permitted, but because observant Jews since

the invention of electricity have maintained that it is prohibited to use electrical appliances on

Shabbat, and rabbinic authorities approved of this stricture, it is prohibited to use such appliances -
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http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/english/journal/broyde_1.htm

absent great need - because of tradition. (Minchat Shlomo/R’Shlomo Zalman Auerbach)
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Pumping on Shabbat - Rav Rabinovitch

Pumping on Shabbat - Machon Puah

Pumping on Shabbat - Yoetzet Dr. Deena Zimmerman

Pumping on Shabbat - Rav Re'em HaKohen Tzomet

V.  Haakaa
797 390 11 PO DRYSDR MaT nw
Rabbi Malkiel Zvi b. R. Yonah halevi Tannenbaum, Poland, 1847 - 1910
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