Feeding Babies 2: Whose Job Is It Anyways?

1. Ketubot 59b:6-7

MISHNA: And these are tasks that a wife must
perform for her husband: She grinds wheat into flour,
and bakes, and washes clothes, cooks, and nurses her
child, makes her husband’s bed, and makes thread from
wool by spinning it. If she brought him one
maidservant, i.c., brought the maidservant with her into
the marriage, the maidservant will perform some of these
tasks. Consequently, the wife does not need to grind, and
does not need to bake, and does not need to wash
clothes. If she brought him two maidservants, she does not
need to cook and does not need to nurse her child if she
does not want to, but instead may give the child to a wet
nurse. If she brought him three maidservants, she does not
need to make his bed and does not need to make thread
from wool. If she brought him four maidservants, she may
sit in a chair [katedra] like a queen and not do anything,
as her maidservants do all of her work for her. Rabbi
Eliezer says: Even if she brought him a hundred
maidservants, he can compel her to make thread from
wool, since idleness leads to licentiousness.
Consequently, it is better for a woman to be doing some
kind of work. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Even
one who vows that his wife is prohibited from doing any
work must divorce her and give her the payment for her
marriage contract, since idleness leads to idiocy.

2. Ketubot 59b:10-12

§ The mishna mentions among a wife’s obligations that she
nurses her child. The Gemara suggests: Let us say that
the mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of Beit
Shammai, as it is taught in a baraita: If a woman took a
vow not to nurse her child, Beit Shammai say: Since she
vowed, she must remove her nipple from his mouth and
not nurse him. Beit Hillel say: Her husband can compel
her, and she must nurse the child even against her will.
However, if she was divorced and therefore had no further
obligations to her husband, he cannot compel her.
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Nevertheless, if the baby recognized her, then even after
the divorce, her husband may pay her a salary as a wet
nurse and compel her to nurse due to the danger that the
child will starve if he refuses to nurse from another woman.
This baraita indicates that according to Beit Shammai a
woman has no obligation to nurse her child. If she had a
prior obligation to her husband to nurse the child, the vow
would not take effect.

...And furthermore, it is taught in a baraita that Beit
Shammai explicitly say with regard to all women, not
specifically in the context of vows: She does not need to
nurse if she does not want to. Rather, it is clear that the
mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of Beit
Shammai.

3. Ketubot 59b:13-60a:3

The Gemara above quotes a baraita where it is taught that if
the baby recognized her, her husband can compel her to
continue nursing even after she is divorced, but he must pay her
for nursing. The Gemara asks: How old does the child have to
be so that one can assume that he already recognizes his
mother? Rava said that Rav Yirmeya bar Abba said that
Rav said: Three months, and Shmuel said: Thirty days,
and Rabbi Yitzhak said that Rabbi Yohanan said: Fifty
days. Rav Shimi bar Abaye said: The halakba is in
accordance with what Rabbi Yitzhak said in the name of
Rabbi Yohanan. The Gemara asks: Granted, Rav and Rabbi
Yohanan are in dispute with regard to the difference between
fifty days and three months, as it is possible that each baby
varies according to its intelligence, as one baby is sufficiently
developed at fifty days, while another knows his mother at only
three months. However, according to Shmuel, can you find
a case like this, a one-month-old baby who recognizes his
mother? The Gemara relates: When Rami bar Yehezkel came
from Eretz Yisrael, he said: Do not listen to, i.c., do not
accept, those principles that my brother Yehuda said in
the name of Shmuel, as Shmuel did not establish a particular
time with regard to this matter. Rather, this is what Shmuel
said: Whenever he recognizes her, i.c., there is no fixed age at
which this occurs. One must check each baby to see whether he
recognizes his mother.

The Gemara relates: A certain divorcée came before Shmuel,
as she did not wish to nurse her son. He said to Rav Dimi bar
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Yosef: Go and check her, i.c., verify whether the child
recognizes his mother. He went, placed her in a row of
women, and took her son in his arms and passed him near
them to see how the child would react. When the child
reached her, he looked at her face with joy, and she averted
her eyes from him, as she did not want to look at him. He
said to her: Lift up your eyes, get up and take your son, as
it is obvious that he knows you. The Gemara asks: If this is so,
then how does a blind baby know and recognize his mother?
Rav Ashi said: Through smell and through the taste of her
milk.

4, ISamuel 1:20-28

Hannah conceived, and at the turn of the year bore a son. She
named him Samuel, meaning, “I asked the LORD for him.” And
when the man Elkanah and all his household were going up to
offer to the LORD the annual sacrifice and his votive sacrifice,
Hannah did not go up. She said to her husband, “When the child
is weaned, I will bring him. For when he has appeared before the
LORD, he must remain there for good.” Her husband Elkanah
said to her, “Do as you think best. Stay home until you have
weaned him. May the LORD fulfill His word.”™ So the woman
stayed home and nursed her son until she weaned him. When she
had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three
bulls,” one ephab of flour, and a jar of wine. And though the boy
was still very young,'b she brought him to the House of the LORD
at Shiloh. After slaughtering the bull, they brought the boy to Eli.
She said, “Please, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman
who stood here beside you and prayed to the LORD. It was this
boy I prayed for; and the LORD has granted me what I asked of
Him. I, in turn, hereby lend him to the LORD. For as long as he
lives he is lent to the LORD.” And they bowed low there before
the LORD.

S. Radak on I Samuel 1:22:1

Until the boy will be weaned: Until the end of his nursing,
and that is the twenty-four months that an infant nurses. And
even though they were obligated to bring him [to Shiloh] on
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account of, "every male shall appear” (Exodus 23:17) - our
Rabbis, may their memory be blessed, said it was because she
saw that he was pampered and weak, so she was concerned lest
he fall sick because of the travel.

6. Ketubot 60a:4

§ Apropos the period of time during which a child nurses, the
Gemara continues to debate different aspects of this matter.
The Sages taught in a baraita: A child may continue to
nurse until the age of twenty-four months, and from this
point forward, if he continues to nurse, he is like one who
nurses from a non-kosher animal, as a woman’s milk is
forbidden to anyone other than a small child; this is the
statement of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Yehoshua says: A child
may continue to nurse even for four or five years, and this is
permitted. However, if he ceased, i.c., was weaned, after
twenty-four months and then resumed nursing, he is like
one who nurses from a non-kosher animal.

7. Ketubot 60a:12-13

The Gemara continues discussing the aforementioned baraita,
which states: If the child ceased nursing after twenty-four
months and then resumed, he is like one who nurses from a
non-kosher animal. The Gemara asks: How long must he
cease nursing to be considered weaned? Rav Yehuda bar
Haviva said that Shmuel said: Three days. There are those
who say that this was not an amoraic statement, but rather a
baraita that is taught by Rav Yehuda bar Haviva before
Shmuel: Weaning takes effect after three days.

8. Ketubot 60a:13-60b:5

The Gemara discusses other halakbot relating to nursing. The
Sages taught: A nursing woman whose husband died
within twenty-four months of her child’s birth may not be
betrothed and may not get married until twenty-four
months from the day the child was born. The reason for this
decree is to protect the child. If she remarries she may become
pregnant and may not be able to continue nursing, but her
second husband will not be obligated to support the child who
is not his son. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir. And
Rabbi Yehuda permits getting married after eighteen
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months. Rabbi Natan bar Yosef said: These words are the
same as the statement of Beit Shammai, and those words
are the same as the statement of Beit Hillel, i.c., this is an
ancient dispute, as Beit Shammai say: Twenty-four months,
and Beit Hillel say: Eighteen months. Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel said: I will decide. According to the one who says
twenty-four months, she may marry after twenty-one
months, since even if she gets pregnant, for the first three
months of pregnancy she can still continue to nurse.
According to the one who says eighteen months, she may
marry after fifteen months, since the milk becomes
spoiled due to pregnancy only after three months. Ulla
said: The balakba is in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Yehuda. And Mar Ukva said: Rabbi Hanina
allowed me to marry a nursing woman after fifteen
months.

9. Mishneh Torah, Marriage 21:5-6

There are other tasks that a woman performs for her husband
when they are poor; they are: to bake bread in an oven - Ezra
ordained that a woman get up early and bake bread so that
there will be bread available to give the poor.

She should cook food, wash clothes, nurse her child, place
straw before her husband's beast - but not before his cattle -
and grind [flour].

What does grinding [flour] involve? [Not that the woman
actually operates the mill herself,] but that she stays at the
mill, sifts the flour and prods the animal [who turns the mill],
so that [the operation of] the mill will not be hampered. If it
is the [local] custom, for women to grind [flour] using a hand
mill, [a woman] should grind [flour in this manner]. When
does the above apply? With regard to a poor [couple]. If,
however, a woman brings a maid to [the household] or
property with which a maid could be purchased, or if the
man possesses a maid or funds with which a maid could be
purchased, the wife is not required to grind [flour], to bake,
to do laundry or to place straw before her husband's beast.

If the wife brings two maids to [the household] or
property with which two maids could be purchased, or
if the man possesses two maids or is [wealthy] enough to
purchase two maids, the wife is not required to cook or
to nurse her child. Instead, she gives him to a maid to
nurse.

AY2X] 00 WING 7277 K
TN 2PV XYP? npIn — W
Ty 3iwa MmiRG 77 Wn
Ny menna KTy N — W
NP 2¥3 2900 PRV °97 U
RPW MR 2T WY RY
:RIPW W MR AT 272 1277
X7 NDRYY RPI7020 1R 07

XN Y awnn

N-17IRD MIVOR MDD TN s

Iy TYRIW NINR NioRon v
P9IN 77 19X 073 1Y 1212 A7Y27
YR TANY 1A XYY, 002 N2
XN N9T MINY 2T 791N NN
1WA DY NPWIm 077

132 N TRRIMY OOTI2T DX NORM)
197 X2 228 1AR732 °197 120 NI
pl7albiyiclole ' golehiyiola Rl

X N0 APRY TRRT NRYN 202
202 X7 72 THTRT R NRON
2y 01072 Y7 1277 M7 oY .07
0»1¥2 2°7PNK 22127 A2 NN T
R IR AnsY 1% 19°197 OX P28

IR NOX 09 T NI IR 000
Tinn 2 My R NoX Apew 2 anw
APR NOX A79Y 330 N1IR? 073

N3N 2] NQ327n X719 K71 njwn
N I 79997 AR 197 130

TR DAY POINTT 27023 X ninpw
NinpW "nw i 1w 9N Ninpw “nw
niNsY Snw niIpY MR I IN
I3 DY TP PRI NPWAIR AP
;P17 TBWY ISR NNy RHN


https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Marriage.21.5-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Marriage.21.5-6

10. Mishneh Torah, Marriage 21:11-17

During the time a woman nurses her child, she is not compelled
to perform as many tasks [as usual], and wine and foods that are
beneficial to nursing are added to her support.

If, despite the fact that she was allotted the foods appropriate for
her, she desires to eat more or desires to eat other foods, because
of the craving in her stomach, she is entitled to eat everything she
desires [provided she pays for the additional food] from her own
funds. The husband cannot prevent her, saying: "Perhaps she
will overeat or eat harmful foods and the child will die.” [The
rationale is] that the physical pain the woman feels takes priority.

When a woman bears twins, she cannot be compelled to nurse
both of them. Instead, she is required to nurse one, while the
husband is required to hire a nursemaid for the second child.

If a woman desires to nurse another woman's child together with
her own, her husband may object and restrict her to nursing
only her own child.

Although a woman takes a vow not to nurse her child, she may
be compelled to do so until the child - whether a boy or a girl - is
24 months old.

If a woman desires to nurse her child, but her husband objects,
claiming that this will mar her beauty, she is given this
prerogative, for it is painful for her to part from her child. [This
law applies] even if she owns several maids.

If she is poor and would thus be obligated to nurse her child, but
her husband is rich, and it is appropriate that his wife not be
obligated to nurse his child - if his wife does not desire to nurse,
he must hire a nursemaid or buy a maid, even if he did not
possess any maidservants beforehand. [The rationale is] that the
woman's social standing rises together with that of her husband
and does not descend with his. If a woman claims that [her
husband] is of [a social standing that] requires him to hire or
purchase a maid, and he claims that he is not, the burden of
proof is on the woman. [The husband] is not [required] to take
an oath.

When a woman is divorced, she cannot be compelled to nurse
[her child]. If she desires to nurse the child, [her ex-husband]
must pay her a wage. If she does not desire [to nurse], she should
give the son to his father, and he should care for him.

When does the above apply? When she did not nurse the child
long enough for him to recognize her. If, however, [the child is
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able] to recognize his mother, even if [the child] is blind, he
should not be separated from his mother because of the
[possible] danger [the separation will cause] the child. Instead,
the woman is compelled to nurse the child for a wage until he
reaches the age of 24 months. [A husband] is not [obligated to]
support his divorcee, even when she is nursing his child. In
addition to the wage she receives [as a nursemaid], he must,
however, provide her with those things that the child needs for
clothing, food, drink, salves and the like. A woman who is
pregnant is not entitled to any [payment] at all [from her
ex-husband].

[The following rules apply after the 24] months have been
completed, and the child has been weaned. If the divorcee desires
that her son remain in her custody, he is not separated from her
until he completes his sixth year [of life]. Instead, his father is
compelled to provide him with his sustenance while he lives with
his mother.

After the child completes his sixth year, the father has the right
to say: "If [my son] is in my custody, I will support him. If,
however, he continues to live with his mother, I will not give him
anything."

A mother, by contrast, is given custody of her daughter forever,
even after [she passes] the age of six.
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