Procreation in Halakhah and Aggada
Shana Strauch Schick
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A man may not desist from procreating unless he has children. Children’s children are like children. If one [of his
two children] dies or becomes castrated he is not allowed to desist.
A man may not live without a woman, and a woman may not live without a man.
A man is not allowed to drink a sterilizing potion to avoid producing children and a woman may not drink a
sterilizing potion in order to avoid producing children.
A man may not marry a barren woman, an old woman, an aylonit (one unable to bear children), a minor, or a
woman who is not fit to have children. A woman may not marry a eunuch even [if he is capable of sexual
relations].
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a) R. L’azar in the name of R. Yose son of Zimra®: The reason for the tannaitic position is: “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the land and conquer it” (Genesis 1:28) “Conquer it” it is written (as if in the singular). Whose
manner is to conquer? It is the man, not the woman.
b) R. Yirmiya, R. Abbahu, and R. Issac b. Merion in the name of R. Hanina: The law is like R. Yohanan b.
Baroga.

1R. E’azar b. Pedat, a third generation amora; originally from Babylonian where he learned under Rav and Shmuel
and later immigrated to Babylonia where he studied with R. Yohanan. He often transmits aggadic teachings of the
first generation amora R. Yose b. Zimra. Strack and Stemberger, Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash, 84.



¢) R. Yaakov b. Aha and R. Yaakov b. Idid, R. Issac b. Haqgola in the name of R. Yudan the patriarch: If the
woman lay claims to be married, the law supports her position.
d) R. El’azar in the name of R. Hanina: The law is like R. Yohanan b. Baroga
e) R. Bab. Zabeda said to him: “I was with you. The statement that was made was only ‘if she laid claim to be
married, the law supports her position.” for it was taught.... (it now cites another dispute between R. El’azar and
R. Ba b. Zebeda regarding a teaching of R. Hanina and what he actually said.)
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A From where are these matters (that a woman is not obligated in procreation)? Rabbi Ile’a said in the
name of Rabbi Elazar, son of R. Simeon: The verse states: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the land and
conquer it” (Genesis 1:28). It is the manner of a man to conquer and it is not the manner of a woman to
conquer.
1. On the contrary: “And conquer it [vekhivshuha, i.e. in the plural form],” indicates two (that
both are commanded)?
2. Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: It is written “And conquer it [vekhivsha]” (without a vuv, and
hence in the singular).
3. Rav Yosef said: From here: “I am God Almighty, be fruitful and multiply [perei urvei]”
(Genesis 35:11), which is in singular, and it does not state: Be fruitful and multiply [peru urvu]
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B. R. Ilai further stated in the name of R. El’azar son of R. Simeon: One may change a statement
for matter of peace; for it is said in Scripture, Thy father did command etc. so shall ye say unto Joseph:
Forgive, | pray thee now, etc.
1. R. Nathan said: It is a commandment; for it is stated in Scripture, And Samuel said: ‘How can
I go? If Saul hear it, he will kill me’, etc
2. It was taught at the School of R. Ishmael: Great is peace, as even the Holy One, Blessed be
He, changed [a statement] for it. As, initially it is written [that Sarah said of Abraham]: “And my lord is old”
(Genesis 18:12), and in the end it is written [that God told Abraham that Sarah said]: “And I am old”
(Genesis 18:13).
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C. It was stated: Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, [disagreed]: One said that the law is

like Rabbi Yohanan ben Baroqa, and one said that the law is not like Rabbi Yohanan ben Baroqa.

D. Conclude that it was Rabbi Yohanan who said that the law is not [like Rabbi Yohanan ben Baroqa],
for Rabbi Abbahu sat and said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan that the law [is like Rabbi Yohanan ben
Baroga], and Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi, turned their faces (indicated that they disagreed). There are some
who say, that Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said this, and Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi turned their faces.

1. Rav Pappa said: Granted, according to the one who said that Rabbi Abbahu said it, due to the honor
of Caesar’s court,” Rabbi Ami and Rabbi Asi did not say anything to him. However, according to the one
who said that Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said it, let them say to him explicitly: Rabbi Yohanan did not say this.
2. What was reached about this issue?

E. Come and hear, as Rabbi Aha bar Hanina said that Rabbi Abbahu said that Rabbi Asi said: There was
an incident that came before Rabbi Yohanan in the synagogue of Caesarea (involving a woman who wanted
to initiate a divorce after ten years of childless marriage), and he said [the husband must] divorce her and
give her the payment for her marriage contract.

1. If it enters your mind to say that she is not commanded to be fruitful and multiply, what is the marriage
contract doing here?

2. Perhaps it was where she came [to initiate a divorce] due to a [different] claim.
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E. Like the case of a woman who came to R. Ami® and asked him to order the payment of

her marriage contract. He said to her, 'Go, you are not commanded', she said to him, 'What shall become of a
woman like myself in her old age!" He said, 'In such a case, we certainly compel [the husband]'.

F. A woman came [with a similar plea] before R. Nahman. He told her, ‘you are not
commanded.’ She said to him, 'Does not a woman like myself require a staff in her hand and a hoe for
digging her grave'! He said 'In such a case, we certainly compel [the husband],
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* Third generation Palestinian amora.
5 First generation Babylonian amora

Munich 95:°0K 9" 172K "R X217 92 X1 7"K7 ; MSS Moscow - Guenzburg 1017,
Oxford Opp. 248 (367)- '1°1m1 12 &nk 1"x7; MSS Munich 141, Moscow - Guenzburg 594, Cambridge - T-S F2 (2) 1
- SDR "R MR "R R 02 ROR 7"RT; Vatican 111- 2ok 1"R X103 "2 XX 1"RT
7 R. Abbahu is often depicted as having relations with government officials (b.Hagigah 14a, b.Ketubot 17a,
b.Sanhedrin 14a.
8 R” Ami- from E”Y where he learned under R’ Yohanan, after which he emigrated to Babylonia.
 Appearing only in ed. Vilna and at the conclusion of the account in Munich 95. It is absent from all other text
witnesses. Other reference to Judah and Hezekiah as twins appears only in the anonymous strata of the Bavli
(b.Nidah 27a (which also references their being born in different months); ibid. 40a; b.Sanhedrin 38a; b. Moed
Katan 25a).



H. (Judah and Hezekiah were twins. The features of the one were developed at the end of nine
months, and those of the other were developed at the beginning of the seventh month.)® *Yehudit, the wife
of R. Hiyya, had painful childbirths. She changed her clothes and appeared before R. Hiyya. She asked: 'Is a
woman commanded to propagate the race'? — He told her: 'No'. She went and drank a sterilizing potion.
When her action finally became known, he said to her, 'Would that you bore unto me only one more issue of
the womb!" For a Master stated: Judah and Hezekiah were twin brothers and Pazi and Tawi were twin
sisters.
7127 DX 1921, 7N N2 XM AN0W AW AR TWRA Awys 2pnxe 1R UReup 29 92 RAX 27 mRm 27000 89 A
1P N2 aRw
13 132 1371 7 A PAYY 12 1AM 20 MR 1
H. Are [women] really not commanded? But R. Aha the son of R. Katina said that R. Isaac said: There
was an incident involving a woman who was half enslaved and half freed, and they forced [her owner] to free
her!
1. Said R. Nahman: They were taking liberties with her.

* Bavli Kiddushin 12b:
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Is this not similar to the case of Yehudit, wife of Rabbi Hiyya, who had painful childbirths?
She said to him: “My mother told me: ‘“When you were young your father accepted betrothal on your behalf
[from another man, which would render you forbidden to Rabbi Hiyya]’.” He said to her: “It is not in your
mother’s [power] to prohibit you to me.”
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10 See previous note.

XI°LP 2772 8197 27 'R7] MS Munich 95
RIPLP 27 72 X121 AR ] MS Munich 141
RIVP 27 72 X171 21 'MRm] MSS Oxford Opp. 248 (367), Moscow - Guenzburg 594, Cambridge - T-S F2 (2) 1-
RI'WP 2792 X317 21 '®m ] MS Moscow - Guenzburg 1017
X111 27 "xm ] MS Vatican 111.
This is a name which appears in different ways- both R. Aha, R. Hanina, R. Huna. Either way, he’s a third-fourth
generation Babylonian amora.
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12 5130 9"x] MS Munich 95, MSS Oxford Opp. 248 (367), Moscow - Guenzburg 594, Cambridge - T-S F2 (2) 1. (R.
Isaac= second generation B. Amora.
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R. Elazar refers to R. Elazar b. Pedat, a second-generation amora from Babylonia who went to EY.

13 This account is also cited in b.Gittin 38a-b; 43b. In those instances too, there are variants of the attributions.
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One who is half a slave and half free works for his master one day and for himself one day, the
words of Beth Hillel. Beth Shammai said to them: you have set things right for the master but you have not
set things right for the slave. He cannot marry a female slave because he is already half free, and he cannot
marry a free woman because he is half a slave. Shall he then decease [from having children]? But wasn’t the
world only made to be populated, as it says, “He did not create it as a waste, he formed it to be inhabited”
(Isaiah 45:18)? Rather because of tikkun olam we compel his master to emancipate him and he writes a
document for half his purchase price. Beth Hillel retracted [their opinion and] ruled like Beth Shammai.
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