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Redemption and Prayer

1. Go’el Yisrael, Blessing After Shema, Siddur
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Truly, You are First and You are Last, and we have no king, redeemer, or deliverer besides You.
You redeemed us from Egypt. Hashem, our God, You liberated us from the house of bondage.
You slew all their firstborn, and You redeemed Your firstborn,. You split the Sea of Reeds, and
You drowned the wicked. You caused the beloved ones to pass through, while the waters
covered their enemies; not one of them remained. Because of this, the beloved ones praised and
exalted the Almighty; and the beloved ones offered hymns, songs, and praises, blessings and
thanksgiving to the King, the Almighty, [Who is] living and enduring. (He is) exalted and uplifted,
great and awesome; He humbles the haughty and raises the lowly. He frees the captives and

redeems the humble, helps the impoverished, and He answers His people when they cry out to
Him.

2. R. Ezra Bick, Geula: Response to God’s Majesty
https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings /geula-response-go

ds-majesty

I can experience the presence of God in creation through the dynamic flux of ever-changing
nature. I can experience the love of the giving of the Torah through my own daily Torah learning;
But how do I experience the power of the redemption of Egypt in these times, a period of exile
and Jester panim |God hiding His face|? In fact, is it at all true to say that God redeems us now in
the present as He did four thousand years ago?

...Geula [redemption], unlike creation and Torah, cannot serve as a precursor to the acceptance
of the yoke of heaven. Our normal experience of gex/a in this world of exile is not clear enough
nor strong enough to lead one to accept upon himself the kingdom of God. On the contrary, it
is the acceptance and recognition of the kingdom of heaven that leads to the experience

of geula. ..

Because we have accepted You as King, as God, and as truth, and hence it must be true even
though it is indeed hard to see it with our natural eyes. Looking through the spectacles of faith
(eznuna), through the prism of fealty to the King, we indeed experience the redeeming power of

God...
3. R. Avi Weiss, Holistic Prayer, p.22 and p.31
Redemption can be achieved only through a joint effort between God and humankind. In

creating the world, God intentionally left it incomplete. One can give different rationales for this.
Had God created a world of only good, there would be no good, as good is a relative term. Had


https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings/geula-response-gods-majesty
https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings/geula-response-gods-majesty

God created a perfect world, we would be left with no challenges to overcome. Had God created
a world where we could only do the right thing, we would be bereft of our freedom of choice,
and hence, not be human. Thus, the last word of the creation story in Genelis is /a'asot — “to do”
(Genesis 2:3). God is, in effect, telling us, “I have created the world imperfectly, and I leave it to
you to finish what I have started. In partnership, we will redeem the world.”

... As much as we seek God in prayer, God, through prayer, seeks us, encouraging us to partner
with Him in redeeming Israel and the world.

4. Exodus 14:15
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As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the Egyptians advancing upon them. Greatly
frightened, the Israelites cried out to Hashem... But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear!
Stand by, and witness the deliverance which Hashem will work for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you will never see again. Hashem will battle for you; you hold your peace!”
Then Hashem said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.”

5. Shemot Rabbah 21:8
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Rabbi Eliezer: God said to Moses, “There is a time to shorten and a time to lengthen. My
children are distressed, the sea is closing, the enemy is pursuing, and you are standing there going
on and on with prayer?!? Say to the children of Israel, 'Go forth!"™

6. R. Abraham Joshua Heschel

https:/ /jewishchronicle.timesofisrael.com /what-selma-means-to-the-jews/

For many of us the march from Selma to Montgomery was about protest and prayer. Legs are
not lips and walking is not kneeling. And yet our legs uttered songs. Even without words, our
march was worship. I felt my legs were praying.

7. Go’el Yisrael, Blessing After Shema, Siddur
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Rock of Israel, arise to the aid of Israel, and liberate Judah and Israel as You promised. Our
Redeemer— ‘Hashem of hosts’ is His Name, the Holy One of Israel Blessed are You, Hashem,

Who redeemed Istrael.

8. Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 9b
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https://jewishchronicle.timesofisrael.com/what-selma-means-to-the-jews/

Rabbi Yosei ben Elyakim testified in the name of the holy community in Jerusalem that one who
juxtaposes redemption and prayer will incur no harm for the entire day.

9. Jerusalem Talmud, Berakhot 1:1

29 PIYTI R T T IAGING i Ko 07 7000 TPRE? AN IR 703 K *3 oy
2997 XA TIY PO IR Wean X M Y77 XY A7 Y innD

Rebbi Immi said: Anyone who does not immediately pray after mentioning redemption, whom is
he to be likened to? To a lover of the king who comes from afar to the king’s door. When the
king comes to see what he wants, he finds that the person left. Hence, the king also leaves.

10. Song of Songs, 5:2-6
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I was asleep,

But my heart was wakeful.

Hark, my beloved knocks!

“Let me in, my own,

My darling, my faultless dovel!

For my head is drenched with dew,
My locks with the damp of night.”
I had taken off my robe—

Was I to don it again?

I had bathed my feet—

Was I to soil them again?

My beloved took his hand off the latch,
And my heart was stirred for him.
I rose to let in my beloved;

My hands dripped myrrh—

My fingers, flowing myrrh—
Upon the handles of the bolt.

I opened the door for my beloved,
But my beloved had turned and gone.
I was faint because of what he said.
I sought, but found him not;

I called, but he did not answet.

11. Rashi, Berakhot 4b, Zeh ha-Somech
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Rather a person should bring the Holy Blessed One close to himself and cajole Him with praise
and thanks of the Exodus from Egypt. And God will come close to him. And when God is
close, he should request what he needs.

12. Talmidei Rabbeinu Yona, Rif Berakhot 4b, eizehu ben ha-olam ha-ba

X'YINT N7XAYD 072N 119N DT 7172 1DWY NDITY DYVNY 210 NI NINI

1Y NYYY TONN N2 DA 78I 781 NDN2AL...0'TAY7 17 1NIM7 n'n DNxYnn
NIN'X' VDTN NINWOL...( ) PINAXRTD .NTIAY X' N79NN1L.RIAN
NIN |2 120 NIXN NIYY7 2N 120 INIK NIRPY TAVNY 1NDW AR T 779101 nMxn
RINW DN |11 LINIX TAWI 1ITAY RINWIE RN INIR 783 17IKAN1N2I0N 1IN
...I'MIXNI NDIXY AYIVIE XY 291 1Ty

NXIN XIN TN 7791011 D"M¥YN N7INA 1'DTMYOY 1191 TNKXK DYV 177) NIn X TII
120N WA X7 12 NV 11'RY 'Y . 1'DIX 1NN YUpanY |1'D 17912 ’Na NVInY

T 7991011 07'¥N1 N2 11'NIAN INVAY N7IRAN NNIX 'YDY DAY [I'1...017D
NT 1911 .12 INVIY NIAYA 7RIY'Y7 MIYY 11D INIX NIY'Y 12 NVIA KIN DAY XX¥XN)
T 779101 n7INAN NNIR DTN

And my teacher the master said that the reason that one merits so greatly is that when the Holy
Blessed One redeemed us and took us out of Egypt we were to be to Him as slaves...And in
the blessing of Ga’al Yisrael we mention the loving kindness that the Creator did on our behalf.
And prayer is service (avoda — from the root for the word slave) as we are taught in

... And when you mention the Exodus from Egypt and pray immediately you show that just
like a slave who has been acquired by his master is obligated to what his master commands so
too you recognize that you are God’s slave and must worship Him. And once you recognize that
you are God’s servant, because God redeemed you, you will do God’s will and His
commandments. ..

And my teacher also said another reason [for the great rewards of linking geula to Tefila].
Because when you mention the exodus from Egypt and immediately make requests in prayer you
show that you have faith in God. For you would not ask something on someone in whom you
had no faith. And since you mention the same redemption that caused our ancestors to have
faith in God who had saved them, and then pray immediately, behold you must have faith that
God will answer you as was done for the Israelites. And because of this you mention the same
redemption and then pray immediately.

Geula and Tefilla: Dependency
upon and Trust in God
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Geula and Tefilla: Dependency
upon and Trust in God

13. R. Ezra Bick, Geula and Tefilla: Dependency upon and Trust in God

y-upon-and-trust-god

There is one crucial difference between human bondage and the service of God. A human
master has selfish goals, goals for himself. If he is the source of the meaning of the life of his
slave, then the slave has no goal other than the welfare of the master. But God has no selfish
goal which we can serve. His goal is the good of Man... Slavery to man exhausts the slave by
exploiting him. Service of God fulfills man by giving him meaning.

How is tefilla, the turning to God in supplication and request, a service of God? He who prays
declares that there is no other source for his good than God. "Ein lanu ela Avinu
she-bashamayim" — we have no one other than our Father in heaven. Just as a slave knows that
his only source of food is his master, that the direction in his life will come from his master, so
the servant of God turns only to God to fulfill his needs and to receive instruction. The
commandments of God, unlike the commands of the slave-owner, give meaning,
divine-transcendent meaning, to the life of the servant of God. Is there anywhere else to where
man can turn to satisfy his thirst for a mission, for significance, for the means to surviver He
who prays answers in the negative. "Ein lanu ela Avinu she-bashamayim."

It is therefore not surprising that the central defining element of tefilla is "tachanunim" —
supplication, request — rather than hymns of glory and psalms of praise. We serve God by
declaring that He is the only address for our needs... We serve by stating: Without You, I am
nothing, dust and ashes. Therefore, I turn to You for... everything listed in the Shemoneh Esrei —
wisdom, forgiveness, health, redemption, sustenance, justice, etc. And where did we learn this, to
view God not just as a convenient supply house but as the master of our fate and the source of
our lives? From the exodus, when He redeemed us from being slaves to exploitative man and
granted us the freedom and value of accepting His values and His munificence for ourselves.

wsane.GeUla and Tefilla:

Dependency upon and Trust in
God
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14. R. ] eff Fox Introduction to Shema nd its Berachot (4)
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I believe that we are living in a generation that wants the lover-beloved imagery but still needs
the king-servant reminder...

Halakha rests on the foundation of a divine Commander and human beings who are
commanded.

15. Yeshayahu Leibowitz, Judaism, Human Values, and the Jewish State, p.30

The only meaning of prayer as a religious institution is service of God by man who accepts the
yoke of the kingdom of Heaven...The greatness and power of prayer, the legally mandated fixed
and obligatory prayer, is in the rejection by man of all personal interests and motives... in favor
of the awareness of standing before God, a posture which is identical to all people in all
conditions and in all circumstances, and is not dependent on one’s personal history or what has
occurred to him; i.e. the extinction of a person’s will in favor of the obligation to serve God.

16. R. Aryeh Ben David, The Godfile, p.77

As you learn to reject or minimize personal interests and motives in prayer, you will also learn to
minimize personal interests and motives in your relationships. Social structures supersede
personal needs. The demands of family, community, and nation assume pre-eminence in life.
Personal needs are subjected to the greater good of the larger group.

This approach to God and human relationships focuses on your level of dependability and
loyalty; your own moods, needs, and desires are not central.

17. Babylonian Talmud, Brakhot 4b
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Rabbi Yohanan holds: Redemption occurred in the evening as well; however, the
full-fledged redemption was only in the morning. Since the redemption began in the
evening, it is appropriate to juxtapose the blessing of redemption to the daily evening prayer.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi, on the other hand, holds: Since full-fledged redemption only
occurred in the morning, and the redemption of the previous evening was not a full-fledged
redemption, there is no need to juxtapose the blessing of redemption to the evening prayer.



