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וברכותיהשמעקריאת
Shema and Its Blessings II: Love of God

1. Ahava Rabba, Blessings Before Shema, Siddur

אֲבוֹתֵיֽנוּבַּעֲבוּרמַלְכֵּנֽוּאָבִיֽנוּעָלֵיֽנוּ:חָמַלְֽתָּוִיתֵרָהגדְוֹלָהחֶמְלָהאֱלֹקינוּיקְוָקאֲהַבְתָּנֽוּרַבָּהאַהֲבָה
חוּ דֵםבְךָשֶׁבָּטְ֒ לַמְּ֒ דֵנֽוּ:תְּחָנֵּנֽוּכֵּןחַיּיִםחֻקֵּיוַתְּ֒ רַחֵםהָרַחֲמָןהָאָבאָבִיֽנוּוּתְלַמְּ֒ בְּלִבֵּנֽוּוְתֵןעָלֵיֽנוּרַחֵםהַמְ֒
עַוּלְהַשְׂכִּיללְהָבִין ֹֽ לַמֵּדלִלְמדֹלִשְׁמ בְּאַהֲבָה:תּוֹרָתֶךָֽתַלְמוּדאֶת־כָּל־דִּבְרֵיוּלְקַיּםֵוְלַעֲשׂוֹתלִשְׁמרֹוּלְ֒
לְעוֹלָםנבֵוֹשׁוְלֹאאֶת־שְׁמֶךָֽ:וּלְירְִאָהלְאַהֲבָהלְבָבֵנֽוּוְיחֵַדבְּמִצְוֹתֶיֽךָלִבֵּנֽוּוְדַבֵּקבְּתוֹרָתֶךָֽעֵינֵיֽנוּוְהָאֵר
ךָבְשֵׁםכִּיוָעֶד חָהנגִָיֽלָהבָּטָחְֽנוּוְהַנּוֹרָאהַגָּדוֹלקָדְשְׁ֒ כַּנפְוֹתמֵאַרְבַּעלְשָׁלוֹםוַהֲבִיאֵנֽוּבִּישׁוּעָתֶךָֽ:וְנשְִׂמְ֒

מִיּוּתוְתוֹלִיכֵנֽוּהָאָרֶֽץ וְקֵרַבְתָּנֽוּוְלָשׁוֹן.מִכָּל־עַםבָחַרְֽתָּוּבָנֽוּאָתָּֽהישְׁוּעוֹתפּוֹעֵלאֵלכִּילְאַרְצֵנֽוּ:קוֹמְ֒
:בְּאַהֲבָהישְִׂרָאֵלבְּעַמּוֹהַבּוֹחֵריקְוָקאַתָּהבָּרוּךְבְּאַהֲבָה:וּלְיחֶַדְךָלְךָלְהוֹדוֹתבֶּאֱמֶתסֶלָֽההַגָּדוֹללְשִׁמְךָ

[With] unbounded love You have loved us Hashem, our God; [With] great and abundant pity
have You pitied us. Our Father, our King! for the sake of our forefathers who trusted in You,
and whom You taught statutes of life, so too, be gracious to us and teach us. Our Father,
merciful Father, Who acts with compassion have compassion on us and put into our hearts to
comprehend, and to be intellectually creative, to listen, to learn, and to teach, to preserve, to
practice, and to fulfill all the words of instruction in Your Torah with love. And enlighten our
eyes in Your Torah, and cause our hearts to hold fast to Your commandments, and unify our
hearts to love and fear Your Name; and may we never be put to shame, for in Your holy, great,
and awesome Name— have we trusted; may we exult and rejoice in Your deliverance. And bring
us to peace from the four corners of the earth and lead us upright to our land. Because, You are
the Almighty, Who performs acts of deliverance, and You have chosen us from among all
peoples and tongues, and You have brought us close to Your great Name, forever in truth; that
we may give thanks to You, and proclaim Your Oneness, with love. Blessed are You, Hashem,
Who chooses His people Yisrael with love.

2. Chiddushei ha-Ramban, Berachot 11b

הןטעונותכולןהמצותשכלשמע.לקריאתהיאהמצוהברכתעולםשאהבתידועהדבר
שאמרנו [ברכותהתורה…וזהובקריאתוכןבמגלהוכןבהללוכןלעשייתן.עוברברכה

תורהשנוןדברכתרבה.באהבהנפטרשכברלברךא”צשקראאחר]בהשכיםיא:
היא…

The matter is known that Ahavat Olam is a blessing on the mitzvah of the Shema. For
all mitzvot require a blessing before they are done. And so too is the case with Megilla and Torah
reading…And this is what we said (Berachot 11b): If you rose early and recited [Shema and
its blessings], you no longer need to recite birkot ha-Torah (the blessings over learning
Torah) because you have fulfilled your obligation [of birkot ha-Torah] with Ahava Rabba. Because
it is considered a blessing on [intense] Torah learning.

3. Responsa of the Rashba, Volume 1, Siman 319

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.11b?lang=he-en&utm_source=roshyeshivatmaharat.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.11b?lang=he-en&utm_source=roshyeshivatmaharat.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


עצמןובפניברכותואומרשחוזרמסתבראומיהויצא...ברכותיהבלאשמעקריאתהקורא
יצא. שכברשמעקריאתבלא

יברךהיאךשתאמרכדישל ק”שלאו ברכותנתקנוקריאתהלפנישברכותפיעלואף
פיעלאףשמע…ולפיכךאתלקראוצונוקדשנואשרמברךאינוהקריאה…שהריעלשלא
עצמן. בפניברכותוקוראהואוחוזרלא יצא.ידי ברכותקריאהידישיצא

4. Birkot Kriat Shema - Yotzer Or: Renewal of Creation
Birkot Kriat Shema - Yotzer Or: Renewal of Creation
One who recites the Shema without its attendant blessings has fulfilled their obligation because
“the blessings do not stand in the way [of the Shema]”… Nevertheless, it makes sense that [after
having recited the Shema without blessings] you should go back and say the blessings by
themselves, without the Shema that you have already fulfilled.

And even though these blessings have been established before the reading of the Shema, they are
not blessings of the Shema, such that you might ask how can you recite these blessings without
saying the Shema…For behold we do not say a blessing “that we have been made holy and
commanded to read the Shema.” And therefore, even though you may have fulfilled your
obligation to read [the Shema] you have not fulfilled the obligation to recite the blessings. And
you must go back and recite the blessings on their own.

4. R. Ezra Bick, Ahava Rabba: Love through Torah

Ahava Rabba: Love through
Torah
God is king over nature, as expressed in natural law, and God is king over Israel, as expressed in
Torah law. Once again, however, this is not referring to some historical fact – the giving of the
Torah at Sinai four thousand years ago – nor to the mitzvah to learn Torah, but to the ongoing
dynamic experience of God's presence and relationship with us in the Torah. In other words, it
refers to the relationship of chosenness and love with God, a relationship that we experience
"every day always" through the experience of Torah. The relationship with Torah is the love of
God, experienced daily… This explains the fact that the blessing does not dwell on the giving of
the Torah, but on our obligation and willingness to learn Torah…

Understanding this, we should immediately be struck by how close this blessing is woven into the
fabric of the shema. The shema opens with the declaration of the kingdom of God and follows
directly with the command to "love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
might."  That is followed by the commands of learning Torah and placing the words of Torah as
signs on our bodies and doors. The blessing is based exactly on these elements. God is king, and
we are chosen to be His people. We are commanded to love Him, and He expresses His love for
us eternally. The Torah is to be with us at all times, and we are given the Torah by God and yearn
to learn and fulfill it. The blessing is the Divine parallel to the human commands of the shema.

5. Shema, Siddur



ךָאֱלֹקיךָיקְוָקאֵתוְאָהַבְתָּ בָבְ֒ ךָבְּכָל֯־לְ֯ בָרִיםוְהָיוּוּבְכָל־מְאדֶֹךָֽ:וּבְכָל־נפְַשְׁ֒ נכִֹיאֲשֶׁר֯הָאֵלֶּֽההַדְּ֒ ךָאָ֯ מְצַוְּ֒
בָבֶךָֽ:הַיּוֹם ךָבָּםוְדִבַּרְתָּלְבָנֶיֽךָוְשִׁנּנַתְָּםעַל֯־לְ֯ ךָבְּבֵיתֶךָֽבְּשִׁבְתְּ֒ ךָבַדֶּרֶֽךְוּבְלֶכְתְּ֒ וּבְקוּמֶךָֽ:וּבְשָׁכְבְּ֒

דֶךָֽלְאוֹתוּקְשַׁרְתָּם יךָ:בֵּיתֶךָֽעַל־מְזזֻוֹתוּכְתַבְתָּםעֵינֶיֽךָ:בֵּיןלְטטָֹפתֹוְהָיוּעַל֯־יָ֯ וּבִשְׁעָרֶֽ

עַוְהָיהָ ֹֽ עוּאִם־שָׁמ נכִֹיאֲשֶׁר֯אֶל־מִצְוֹתַיתִּשְׁמְ֒ וּלְעָבְדוֹאֱלֹקיכֶםאֶת־יקְוָקלְאַהֲבָההַיּוֹםאֶתְכֶםמְצַוֶּהאָ֯
בַבְכֶם כֶם:בְּכָל֯־לְ֯ וּבְכָל־נפְַשְׁ֒

And you shall love Hashem your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. And these words which I command you today, shall be upon your heart. And you shall
teach them diligently to your children. And you shall discuss them when you sit in your house,
and when you travel on the road, and when you lie down and when you rise. And you shall bind
them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for totafot (bands) between your eyes. And you
shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and upon your gateways.

And it will be— if you vigilantly obey My commandments which I command you this day, to
love Hashem your God, and serve Him with your entire hearts and with your entire souls…

6. Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Likutei Amarim, Tanya, Chapter 46

“As in water, face to face, so is the heart of man to man” (Proverbs 27:19). The same identical
face which a person presents to the water is reflected back to him from the water. So indeed the
love of a person for another is reflected back to him. For this love awakens a loving response in
the heart of another, cementing their mutual love and loyalty for each other, especially as each
sees his friend’s love for him.

7. R. Aryeh Ben David, The Godfile, p.53-54

This approach to prayer invites you to discover and express the love that you are capable of
giving. It provides you with an opportunity to focus on the love that God bestows upon
everyone, and, like a face looking into water, this should naturally evoke a similar response of
love from within.

As you learn to tap into the source of love inside you, and express love and gratitude to God, the
wellspring of love within you will slowly reveal itself and will spill over onto all of your
relationships…

Just as you verbally express your feelings of love in the context of prayer, you should also
articulate to your spouse, friend, or family member the love you have in your heart…
Articulating your love in this way will have a positive effect on both you and the person who is
the recipient of the love, the lover and the beloved. People are often quick to verbalize what is
going wrong in a relationship, but are slow to focus on its positive elements. Affirming the
relationship, through ongoing verbal expressions of love and caring, will remind you of the
broader context of your relationship, and will prevent “the bad stuff ” from obscuring its positive
aspects.

What is the result of tapping into your deep capacity to love and then conveying this love to
others? A natural spiral of love ensues. The more love that you display to others, the more they
will display to you. “So indeed the love of a person for another is reflected back.”

8. Sifrei Deuteronomy 33



אתואהבתשנאמרלפינאמר,למהאומררבילבבך,עלהיוםמצוךאנכיאשרהאלההדבריםוהיו
אשרהאלההדבריםוהיולומרתלמודהמקוםאתאוהביםכיצדיודעאינילבבך,בכלאלקיךה'

והיהשאמרמיאתמכיראתהכךשמתוךלבךעלהאלההדבריםתןלבבך,עלהיוםמצוךאנכי
בדרכיו.ומדבקהעולם

"And these things that I command you this day shall be upon your heart:" Rebbi said: Why is it
said? From "And you shall love Hashem your G-d with all your heart," I do not know how to
love the Holy One Blessed be He; it is, therefore written "And these things that I command you
this day shall be upon your heart." For in this way you come to recognize the Holy One Blessed
be He and to cleave to His ways.

9. R. Lisa Schlaff, How to Love God: Shema as a User’s Manual

Interestingly, this is the first time the notion of loving God appears in the Torah. To the desert
Jew who knew of God through the splitting of the sea, the thunder and lightning of matan
Torah, mass plague, and bread falling from the sky, this was a shocking statement. “You must
fear God” — yes. “You must be in awe of God” — certainly. “You must love God” would have
been an incomprehensible command.

And so, as Bible professor Jeffrey Tigay suggests, the first paragraph of shema makes it clear that
loving God is not an abstract emotion, but is grounded in the concrete observance of mitzvot.
The commandment to take the mitzvot to heart — לבבךעלהיוםמצווךאנכיאשרהאלההדבריםוהיו
— can be read as a direct explication of what it means to love God. Building upon this idea, it is
possible to read the entire first paragraph of shema as a user’s manual for how to love God...

The command to love God is no longer amorphous or jarring; it is grounded in very concrete
action items. We express love to our children not only by saying “I love you” but by sitting on
the floor and playing puzzles with them. We express love to our parents not only by saying “I
love you” but by doing the food shopping when needed. And to God, we might not say “I love
you” at all, but we fill our lives with daily ritual — everywhere and all the time — that is a
powerful expression of love… may we find comfort in our own constant and repetitive
expression of this love.

10. R. Avi Weiss, Holistic Prayer, p.20

בַבְכֶםוּלְעָבְדוֹ בְּכָל֯־לְ֯ – le-ovdo bekhol levavkhem (Deuteronomy 11:13). Le is the prefix “to.” Ovdo
is associated with avoda, work. And while le-ovdo is commonly viewed as a compound of la-avod
Oto, “to serve Him,” it can also mean la’avod Ito, “to work with Him.” This does not undercut the
standard translation of le-ovdo bekhol levavkhem – “to serve Him with all your heart.” Rather, it
indicates that if prayer is deeply sincere, serving God can be transformed into a prayerful
commitment to work with Him (la-avod Oto meshes with la-avod Ito). We do this in prayer by
committing ourselves wholeheartedly (bekhol levavkhem) to establishing a world that follows “the
way of the Lord, by doing what is just and right” (Genesis 18:19).

11. Hosea 2:18

קבַיּוֹם־הַהוּא֙וְהָיָה֤ ינאְֻם־יקְוָ֔ יתִּקְרְאִ֖ בַּעְלִיֽ׃ע֖וֹדוְלֹא־תִקְרְאִי־לִ֥יאִישִׁ֑

And in that day
—declares GOD —



You will call [Me] Ishi (spouse/partner),
And no more will you call Me Ba’ali (husband/master).

12. Go’el Yisrael, Blessing After Shema, Siddur

יעַ:גּוֹאֵלמֶלֶֽךְלָנֽוּאֵיןוּמִבַּלְעָדֶיֽךָאַחֲרוֹןהוּאוְאַתָּהרִאשׁוֹןהוּאאַתָּהאֱמֶת יםִוּמוֹשִֽׁ גְּאַלְתָּנֽוּמִמִּצְרַֽ
גתְָּכָּל־בְּכוֹרֵיהֶםפְּדִיתָנֽוּ:עֲבָדִיםוּמִבֵּיתאֱלֹקינוּיקְוָק ךָהָרָֽ עְתָּוְיםַ־סוּףגָּאָלְֽתָּוּבְכוֹרְ֒ טִבַּעְֽתָּוְזדִֵיםבָּקַֽ

חוּעַל־זאֹתנוֹתָרֽ:לֹאמֵהֶםאֶחָדצָרֵיהֶםוַיכְַסּוּ־מַיםִהֶעֱבַרְֽתָּוִידִידִים מוּאֲהוּבִיםשִׁבְּ֒ נוּקלוְרוֹמְ֒ וְנתְָ֒
מַשְׁפִּילוְנוֹרָאגָּדוֹלוְנשִָּׂארָםוְקַיּםָ:חַיקללְמֶלֶֽךְוְהוֹדָאוֹתבְּרָכוֹתוְתִשְׁבָּחוֹתשִׁירוֹתזמְִירוֹתידְִידִים
עָםבְּעֵתלְעַמּוֹוְעוֹנהֶדַּלִּיםוְעוֹזרֵעֲנוִָיםוּפוֹדֶהאֲסִירִיםמוֹצִיאשְׁפָלִיםוּמַגבְִּיֽהַּגֵּאִים אֵלָיו:שַׁוְּ֒

Truly, You are First and You are Last, and we have no king, redeemer, or deliverer besides You.
You redeemed us from Egypt. Hashem, our God, You liberated us from the house of bondage.
You slew all their firstborn, and You redeemed Your firstborn,. You split the Sea of Reeds, and
You drowned the wicked. You caused the beloved ones to pass through, while the waters
covered their enemies; not one of them remained. Because of this, the beloved ones praised and
exalted the Almighty; and the beloved ones offered hymns, songs, and praises, blessings and
thanksgiving to the King, the Almighty, [Who is] living and enduring. (He is) exalted and uplifted,
great and awesome; He humbles the haughty and raises the lowly. He frees the captives and
redeems the humble, helps the impoverished, and He answers His people when they cry out to
Him.

13. R. Ezra Bick, Geula: Response to God’s Majesty
https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings/geula-response-go
ds-majesty

I can experience the presence of God in creation through the dynamic flux of ever-changing
nature. I can experience the love of the giving of the Torah through my own daily Torah learning.
But how do I experience the power of the redemption of Egypt in these times, a period of exile
and hester panim [God hiding His face]? In fact, is it at all true to say that God redeems us now in
the present as He did four thousand years ago?

…Geula [redemption], unlike creation and Torah, cannot serve as a precursor to the acceptance
of the yoke of heaven. Our normal experience of geula in this world of exile is not clear enough
nor strong enough to lead one to accept upon himself the kingdom of God. On the contrary, it
is the acceptance and recognition of the kingdom of heaven that leads to the experience
of geula…

Because we have accepted You as King, as God, and as truth, and hence it must be true even
though it is indeed hard to see it with our natural eyes. Looking through the spectacles of faith
(emuna), through the prism of fealty to the King, we indeed experience the redeeming power of
God…

14. Go’el Yisrael, Blessing After Shema, Siddur

קְדוֹשׁשְׁמוֹצְבָאוֹתיקְוָקגּאֲֹלֵנֽוּוְישְִׂרָאֵל,יהְוּדָהכִנאְֻמֶךָֽוּפְדֵהישְִׂרָאֵלבְּעֶזרְַתקֽוּמָהישְִׂרָאֵלצוּר
ישְִׂרָאֵל:גָּאַליקְוָקאַתָּהבָּרוּךְישְִׂרָאֵל:

https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings/geula-response-gods-majesty
https://etzion.org.il/en/halakha/orach-chaim/prayer-and-blessings/geula-response-gods-majesty


Rock of Israel, arise to the aid of Israel, and liberate Judah and Israel as You promised. Our
Redeemer— ‘Hashem of hosts’ is His Name, the Holy One of Israel Blessed are You, Hashem,
Who redeemed Israel.

15. R. Avi Weiss, Holistic Prayer, p.22 and p.31

Redemption can be achieved only through a joint effort between God and humankind. In
creating the world, God intentionally left it incomplete. One can give different rationales for this.
Had God created a world of only good, there would be no good, as good is a relative term. Had
God created a perfect world, we would be left with no challenges to overcome. Had God created
a world where we could only do the right thing, we would be bereft of our freedom of choice,
and hence, not be human. Thus, the last word of the creation story in Geneis is la’asot – “to do”
(Genesis 2:3). God is, in effect, telling us, “I have created the world imperfectly, and I leave it to
you to finish what I have started. In partnership, we will redeem the world.”

… As much as we seek God in prayer, God, through prayer, seeks us, encouraging us to partner
with Him in redeeming Israel and the world.

16. Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 9b

כָּלנזִּוֹקאֵינוֹלִתְפִלָּהגְּאוּלָּההַסּוֹמֵךְכָּלדְבִירוּשָׁלַיםִ:קַדִּישָׁאקְהָלָאמִשּׁוּםאֶלְיקִָיםבֶּןיוֹסֵירַבִּיהֵעִיד
כּוּלּוֹ.הַיּוֹם

Rabbi Yosei ben Elyakim testified in the name of the holy community in Jerusalem that one who
juxtaposes redemption and prayer will incur no harm for the entire day.

17. Jerusalem Talmud, Berakhot 1:1

ירִבִּיאָמַר אֵינוֹכָּל־מִיאִמִּ עַלוְהִרְחִיקשֶׁבָּאמֶלֶךְשֶׁללְאוֹהֲבוֹדוֹמֶה.הוּאלְמַהתְפִילָּהלִגאְוּלָּהתוֹקֵףשְׁ
תְחוֹ לפִּ שׁהוּאמַהלֵידַעיצָָאמֶלֶךְ.שֶׁ הִפְלִיגוּמְצָאוֹמְבַקֵּ הִפְלִיג.הוּאעוֹדשֶׁ

Rebbi Immi said: Anyone who does not immediately pray after mentioning redemption, whom is
he to be likened to? To a lover of the king who comes from afar to the king’s door. When the
king comes to see what he wants, he finds that the person left. Hence, the king also leaves.

18. Song of Songs, 5:2-6

יישְֵׁנָ֖האֲנִי֥ רוְלִבִּ֣ י׀ק֣וֹל עֵ֑ קדּוֹדִ֣ ידוֹפֵ֗ יפִּתְחִי־לִ֞ ירַעְיתִָי֙אֲחתִֹ֤ ייוֹנתִָ֣ לשֶׁרּאֹשִׁי֙תַמָּתִ֔ ינמְִלָא־טָ֔ קְוֻצּוֹתַ֖
יסֵי טְתִּי֙לָיֽלְָה׃רְסִ֥ יפָּשַׁ֙ כָהאֶת־כֻּתׇּנתְִּ֔ נּהָאֵיכָ֖ צְתִּיאֶלְבָּשֶׁ֑ ירָחַ֥ כָהאֶת־רַגלְַ֖ יאֲטַנּפְֵםֽ׃אֵיכָ֥ ידָוֹ֙שָׁלַ֤חדּוֹדִ֗

ר ֹ֔ ימִן־הַח מְתִּיֽעָלָיֽו׃הָמ֥וּוּמֵעַ֖ יקַ֥ חַאֲנִ֖ ֹ֣ ילִפְתּ ילְדוֹדִ֑ רמ֣וֹרוְאֶצְבְּעתַֹי֙נָטְֽפוּ־מ֗וֹרוְידַָ֣ לעבֵֹ֔ הַמַּנעְֽוּל׃כַּפּ֥וֹתעַ֖
חְתִּיֽ יאֲניִ֙פָּתַ֤ ילְדוֹדִ֔ קוְדוֹדִ֖ רחָמַ֣ הנפְַשִׁי֙עָבָ֑ יהוּ֙בְדַבְּר֔וֹיָצְֽאָ֣ יהוּוְלֹ֣אבִּקַּשְׁתִּ֙ יומְצָאתִ֔ עָנָנֽיִ׃וְלֹ֥אקְרָאתִ֖

I was asleep,
But my heart was wakeful.
Hark, my beloved knocks!
“Let me in, my own,
My darling, my faultless dove!
For my head is drenched with dew,
My locks with the damp of night.”



I had taken off my robe—
Was I to don it again?
I had bathed my feet—
Was I to soil them again?
My beloved took his hand off the latch,
And my heart was stirred for him.
I rose to let in my beloved;
My hands dripped myrrh—
My fingers, flowing myrrh—
Upon the handles of the bolt.
I opened the door for my beloved,
But my beloved had turned and gone.
I was faint because of what he said.
I sought, but found him not;
I called, but he did not answer.

19. R. Jeff Fox, Introduction to Shema and its Berachot (4)

I believe that we are living in a generation that wants the lover-beloved imagery but still needs
the king-servant reminder… 

Halakha rests on the foundation of a divine Commander and human beings who are
commanded.


