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Moshe and the Killing of the Egyptian
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The first degree of prophecy consists in the divine assistance which is given to a person, and
induces and encourages him to do something good and grand, e.g., to deliver a congregation of
good men from the hands of evildoers; to save one noble person, or to bring happiness to a
large number of people; he finds in himself the cause that moves and urges him to this deed.
This degree of divine influence is called “the spirit of the Lord”; and of the person who is under
that influence we say that the spirit of the Lord came upon him, clothed him, or rested upon
him, or the Lord was with him, and the like. All the judges of israel possessed this degree, for
the following general statement is made concerning them:—“The Lord raised up judges for
them; and the Lord was with the judge, and he saved them” {(Judges 2:18). Also all the noble
chiefs of Israel belonged to this class. The same is distinctly stated concerning some of the
judges and the kings:—“The spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah” (ibid. 11:29); of Samson it is
said, “The spirit of the Lord came upon him” (ibid. 14:19); “And the spirit of the Lord came upon
Saul when he heard those words” (1 Sam. 11:6}. When Amasa was moved by the holy spirit to
assist David, “A spirit clothed Amasa, who was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we,
David,” etc.(1 Chron. 12:18). This faculty was always possessed by Moses from the time he had
attained the age of manhood: it moved him to slay the Egyptian, and to prevent evil from the
two men that quarrelled; it was so strong that, after he had fled from Egypt out of fear, and
arrived in Midian, a trembling stranger, he could not restrain himself from interfering when he
saw wrong being done; he could not bear it. Comp. “And Moses rose and saved them” (Exod.
2:17).
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teachers say there were taskmasters among the Egyptians and officers from the Israelites, one
taskmaster appointed over ten officers. One officer appointed over ten Israelites. And the
taskmasters would go to the houses of the officers at daybreak to make them go call the



workers. Once an Egyptian taskmaster went to [do so to] an Israelite officer and he set his eye
on his wife who was beautiful without blemish. He called the man and brought him out of his
house, then the Egyptian returned and had relations with his wife and she thought that he was
her husband and became pregnant from him. Her husband returned and found the Egyptian
leaving his house. He asked her, Did he touch you? She said yes, but | thought he was you.
When the taskmaster saw that he suspected him he returned him to hard labor and struck him
and sought to kill him. Moshe saw this and looked at him and saw with Ruah Hakodesh what he
did in the house, and saw what would be done in the field, and said surely he deserves death,
as it is written: One who strikes a man shall die. And not only this, but moreover he slept with
the wife of Datan and therefore deserved killing, as it says: The aduiterer and adulteress shall
surely die {Lev 20:10), and that is why it is written: And he turned this way and that etc., he saw
what he did to him at home and what he did to him in the field.

And he said: Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? R. Yehudah says: Moshe was of
twenty years at that time. They said to him: you are not yet worthy of being a ruler and a judge
over as, for [it is said, Avot 5:21] "at forty [one aquires] wisdom." R. Nehemia said: He [Moshe]
was of forty years at that time. They said to him: surely you are a man [of age], only you are not
worthy to be a ruler and a judge over us. The sages say: They said to him: are you indeed the
son of Yocheved? Then why do they call you son of Batya?! and you presume to be a rulerand a
judge over us?! We will iet be known what you did to the Egyptian. "Do you mean [Lit. say] to
kill me?’ It is not written "do you mean”, but "do you say". From this you learn, that [Moshe]
uttered the proper name [of G-d] unto the Egyptian and killed him.
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