The Shape of Absence: Parents and Creation in Rosh Hashana
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1: Binding and conquest

Genesis 22:1-10

(1) Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test,
saying to him, “Abraham.” He answered, “Here [ am.”
(2) “Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will point out
to you.” (3) So early next morning, Abraham saddled his
ass and took with him two of his servants and his son
Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set
out for the place of which God had told him. (4) On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from
afar. (5) Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay
here with the ass. The boy and | will go up there; we will
worship and we will return to you.” (6) Abraham took the
wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac.
He himself took the firestone and the knife; and the two
walked off together. (7) Then Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.”
And he said, “Here are the firestone and the wood; but
where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” (8) And
Abraham said, “It is God who will see to the sheep for
this burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked
on together. (9) They arrived at the place of which God
had told him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid out the
wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on
top of the wood. (10) And Abraham picked up the knife
to slay his son.

Machzor Rosh Hashanah Ashkenaz, Musaf, First Day of

Rosh Hashana, Amidah 49

...and let there appear before You the binding with which our
father Avraham bound his son Yitzchak upon the altar, and

how he suppressed his compassion to do Your will with a

whole heart; so may Your compassion suppress Your anger
against us, and in Your great goodness turn Your fierce anger
away from Your people, and from Your city, from Your land,

and from Your territorial heritage...
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2: No-longer-barren

Genesis 21:1-7 T-°N:N”D NOWNRI2
(1) 1" took note of Sarah as promised, and ' did for AN WRD MIWTIN TRR M (K)
Sarah what had been announced. (2) Sarah conceived S (2) 27 WK MY 1y
and b(_)re a son to Abraham in his old age, at th(? set time “yinY P15 12 NS A 7o)
of which God had spoken. (3) Abraham gave his " NS ‘.’,7;{'1}1'}{ 13_{ R
newborn son, whom Sarah had borne him, the name of N '71 (J), ‘0 '7 WO RS R
Isaac. (4) And when his son Isaac was eight days old, R 17772127 112700 NN N
Abraham circumcised him, as God had commanded him. ~ D712% 2221 (7) -pR¥? aeis P Ty
(5) Now Abraham was a hundred years old when his son WK 0707 NINYTI2 112 PY NN
[saac was born to him. (6) Sarah said, “God has brought ~ NX?P712 07728 (77) 072N 1NN MY
me laughter; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” (1) 12 prY NN 2 72172 MY
‘(‘7) And she added, . -77; D’PI?N 7\‘? l—lw}z P“ﬂg I—[hltp jp&hl

Who would have said to Abraham "Dom o KA (1) 9 P YO
That Sarah would suckle children! § STo Y 0% Mo DAY
Yet I have borne a son in his old age. s T oerw mew RS *VJTP;{?’ 1-3

3: Not-yet-bereaved
Genesis 21:14-20 29-T79:N”D NN
(14) Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a nam B RN 1722 1 072K 0w (1)

skin of water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them TR FRIWCSY O TETOR 17 O

over her shoulder, together with the child, and sent her () -y X2 2702 YOM oM 0w
away. And she wandered about in the wilderness of Beer- NAA T IR jbwm nnmmm’mﬁ:ﬂ
sheba. (15) When the water was gone from the skin, she (AT TR LI NRINTR BT 20
left the child under one of the bushes, (16) and went and P -'3;373 i JWHIQTI??HI (10) ’D-‘:"WU A
sat down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she thought, T2 NP2 TRINTOR TR 7D NwR Jnun3
“Let me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting thus YRR (17) 7201 FPPTNN KPR T30 UM
afar, she burst into tears. (17) God heard the cry of the X7 NP7 YT PipTNDT RN
boy, and a messenger of God called to Hagar from heaven  5p-mn /% 90K D@T1 379K | 779K
and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for 19377 DiPON DPON YD AR AR T
God has heeded the cry of the boy where he is. (18) W‘Jn'n& i ﬁ:ﬁp (™) R
Come, lift up the boy and hold him by the hand, for I will ) TIPIR 5173 7579 13 T AR "D
make a great nation of him.” (19) Then God opened her JURHR AR AL P TL;" NEa
eyes and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the 170 0 K3 Nl@l U’;_’y\ mz D2 MR
skin with water, and let the boy drink. (20) God was with (3) 137NN PUM 07 NANATNR K2R
the boy and he grew up; he dwelt in the wilderness and 71 727027 2WN 2701 AT ORON TN
became skilled with a bow. PR 727

Rashi on Genesis 21:17:2
aw R wR2 WHERE HE IS — According to the actions he is now doing shall he be judged
and not according to what he may do in future.
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4: Not-yet-fertile
| Samuel 1:1-16
(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of the Zuphites,? in
the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son
of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite. (2) He had two wives, one named Hannah
and the other Peninnah; Peninnah had children, but
Hannah was childless. (3) This man used to go up from
his town every year to worship and to offer sacrifice to
the LORD of Hosts at Shiloh.—Hophni and Phinehas, the
two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD there. (4) One
such day, Elkanah offered a sacrifice. He used to give
portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and
daughters; (5) but to Hannah he would give one portion
only—though™® Hannah was his favorite—for the LORD
had closed her womb. (6) Moreover, her rival, to make
her miserable, would taunt her that the LORD had closed
her womb. (7) This happened year after year: Every time
she went up to the House of the LORD, the other would
taunt her, so that she wept and would not eat. (8) Her
husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you
crying and why aren’t you eating? Why are you so sad?
Am I not more devoted to you than ten sons?” (9) After
they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose.—The
priest Eli was sitting on the seat near the doorpost of the
temple of the LORD.— (10) In her wretchedness, she
prayed to the LORD, weeping all the while. (11) And she
made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You will look upon
the suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me
and not forget Your maidservant, and if You will grant
Your maidservant a male child, I will dedicate him to the
LORD for all the days of his life; and no razor shall ever
touch his head.” (12) As she kept on praying before the
LORD, Eli watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was
praying in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice
could not be heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. (14) Eli
said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle
of yourself? Sober up!”*® (15) And Hannah replied, “Oh
no, my lord! I am a very unhappy woman. | have drunk
no wine or other strong drink, but | have been pouring out
my heart to the LORD. (16) Do not take your maidservant
for a worthless woman; | have only been speaking all this
time out of my great anguish and distress.”
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5: No-longer-united
Jeremiah 31:15-20
(15) Thus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah*—Wailing,
bitter weeping—
Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted
For her children, who are gone. (16) Thus said the LORD:
Restrain your voice from weeping, Your eyes from shedding tears;
For there is a reward for your labor —declares the LORD:
They shall return from the enemy’s land. (17) And there is hope for
your future —declares the LORD: Your children shall return to
their country.
(18) I can hear Ephraim lamenting:
You have chastised me, and | am chastised
Like a calf that has not been broken. Receive me back, let me
return,
For You, O LORD, are my God. (19) Now that I have turned back,
I am filled with remorse; Now that | am made aware, | strike my
thigh. I am ashamed and humiliated, For | bear the disgrace of my
youth. (20) Truly, Ephraim is a dear son to Me, A child that is
dandled! Whenever | have turned against him, My thoughts would
dwell on him still. That is why My heart yearns for him;l will
receive him back in love —declares the LORD.

6: Rachel as mother

Genesis 30:1-2

(1) When Rachel saw that she had borne Jacob no
children, she became envious of her sister; and Rachel
said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die.” (2)
Jacob was incensed at Rachel, and said, “Can I take
the place of God, who has denied you fruit of the
womb?”

Genesis 30:22-24

(22) Now God remembered Rachel; God heeded her
and opened her womb. (23) She conceived and bore a
son, and said, “God has taken away my disgrace.”
(24) So she named him Joseph, which is to say, “May
7' add another son for me.”
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7: The second beginning

Genesis 2:4-7

(4) Such is the story of heaven and earth when they
were created. When the LORD God made earth and
heaven— (5) when no shrub of the field was yet on
earth and no grasses of the field had yet sprouted,
because the LORD God had not sent rain upon the
earth and there was no man to till the soil, (6) but a
flow would well up from the ground and water the
whole surface of the earth— (7) the LORD God
formed man from the dust of the earth. He blew into
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a
living being.

Genesis 2:18-20

(18) The LORD God said, “It is not good for man to
be alone; | will make a fitting helper for him.” (19)
And the LORD God formed out of the earth all the
wild beasts and all the birds of the sky, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that
would be its name. (20) And the man gave names to
all the cattle and to the birds of the sky and to all the
wild beasts; but for Adam no fitting helper was
found.

Genesis 2:21-25

(21) So the LORD God cast a deep sleep upon the
man; and, while he slept, He took one of his ribs
and closed up the flesh at that spot. (22) And the
LORD God fashioned the rib that He had taken
from the man into a woman; and He brought her to
the man. (23) Then the man said, “This one at last Is
bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one
shall be called Woman, For from man was she
taken.” (24) Hence a man leaves his father and
mother and clings to his wife, so that they become
one flesh. (25) The two of them were naked, the
man and his wife, yet they felt no shame.

1-7:°2 NOWRAA
OX1273 PN D707 NiT2i0 79X (1)
(M) +D2RWY PN DK TN Ny o3
My~ I T 0 IET TR 19
T %R K252 MY 0w AIwh

"IN T2Y? 1R 07X PIRTT0Y Do
TRYM YIRTTIR 292 X () RTRY
OfoN Mm% () (IR IR0 NN
1EN2 M2 TR 19y ORI NN
T WRI? OIN 7] 0770 MY

’D-1"7:'2 NYWNRA2
Ni*i 23PN 07N MR (M)

237 () 47232 Y TAPYN 1727 QI
TINTTITEA M09 TR OTON M
- NINTY? OTNT-2N N2 00w Riy-
TN R TN 12N N P01 10N
-5 ning oINT XIp7 (9) Y NijT
M@ N0 907 0w Ay MmN
T2 Y KEHRD DTN

1”2-N"2:°2 NYWNA2

QINT2Y RTIR 1 07798 M Hen (X))
W2 07 RYIER NON M7 1N
YPXTTNN | DR M 137 (39) 1IR70
OTIN2R IR PR IR MR 0K
nIYn DYY OYET INTDINRT N7 (33)
UPRR 7P TN NP2 NNT? an R
TANNR UK 177y (73) NNFIRY
(712) 70X W27 L YR PATY ARIN
N2 IMWR) DTN DY 0w P
al7vEl



https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.18-20
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.18-20
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.21-25
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.21-25

8: Humanity, revisited
Rashi on Genesis 2:5:2
7o R? > BECAUSE GOD HAD NOT CAUSED IT TO RAIN — And what is the
reason that God had not caused it to rain? 72787 nX 712¥7 1R 07X °> BECAUSE THERE
WAS NO MAN TO TILL THE GROUND, and there was, therefore, no one to recognize
the utility of rain. When Adam came (was created), however, and he realised that it was
necessary for the world, he prayed for it and it fell, so that trees and verdure sprang forth.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed:

The unigqueness of man-persona expresses itself in the mysterium magnum which no one
except God can penetrate. In order to escape loneliness, man-absconditus had to meet
woman-mystery. They have a lot in common... However, they are also different... The I-
awareness in Adam is totally incomprehensible to Eve, and vice-versa. Each of them has a
secret which neither will ever betray. Man-persona and Woman-persona resemble each
other and at the same time do not understand each other. She is ezer ke-negdo, his helper
and his opponent at the same time. For man and woman differ not only psychologically as
male and female, of whom the first account of creation tells us, but also spiritually and
personality-wise... Because the woman is not the shadow of man but an independent
persona, because the woman projects a totally different existential image, her

companionship helps man to liberate himself from his loneliness. In the interpersonalistic
existential tension both man and woman find redemption. (21-22)

Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible:

In her original manifestation as Ha-adam, woman is fully half of the human creature who
is master of the physical world, formed in God’s image, and privy to His word...For a
large portion of this second creation story, woman, who was formerly an essential, equal
part of humanity, is entirely absent. She has no part in tending to the garden, and she is
excluded from God’s conversation. (97-98)

...unlike the fully enabled Ha-adam, woman depicted in this chapter is derivative. She
exists in relation to man: his loneliness leads to her creation; she is bone of his bones and
flesh of his flesh, a “helper corresponding to him.” Even the seemingly idyllic description
of the future union of males and females as becoming “one flesh” is phrased from the
point of view of the male...Woman’s perspective on this meeting is entirely absent. Is she
as elated as man? Does she consider him to be her perfect complement, her ezer
kenegdah? Woman'’s silence in this passage only intensifies these questions and affirms
the male-centered lens of Genesis 2. (99)
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9: Unbinding Isaac

Genesis 22:11-19

(11) Then a messenger of 7' called to him from heaven:
“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.”
(12) “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do
anything to him. For now | know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your favored one,
from Me.” (13) When Abraham looked up, his eye fell
upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering in place of his son. (14) And Abraham
named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present saying,
“On the mount of 7' there is vision.” (15) The messenger
of 7' called to Abraham a second time from heaven, (16)
and said, “By Myself | swear, 7' declares: Because you
have done this and have not withheld your son, your
favored one, (17) I will bestow My blessing upon you
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of
heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your
descendants shall seize the gates of their foes. (18) All
the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your
descendants, because you have obeyed My command.”
(19) Abraham then returned to his servants, and they
departed together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in
Beer-sheba.

10: Affirming life
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“The years forget our errors and forgive our sins, but they punish our inaction with living death.”

“To those of us who spend entire days, if not lifetimes, concentrating on a series of brief and
insignificant things, the present has barely any meaning at all; we become tiny timorous things,
caught in the inch of space between the “in” box and the “out” box. While we may share the
common illusions about a mobile present and a free future, we spend most of our lives
housecleaning the past — maintaining commitments, counterbalancing errors, living up to
expectations, mopping up our own postponements. In this sense, as in others, we shuffle
backward into the future, unaware of our enslavement to time or of the simple freedom of new

beginnings.”

Robert Grudin, Time and the Art of living
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