Open the Gates - Piyyutim of Rosh Hashanah
Rabbanit Victoria Sutton

I.  Et Sha’are Ratson

Yehuda ben Shemuel Ibn Abbas (Aleppo, Syria 12th century)

Drisha Elul Zeman

1.Usually sung on the first day between Torah and the shofar as well as on YK afternoon
2. Midrash on the Torah reading, to focus in on the themes that emerge from the Torah reading
(according to the Hahamim) and why we read about the Akedah on Rosh Hashanah

3. Introduces the shofar and its significance

At the time when the gates of favor are to be opened on
the day that my hands are spread to God, oh please
remember now on my behalf on the day of rebuke.

The binder, the bound and the altar.

Finally, he was tested at the end of the ten.”The son
born to you from Sarah, Your soul is greatly bound up
with his, come and offer him up to me as an offering on
the mountain where glory shines for you. «

The binder, the bound and the altar.

Said he to Sarah, “Since your precious one Isaac has
grown, and has not yet learned to worship the heavenly
God, I should go and teach him that he has a God who
gives laws.” She said go but not too far. He answered,
“Let your heart trust in God.”

The binder, the bound and the altar.

The day dawned and he rose early to journey in the
morning with his two lads from people of falsehood. On
the third day they reached their destination and he saw
an image of honor, splendor and glory. He stopped and
contemplated to ready himself for greatness.

The binder, the bound and the altar.

His lads realized that he had called to them, saying:
Have you seen a light shining from Mount Moriah? And
they said: “We see nothing but a ditch.” He responded
“Stay here nation likened to a mule and I and the lad
will go forward to worship.”

The binder, the bound and the altar.

The two of them went forth to do their work, and Isaac
said to his father, “My father I see fire and wood for the
pyre. Where, my master, is the sheep required? Are
you, on this day, forgettmg our law?”

The binder, the bound and the altar.

His father answered: “In the living God is our trust that
he will choose the sheep for the offering. Know all that
God wishes God will do.

My son let us build a throne before God today, then God
will praise the sacrifice and the one bringing the
sacrifice.”

The binder, the bound and the altar.

They knocked open the gates of mercy, the son to be
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sacrificed and the father to bring the sacrifice. They NPV DXNNI > WYI IPIT
hope to God and trust in His mercy. Those who hope to N3Y AN) NRNY 120
God are strengthened . They who cling to God’s N2 1PN HRY DIP
inheritance. n519°903 NP
The binder, the bound and the altar. NOMDNY YN NYNI1 WAT
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He prepared the wood for the offering with strength

and valor, and he bound Isaac as he would bind a ram. 9°N1 1IN N2IY O¥Y 10N
The light of day turned to night in their eyes, and a PINVTPYD PRY? TPYN
multitude of tears flowed strongly, eyes bitterly 99 DY2 0NI NINY DN
weeping and the heart rejoicing. 9YN2 09113 PYNT )IND
The%mder the bound and the altar. NNY 29) N2I2 M2 PY
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«Tell my mother that her darling has departed.

The son she bore at age 90 has been consumed by fire M9 MIVY M MINY INY
and the knife. my va\vn‘:’ 192 YN 120
Where shall I seek a comforter for her? Where? It pains 10 NYINNYY YR N7
me, the crying and lamenting mother.” NIN DN MY YRIAN NIN
The binder, the bound and the altar. NYXNM) NN ONRY Y ¥
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“Concerning the knife, my speech was aroused. Please

sharpen it, my father, and tighten my bindings. And 3270 NHRD NYININ
when my flesh is charred take with you the leftover of YIDRND NINY >IN ATTN N)
my ashes, and say to Sarah: this is the fragrance of MY TIPY TR DY) PAN
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The binder, the bound and the altar. N> PRYY N NIYY 0N
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The angels of the divine chariot were aroused, ophen

and seraph asking in supplication, beseechmg God for N3270 XK1 52107
the leader: «“Oh please, provide if substitute and bring NI DINIV 1Y) 19N
forth redemption. Please do not let the world be N2¥ Y TYIIN? DXNINNN
without a moon.” 27 7921 01T NIN NIN
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Said the Master of Heaven to Avraham:” Do not send

forth your hand against one of the three great lights. DYDY 1IN DNINT DN
Return in peace angels of Mahanayim. This day will be a DMWN YHY HN T NNYYR SN
merit for the children of Jerusalem, on it I will pardon 0200 2NN DIYY 119V
the sin of the children of Jacob. On it the gates of Mercy D2¥17? 332 M MY DD
I will open.” AL N 0PN WY 12
The binder, the bound in the altar. DAY TRYIDY TRIY

https://pizmonim.org/book.php?recording=6000#514k

What messages emerge from this piyyut?

Take 1:

Midrash Rabbah Vayikra 20[2]
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..Had not an angel from Heaven called him (Abraham), Yitsak would have already been slain. There is
proof that this is so, because Yitshak returned to his mother, and she said to him, “Where have you
been, my son?’ He said to her, “My father took me and led me up mountains, and down hills” etc. ..
“Qy”, she said, “for the son of an unfortunate woman! Had it not been for the angel, you would now
have been slain!”. “Yes,” he said to her. At that moment, she cried out six cries, corresponding to the

six teki’ot (shofar blasts). It is said that he had scarcely finished relating the story before she died.
Therefore, it is written, “And Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and to cry for her” (Bereishit 23:2)

Take 2:
Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah 16a
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Rabbi Abbahu said: Why does one sound a shofar made from a ram’s horn? The Holy One, Blessed be He,

said: Sound a blast before Me with a shofar made from a ram’s horn, so that I will remember for you the
binding of Isaac, son of Abraham [ in whose stead a ram was sacrificed] and I will ascribe it to you as if
you had bound yourselves before Me.

Ritva on Rosh HaShanah 16a (Yom Tov ben Abraham of Seville, 13th C.)
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Take 3:
Talmud Bavli Shabbat 89b
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God said to Yishak: Your children have sinned against Me. Yishak said before God: Master of the

Universe, are they my children and not Your children? At Sinai, when they accorded precedence to “We
will do” over “We will listen” before You, didn’t You call them, “My child, My firstborn child...”
(Exodus 4:22)? Now [that they have sinned, are they] my children and not Your children?

And furthermore, how much did they actually sin? How long is a person’s life? Seventy years. Subtract
the first twenty years of his life [for] one is not punished [in heavenly matters before age twenty]. Fifty
years remain. Subtract twenty-five years of nights, and twenty-five years remain for them. Subtract
twelve and a half years during which one prays and eats and uses the bathroom and twelve and a half
years remain for them.

excellent. And if not, half of the sins are upon me to bear and half upon You. And 1f You say that all of
them, the sins of all twelve and a half years that remain, are upon me, I sacrificed my soul before You
and You should forgive them due to my merit. The Jewish people began to say to Yishak: You are our
father. Only Yishak defended the Jewish people as a father would and displayed compassion toward his

children. Isaac said to them: Before you praise me, praise the Holy One, Blessed be He. And Yishak
points to the Holy One, Blessed be He, before their eyes. Immediately they lifted their eyes to the
heavens and said: “You, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer, everlasting is Your name.”




Open the Gates - Piyyutim of Rosh Hashanah Drisha Elul Zeman
Rabbanit Victoria Sutton

I1. Hon TaHon al Banekha, Author Unknown

Have mercy on your children who are returning to You D22V 19 1°32 YV 1N N
And in fear they stand before You D72¥) 70399 TN
They fear the time has come to be called in judgment PIT2INR? NY DINY?
And so they have come before you in pain DXANDIIND D YYD
Remember Mercy on this Day of Judgement 170 0V ©RN 91N 91
Cast away anger and rage at the time of judgment P10 NY DY DYD 197D
To those who fear you and give thought to Your name TRV Y2YINY PRYY
They sit now in judgment P10 9Y 2291 NN
Bring close the year of the Redeemer who will release me 3791 YN MY 'Y 2R
God, lead me besides still waters MNP HND NININ M DY
Remember, for me, the merit of the simple one (Yaakob) DR YIN MIDTOY 7101
Place me like a seal upon your mind MNP ONIND 729 Yy
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1.Shemot 33:18-19
TTADTIN NI INYD IINN
FONIN IYNTNNONNOI NN IYNINONINY 297 'N DY NNIP) T270Y 2210772 DIYNIN MN)
He (Moshe) said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!”
And [God] answered, "I will let all My goodness pass before you; I will proclaim the name of the Lord
before you, and I will favor as I wish to favor, and I will have compassion as [ wish to have compassion. "

2.Talmud Bavli Rosh HaShanah 17b
YITRD QOYNIY THIN .IININT TYIN ON ,2IND NIPHN NININ 1IN 227 MN /NP 19 DY D 2y
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“And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Shemot 34:6). Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not
written in the verse, it would be impossible to say this. This teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like a prayer leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of
the prayer. He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act before Me in accordance with
this order [of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy] and I will forgive them.

3.Talmud Bavli Berakhot 7a
121371 90¥D NR AN W2 21977 11X 9717 27 IR 77210 72 ROV 27 1K 2981 R HI0ND RIT TIN2 WITRAY IRIN. ..
NAR QYD YWOHR 12 DRYAW 527 K X2IN .77 DWW 2°39 0737 DIOKI 001 NTR2 212 OV A7INKR1 N7 DY R
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...from here we see that the Holy One, Blessed be, prays. What does God pray? To whom does God pray?

Rav Zutra bar Tovia said that Rav said: God says: May it be My will that My mercy will overcome My
anger towards Israel for their transgressions, and may My mercy prevail over My other attributes through
which Israel is punished, and may I conduct myself toward My children, Israel, with the attribute of
mercy, and may I enter before them beyond the letter of the law. Similarly, it was taught in a baraita that
Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High Priest, said:_Once, on Yom Kippur, I entered the Holy of Holies to
offer incense, and in a vision [ saw Akatriel Ya, the Lord of Hosts, (one of the names of God) seated upon
a high and exalted throne (see Isaiah 6). And He said to me: Yishmael, My son, bless Me. [ responded
with the prayer that God prays: “May it be Your will that Your mercy overcome Your anger, and may
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Your mercy prevail over Your other attributes, and may You act toward Your children with the attribute

of mercy, and may You enter before them beyond the letter of the law.” The Holy One, Blessed be,

nodded [and accepted the blessing.




