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You Shall Know God in All Your Ways
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Avodah Zarah 3a-b

Instead, the Holy One, Blessed be He, says to the nations: Let the witnesses come from
among you and testify that the Jewish people fulfilled the Torah in its entirety. Let
Nimrod come and testify about Abraham that he did not engage in idol worship. Let
Laban come and testify about Jacob that he is not suspect with regard to robbery (see
Genesis 31:36—42). Let the wife of Potiphar come and testify about Joseph that he is not
suspect with regard to the sin of adultery (see Genesis 39:7—12). Let Nebuchadnezzar come
and testify about Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah that they did not prostrate
themselves before a graven image. Let Darius come and testify about Daniel that he did
not neglect his prayer (see Daniel 6). Let Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite,
and Eliphaz the Temanite, and Elihu, son of Barachel, the Buzite, friends of Job (see Job
2:11 and 32:2) come and testify about the Jewish people that they fulfilled the Torah in its
entirety. As it is stated: “All the nations are gathered together...let them bring their
witnesses, that they may be justified” (Isaiah 43:9), i.e., the gathered gentiles will submit
testimony on behalf of the Jewish people and demonstrate the Jews’ righteousness. The gentiles say
before Him: Master of the Universe, give us the Torah afresh and we will perform its
mitzvot. The Holy One, Blessed be He, says to them in response: Fools of the world! Do you
think you can request this? One who takes pains on Shabbat eve will eat on Shabbat, but one
who did not take pains on Shabbat eve, from where will he eat on Shabbat? The
opportunity for performing mitzvot has already passed, and it is now too late to ask to perform them.
But even so, I have an easy mitzva to fulfill, and its name is sukka; go and perform it. The
Gemara asks: And how can you say so, that it is possible to perform a mitzva after the end of this
world? But doesn’t Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi say: What is the meaning of that which is
written: “You shall therefore keep the commandment, and the statutes, and the ordinances, which I
command you this day, to do them” (Deuteronomy 7:11)? This verse teaches that today, in this
world, is the time to do them, but tomorrow, in the World-to-Come, is not the time to do them.
Furthermore, today is the time to do them, but today is not the time to receive one’s reward,
which is granted in the World-to-Come. The Gemara explains: But even so, God gave the nations an
opportunity to perform a mitzva, as The Holy One, Blessed be He, does not deal tyrannically
[beteruneya] with His creations, but wants them to feel that they have been judged fairly. The
Gemara asks: And why does God call the mitzva of sukka an easy mitzva to fulfill? Because
performing the mitzva involves no monetary loss. Immediately, each and every gentile will
take materials and go and construct a sukka on top of his roof. And the Holy One,
Blessed be He, will set upon them the heat [makdir] of the sun in the season of Tammuz,
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i.e., the summer, and each and every one who is sitting in his sukka will be unable to stand the
heat, and he will kick his sukka and leave, as it is stated: “Let us break their bands
asunder, and cast away their cords from us” (Psalms 2:3). The Gemara asks: Why does God
heat the sun over them? But didn’t you say that the Holy One, Blessed be He, does not deal
tyrannically with His creations? The Gemara answers: This is not considered dealing
tyrannically with the gentiles, because for the Jewish people as well, there are times when the
season of Tammuz extends until the festival of Sukkot, and in such years sitting in the sukka
causes them suffering. The Gemara asks: But doesn’t Rava say that one who suffers in the
sukka is exempt from performing the mitzva of sukka, and under these circumstances even a Jew
is permitted to leave the sukka? If so, why are the gentiles criticized for leaving? The Gemara answers:
Granted that one is exempt from performing the mitzva and is permitted to leave his sukka, but
should one kick it?
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MISHNA: All seven days of Sukkot, a person renders his sukka his permanent residence
and his house his temporary residence. If rain fell, from when is it permitted to vacate the
sukka? It is permitted from the point that it is raining so hard that the congealed dish will spoil.
The Sages told a parable: To what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to a servant
who comes to pour wine for his master, and he pours a jug [ kiton] of water in his face to
show him that his presence is not desired. So too, in the sukka, rain is an indication that the Holy
One, Blessed be He, does not want the person to fulfill the mitzva of sukka.

GEMARA: The Sages taught: All seven days of Sukkot, a person renders his sukka his
permanent residence and his house his temporary residence. How so? If he has beautiful
vessels, he takes them up to the sukka, which was typically built on the roof. If he has
beautiful bedding, he takes it up to the sukka. He eats and drinks and relaxes in the
sukka. The Gemara asks: From where are these matters derived? The Gemara explains that it is
as the Sages taught: “In sukkot shall you reside” (Leviticus 23:42), and they interpreted: Reside
as you dwell in your permanent home. From here they said: All seven days, a person
renders his sukka his permanent residence and his house his temporary residence. How
so? If he has beautiful vessels, he takes them up to the sukka; if he has beautiful bedding,
he takes it up to the sukka; he eats and drinks and relaxes in the sukka and studies
Torah in the sukka.

3. Siftei Chaim of Rabbi Chaim Friedlander
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After the Days of Judgment, the Holy One Blessed be He gave us the mitzvah of Sukkah. It teaches us
that we have no hope or involvement other than the goal of “to do your fill with a full heart.” How?
The Mitzvah of Sukkah is “dwell as you live.” All voluntary acts such as eating, drinking, sleeping, etc.
transform into a mitzvah. The Sukkah teaches us and makes us accustomed to make this world into a
temporary dwelling. As the this world is a temporary dwelling, it is only a means to serving G-d, as in
“in all your ways acknowledge Him.” This fufills here “to do your will with a full heart.”
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Proverbs 3:6

(6) In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He will make your paths smooth.
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2) A person should direct his heart and the totality of his behavior to one goal, becoming aware of
God, blessed be He. The [way] he rests, rises, and speaks should all be directed to this end.

For example: when involved in business dealings or while working for a wage, he should not think
solely of gathering money. Rather, he should do these things, so that he will be able to obtain that
which the body needs - food, drink, a home and a wife.

Similarly, when he eats, drinks and engages in intimate relations, he should not intend to do these
things solely for pleasure to the point where he will eat and drink only that which is sweet to the
palate and engage in intercourse for pleasure. Rather, he should take care to eat and drink only in
order to be healthy in body and limb.

Therefore, he should not eat all that the palate desires like a dog or a donkey. Rather, he should eat
what is beneficial for the body, be it bitter or sweet. Conversely, he should not eat what is harmful to
the body, even though it is sweet to the palate. For example: a person with a warm constitution should
not eat meat or honey, nor drink wine, as Solomon has stated in a parable: The eating of much honey
is not good (Proverbs 25:27). One should drink endive juice, even though it is bitter, for then, he will
be eating and drinking for medical reasons only, in order to become healthy and be whole - for a man
cannot exist without eating and drinking.

Similarly, he should not have intercourse except to keep his body healthy and to preserve the [human]
race. Therefore, he should not engage in intercourse whenever he feels desire, but when he knows that
he requires a seminal emission for medical reasons or in order to preserve the [human] race.

(3) A person who accustoms himself to live by [the rules of] medicine does not follow a proper path if
his sole intention is that his entire body and limbs be healthy and that he have children who will do
his work and toil for him. Rather, he should have the intent that his body be whole and strong, in
order for his inner soul to be upright so that [it will be able] to know God. For it is impossible to
understand and become knowledgeable in the wisdoms when one is starving or sick, or when one of
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his limbs pains him. [Similarly,] one should intend to have a son [with the hope that] perhaps he will
be a wise and great man in Israel.

Thus, whoever walks in such a path all his days will be serving God constantly; even in the midst of his
business dealings, even during intercourse for his intent in all matters is to fulfill his needs so that his
body be whole to serve God.

Even when he sleeps, if he retires with the intention that his mind and body rest, lest he take ill and be
unable to serve God because he is sick, then his sleep is service to the Omnipresent, blessed be He.

On this matter, our Sages have directed and said: "And all your deeds should be for the sake of
Heaven." This is what Solomon declared in his wisdom: "Know Him in all your ways and He will
straighten your paths" (Proverbs 3:6).

e Contrast R. Kook with Rambam
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