Tashlich #3: “The Waters are Approaching the Soul”
Rav Matthew Nitzanim

JAWT WX N1990 (22A03n) 2"10n 190 .1

QIR NPMIRLI 22 02 MNIEAA THWE? M 01 DER T7W0 IR 17"92 790 PAmaw an "0 2"n nR Y]
TOW RIT WO TV 2% W2 02 T AYOWNT AR IR TV 712 1R 202K 12w TTPY7 707 WITH2 RNORT
STTPYI 1A IR 20V 7771 M0 AwYIw

1. Sefer Maharil, L.aws of Rosh Hashana
The Maharil explained that the tradition to walk to the lakes and rivers on Rosh Hashana after the

meal and to cast all our sins into the sea derives from what is stated in the Midrash, and is a
commemoration of the Akeda, for Avraham came up to his neck in the river, and said “save me, O
Lord, for the waters have reached the soul,” and it was Satan who had turned into a river to prevent
him from performing the binding [of Isaac].
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2. Midrash Tanchuma, Parshat Vayera 22
On the third day Abrabam lifted up his eyes (ibid., v. 4). Since the distance was extremely short, what
delayed them three days? When Satan realized that they would not pay any attention to him, he went

ahead and created a river in their path. When Abraham stepped into the river, it reached his knees.
He ordered his young men to follow him, and they did so. But in the middle of the river the water
reached his neck. Thereupon, Abraham lifted his eyes heavenward and cried out: Master of the
Universe, You have chosen me; You have instructed me; You revealed Yourself to me; You have
declared: I am one and You are one, and through You shall my name be made known in My world.
You have ordered me: Offer, Isaac, thy son, as a sacrifice, and I did not refuse; but now, as I am
about to fulfill Thy command, these waters endanger my life. If either I or my son, Isaac, should
drown, who will fulfill Your decrees, and who will proclaim the Unity of Your Name? The Holy
One, blessed be He, responded: Be assured that through you the Unity of My Name will be made
known through the world. Thereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked the source of the
water, and caused the river to dry up. Once again, they stood on dry land.
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3. Bavli Sotah 37a
Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Meir: That is not how the incident took place. Rather, this tribe said: I
am not going into the sea first, and that tribe said: I am not going into the sea first. Then, in jumped

Nahshon ben Amminadab, and descended into the sea first, as it is stated: “Ephraim surrounds Me
with lies and the house of Israel with deceit, and Judah is yet wayward toward God [rad i EJ”
(Hosea 12:1), (which is interpreted homiletically as: ‘And Judah descended [rad] with God [ E]).

And in this regard, the tradition explicates (Nahshon’s prayer at that moment): “Save me, God; for
the waters are come in even unto the soul. I am sunk in deep mire, where there is no standing...let
not the water flood overwhelm me, neither let the deep swallow me up” (Psalms 69:2-3, 16).
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4. Ramban’s Commentary to Vayikra 16:8
It is stated in Pirkei d’Rabi Eliezer (Chapter 46), “Therefore they would give a brive to Samael on

Yom Kippur, that he should not undermine their sacrifice, as it says ‘one lot for the Lord, and one
lot for Azazel” ... And while the Torah entirely forbade their acceptance as gods or any worship of
them, but the Holy Blessed One commanded us on Yom Kippur to send a goat to the desert, to the
deity who reigns over the barren places. And this is deserved by him, for he is their master, and
through his power comes destruction and obliteration, for he controls the constellations of the
sword, the blood, the wars, the quarrels, the wounds, the attacks, the separation, and the destruction
... and the intent of the scapegoat is not as a sacrifice to him, heaven forbid; rather, out intent is to
fulfill the will of our creator who thus commanded us.

5. L. Addison, The Present State of the Jews (more particularly relating to those of Barbary), (london, 1675), p.
192

The Jews have had a Custome on this day to run into the Rivers, and there to shake off their Sins,

that according to Micah 7.19. they may be carried into the depths of the Sea. If at this Lustration
they have the good Fortune to see a Fish, they shake themselves lustily on purpose to load it with
their Sins, that it may swim away with them, and be as the Scape-goat of old, which carried the
people's Sins into the Desart. Some among them would have this repairing to the running-Water, to
be in memory of Abraham's being led by an Evil Spirit into a River, (when he went to Sacrifice his
Son) where being in great danger of Drowning, he prai'd unto God, and the River upon the sudden
became dry Land.
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6. Bavli Rosh Hashana 16a

Why do we sound the Shofar when sitting and then again sound the Shofar while standing? In order

to confuse the Satan

7. Bavli Bava Batra 16a
He is Satan, he is the evil inclination

8. Tehilim 69:2-4
Deliver me, O God,
for the waters have reached my neck;

I am sinking into the slimy deep
and find no foothold;

I have come into the watery depths;
the flood sweeps me away.

I am weary with calling;

my throat is dry;

my eyes fail

while I wait for God.
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