Tashlich #2: Reimagining the Water Prayer
Rav Matthew Nitzanim

1. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews. XIV.10, 2
“...we have decreed, that as many men and women of the Jews as are willing so to do, may celebrate

their Sabbaths, and perform their holy offices, according to Jewish laws; and may make their
proseuchae (synagogues) at the sea-side, according to the customs of their forefathers...”

2. Acts 16:13 (NIV)
“On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of

prayer.”
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3. Torat Haolah, R. Moshe Issetless, 111:56
The traditions of Israel are themselves Torah, regarding the practice of going to the water to recite
“Tashlich” ... For the revealing of the earth [from beneath the water] for the sake of humanity and
all the other inhabitants of the land was not without intention, but rather was brought about by the
divine will so that the earth would be inhabited. Therefore we go ti the water, to see that [God] ‘set a
boundary to the sea,’ and said ‘come only to here” and no further. And when we go there we are
witness to the greatness of the Creator.

And therefore we go to the water on Rosh Hashana, which is the day of judgment, so that each
person will meditate upon the creation of the world and upon God’s being the king of all the world.
And this is why we say “cast our sins to the depths,” for one who reflects upon the depths of the sea
and realizes that all was created by God, such a person will come to regret their sins and will be
forgiven. And in this manner the sins are cast to the depths of the sea, as can be understood by the
wise.
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4. Tehillim 33
0) By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,



by the breath of His mouth, all their host.

7) He heaps up the ocean waters like a mound
stores the deep in vaults.

8) Let all the earth fear the LORD;

let all the inhabitants of the wotld dread Him.

9) For He spoke, and it was;
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He commanded, and it endured.

13) The LORD looks down from heaven;
He sees all mankind.

14) From His dwelling-place He gazes

on all the inhabitants of the earth—

15) He who fashions the hearts of them all,

who discerns all their doings.
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5. I Kings 1:33-34

The king [David] said to them, “Take my loyal soldiers, and have my son Solomon ride on my mule
and bring him down to the Gihon [stream].

Let the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan anoint him there king over Israel, whereupon you shall
sound the horn and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!’
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6. Rav Shlomo Kluger, Sefer Hachavim (Orach Chayim)

And it seems to me that a new reason can be offered [for the recitation of Tashlich], in light of what
our Sages taught (Tosefta Sanhedrin 4:6) that kings are to be anointed by a stream, so that their reign
should flow (i.e. continue) like a stream. Similarly, on Rosh Hashana, when each year we accept upon
ourselves to worship God alone ... we therefore go to pray by the steam that the reign of the Holy
Blessed One should flow like a stream and never cease.
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7. Yerushalmi Kilayim 9:3
Rebbi Meir was dying in Assos/Asia. He said, ‘tell the people of the Land of Israel, there is your

Messiah.” With all that, he said to put his bier on the sea-cape, since it is written (Ps. 24:2): “For He



founded it on seas, based it on rivers.”
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8. Ein Eliyahu (ad. loc.)

It seems to me that this can be explained as follows ... for all things must return to where they were
first taken from. And it is stated in Sefer Yetzira that all was created the from the water. Hence,
perhaps it is for this reason that R> Meir asked to be buried on the seashore, the place he had been
taken from, for all of creation comes from the water.

(T2wn) 97905 MR 2" .9

NiMAXa "N NG N0 TNIY AN 29D N2 1107 M0 1y 101G 2T WaRWE? TR MIRTT 1Y N2
DDA TPRT DRI

YRWRY 'Y 37T TR T 7Y AN 03 DOYPIWI MYPRY 13y DNIND DX 0 98 0771 12 %Y

93 0y nTP¥N2 TOWN) 1°7272 ARY RO2IT INRNY 1191 .57 oI wan NG KoY 1912 P00 ¥ 2wm
"onxun

9. Ramchal, Maamar Hachochma (Tashlich)

Since it is fitting to make use of the elements of the world in our worship of the divine, drawing
upon the secrets of God’s wisdom that are hidden within the creation and its laws, they therefore go
to the water, which reflect the notion of being drenched within them, pointing to the secret of the
divine ways through which God soaks the evil of every creature such that it leaves no stain at all.
And this is what is meant by the prophet, “...and cast to the depths of the sea all their sins.”



