Tashlich #1: ‘Casting Away’ and Metaphors of Sin
Rav Matthew Nitzanim
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1. Micha 7:18-20

Who is a God like You, Forgiving iniquity, And remitting transgression; Who has not maintained His

wrath forever, Against the remnant of His own people, Because He loves graciousness!

He will take us back in love; He will cover up our iniquities, You will hutl all our sins into the depths
of the sea.

You will keep faith with Jacob, Loyalty to Abraham,As You promised on oath to our fathers

In days gone by.

* Metaphors We I ive By, Lakoff & Johnson (1980)
Your claims are indefensible.

He attacked every weak point in my argument.
His criticisms were right o7 farget.

1 demolished his argument.

I’'ve never won an argument with him.

You disagree? Okay, shooA

If you use that strategy, he’ll wipe you out.

He shot down all of my arguments.
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2. Breishit 50: 16-17
So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before his death your father left this instruction:
So shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers who treated
you so harshly” Therefore, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.”
And Joseph was in tears as they spoke to him.
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3. Shemot 10:16-17
Pharaoh hurriedly summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “I stand guilty before the LORD your
God and before you.
Forgive my offense just this once, and plead with the LORD your God that He but remove this

death from me.”
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And when a person, without knowing it, sins in regard to any of the LORD’s commandments about

things not to be done, and then realizes his guilt, he shall be subject to punishment.
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5. Vayikra 24:15

And to the Israelite people speak thus: Anyone who blasphemes his God shall bear his guilt;
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6. Bemidbar 11:11-14
And Moses said to the LORD, “Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why have I not

enjoyed Your favor, that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me?

Did I conceive all this people, did I bear them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom as a nurse carries an infant,’ to the land that You have promised on oath to their fathers?
Where am I to get meat to give to all this people, when they whine before me and say, ‘Give us meat
to eat!’

I cannot carry all this people by myself, for it is too much for me.
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7. Bemidbar 16:15
Moses was much aggrieved and he said to the LORD, “Pay no regard to their oblation. I have not

taken the ass of any one of them, nor have I wronged any one of them.”

T RPWwaANMY .8

8. Shmuel IT 14:9

And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “My lord king, may the guilt be on me and on my

ancestral house; Your Majesty and his throne are guiltless.”
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9. Yeshavahu 1:3-4
An ox knows its owner, An ass its master’s crib: Israel does not know, My people takes no thought.”

Ah, sinful nation! People laden with iniquity! Brood of evildoers! Depraved children! They have
forsaken the LORD, Spurned the Holy One of Israel, Turned their backs [on Him)].
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10. Yeshayahu 5:18
Ah, those who haul sin with cords of falsehood and iniquity as with cart ropes!
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11. Tehilim 103:12

As east is far from west,

so far has He removed our sins from us.
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12. Breishit 4:13
Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great to bear!
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13. Bava Metzia 48a
He Who exacted payment from the people of the generation of the flood, and from the people of

the generation of the dispersion, and from the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, and from the
Egyptians in the Red Sea, will in the future exact payment from whoever does not stand by his

statement.
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14. Megilla 12a
R. Shimon b. Yochai was asked by his students: Why were the ‘enemies of Israel’ (i.e. the Jewish

people) in that generation (of Haman) indebted to the point of destruction?
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15. Shemot 32:13
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel your servants - to whom you took an oath...
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16. Vayikra Raba, Emor #29
The Holy Blessed One said to Israel: My children, if you wish to be ruled favorably in judgment on

this day, make mention of the merit/credit of the forefathers
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17. Shabbat 55a
Shmuel said: The merit/credit of the forefathers has been depleted
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18. Kiddushin 40b

A person should view themselves as though they were exactly half-liable and half-meritorious, so
that if they perform one mitzva they are fortunate, as they tilt their balance to the scale of merit. If
they transgress one prohibition, woe to them, as they tilt their balance to the scale of liability.
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19. Tomer Devora, “Nosei Avon”

A person [should] learn [from this] how much one needs to be tolerant, to carry the yoke of one’s
fellow and the wrongs the fellow has performed; to the point such that evil that the person sinned
against oneself is still in existence - yet one tolerates [it] until the other person repairs |it], or that it

is nullified by itself, and similar to it.



