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The Periphery of Redemption: The Torah Readings of Rosh haShannah

1. Genesis 11:22-30

22 And Serug lived for thirty years and begat
Nachor. 23 And Serug lived after he begot
Nachor two hundred years, and begot sons and
daughters. {S} 24 And Nachor lived nine and
twenty years, and begat Terach. 25 And Nachor
lived after he begot Terach a hundred and
nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters.
{S} 26 And Terach lived seventy years, and
begat Avram, Nachor, and Haran. 27 These are
the generations of Terach. Terach begat Avram,
Nachor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. 28
And Haran died in the presence of his father
Terach in the land of his birthplace, in Ur
Chasdim. 29 And Avram and Nachor took wives
for themselves: the name of Avram's wife was
Sarai; and the name of Nachor's wife was
Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of
Milcah, and the father of Yiscah. 30 And Sarai
was barren; she had no child.
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2. Genesis Chapter 12

1 God said to Avram: Get up and go from your
land, your birthplace, and your father’s home, to
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make
you into a great nation, and I will bless you, and
make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.
3 And I will bless those who bless you, and he that
curses you, I will curse; and through you shall all
the families of the earth be blessed.' 4 Avram went,
as God instructed and Lot went with him; and
Avram was seventy and five years old when he
went out from Charan. 5 And Avram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their
substance that they had gathered, and the souls that
they had gotten in Charan; and they went forth to
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go into the land of Canaan; and they arrived at the
land of Canaan. 6 And Avram passed through the
land to the place of Shechem, to the terebinth of
Moreh. And the Canaanite people were then in the
land. 7 And God appeared to Avram, and said: ' I
will give this land to your descendents'; and
[Avram] built an altar to the God who appeared to
him.

10 And there was a famine in the land; and Avram
went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the
famine was heavy in the land [of Cannan]. 11 And
it came to pass, when he was about to enter into
Egypt, that [Avram] said to his wife Sarai: 'Behold
now, I know that you are a beautiful woman. 12
And when the Egyptians will see you, they will
say: This is his wife; and they will kill me, but they
will keep you alive. 13 Please say that you are my
sister; that it will be good for me on your account,
and that my soul may live because of you.' 14 And
when Avram arrived into Egypt, the Egyptians saw
that the woman was very beautiful. 15 And the
princes of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to
Pharaoh; and [Sarai] was taken into Pharaoh's
house. 16 And [Pharaoh] was good to Avram on
[Sarai’s] account; and he came to have sheep, and
oxen, and donkeys, and men-servants, and
maid-servants, and female donkeys, and camels. 17
And the God smote Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarai, Avram's wife. 18
And Pharaoh called Avram, and said: "What is this
that you have done to me? Why didn’t you tell me
that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say: She
is my sister? so that I took her to be my wife; now
therefore she is your wife, take her, and go.' 20
And Pharaoh commanded his men; and they sent
away [Avram], and his wife, and all that he had.
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3. Genesis Chapter 16

1 Now Sarai Avram's wife bore him no children;
and she had a handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name
was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Avram: 'Behold
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now, the God has stopped me from bearing
children; please come to my handmaid; perhaps I
will be built up through her." And Avram listened to
the voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai Avram's wife took
Hagar the Egyptian, her handmaid, after Avram had
lived ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her
to Avram her husband to be his wife. 4 And he
went to Hagar, and she became pregnant; and when
she saw that she was pregnant, her mistress was
lowered in her eyes. 5 And Sarai said unto Avram:
'My wrong is upon you: I gave my handmaid into
your bosom; and when she saw that she became
pregnant, I was lowered in her eyes: May God
judge between me and you. 6 Avram said to Sarai:
Your maid is in your hand; do to her as you wish.
And Sarai oppressed her, and [Hagar] fled from her
presence. 7 And the angel of God found her by a
fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain
on the way to Shur. 8 And [the angel] said: 'Hagar,
Sarai's handmaid, Where are you coming from and
where are you going? And she said: I am running
away from my mistress Sarai.' 9 And the angel of
God said to her: 'Return to your mistress, and be
oppressed by her.' 10 And the angel of God said to
her: 'l will greatly multiply your descendants, there
will be too many to count.” 11 And the angel of
God said to her: You are pregnant and will give
birth to a son; and you shall call him Yishmael,
because God has heard your oppression. 12 And he
shall be a wild man: his hand shall be with
everyone, and everyone’s hand shall be with him;
and he shall live with all of his brothers.' 13 And
she called the name of God who spoke to her, You
are a God of Seeing; for she said: 'Have I even here
seen after seeing?' 14 That is why the well was
called Beer-lachai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh
and Bared. 15 And Hagar gave birth to a son for
Avram; and Avram called the name of his son,
whom Hagar birthed, Yishmael. 16 And Avram was
eighty six years old, when Hagar gave birth to
Yishmael for Avram.
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4. Bereisheit Rabbah 45:5

And Sarai said to Avram, my wrong is upon you. R.
Yudan in the name of R. Yudah [said]: You wrong
me with words. Why? Since you hear my
humilation and are silent. R. Berechiah in the name
of R. Abba [said]: I ask for judgement against you.
It is like two people incarcerated in prison. It
happened that the king passed by. One of the
prisoners said, “Execute judgment for me!” [The
King] said, “Let him out.” His fellow prisoner said,
“I ask for judgment against you — if you had said,
‘Execute judgment for us!” as you were let out, I
would have been let out. And since you said,
‘Execute judgment for me!’, you were let out and I
was not let out.” So too, [Sarai said], “If you had
said, We are infertile, as God gave you [a child], so
God would have given me [a child]. And since you
said, I am infertile (Genesis 15:2), you were given
[a child] and I was not given [a child].”
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5. Genesis 15:

1-6

After these things the word God came to Avram
in a vision, saying: 'Do not fear Avram, [ am your
shield,your reward shall be exceeding great.' 2
And Avram said: 'Oh Lord God, what will you
give to me, as [ am childless, and the possessor of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?' 3 And Avram
said: "You have not given me a descendent, and a
household servant will be my heir.' 4 And, the
word of God came to [Avram], saying: "This one
will not inherit you; but rather one from your own
body will inherit you.”' 5 And God brought
[Avram] outside and said: 'Please look up to the
sky and count the stars, if you can count them,;
and God said to him: 'So shall your descendents
be.' 6 And Avram believed in God; and it was
counted to him as righteousness.
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6. Genesis 17:1-27; 18:1-15

1 And when Avram was ninety-nine years old
God appeared to Avram, and said to him: 'l am
God Almighty; walk before Me, and be whole. 2
And I will make My covenant between Me and
you, and will make of you, many.' 3 And Avram
fell on his face; and God talked with him, saying:
4"' My covenant is with you, and you shall be the
father of a multitude of nations. 5 And your name
shall no longer be Avram,but rather your name
shall be Avraham; for I have made you the father
of a multitude of nations 6 And I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of
you, and kings shall descend from you. 7 And I
will establish My covenant between Me and you
and your descendents after for generations, an
eternal covenant to be a God for you and for your
descendents after you. 8 And I will give to you
and to your descendents after you.the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.' 9
And God said to Avraham: 'You shall keep My
covenant, you and your descendents after for
generations 10 This is My covenant, which you
shall keep, between Me and you and your
descendents after you - every male among you
shall be circumcised.

.. .15 And God said unto Avraham: ' Sarai your
wife, shall not be called Sarai, but rather Sarah is
to be her name. 16 And I will bless her, and I will
give you a son from her; I will bless her, and she
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples
shall descend from her.' 17 Avraham fell on his
face, and laughed, and said in his heart: 'Shall one
who is a hundred years old beget a child? and
shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, give birth?'
18 And Avraham said to God: "Would that
Yishmael might live before You!' 19 And God
said: But your wife Sarah shall give birth to a son
for you; and you shall call his name Yitzchak; and
I will establish My covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant for his descendents after
him. 20 And as for Yishmael, I have heard you;, I
have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and
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will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes
shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.
21 But My covenant will I establish with
Yitzchak, whom Sarah shall give birth to at this
set time in the next year.' 22 And God finished
speaking with him, and God went up from
Anraham. 23 And Afnraham took Yjshmael his
son, and all that were born in his house, and all
that were bought with his money, every male
among the men of Avraham's house, and
circumcised their foreskins on that same day, as
God had said to him. 24 And Avraham was
ninety-nine years old, when he was circumcised.
25 And Yishmael his son was thirteen years old,
when he was circumcised. 26 On that same day
Avraham was circumcised, and Yishmael his son.
27 And all the men of his house, those born in the
house, and those bought with money, were
circumcised with him.

Chapter 18

1 And God appeared to [ Avraham] by the
terebinths of Mamre, as he sat in the tent entrance
in the heat of the day; 2 and he lifted up his eyes
and saw three men standing near him; and when
he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent
entrance, and bowed down to the earth, 3 and
said: 'My lord, if [ have found favor in your eyes,
do not pass by your servant. 4 Let now a little
water be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest
under the tree. 5 And I will fetch a loaf of bread,
and eat to your heart’s content; after that you can
g0, having stopped in at my home." And they said:
"Yes, do as you said.' 6 And Avraham hurried into
the tent to Sarah, and said: 'Make ready quickly
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make
cakes.' 7 And Avraham ran unto the herd, and
fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it to the
boy; and he hurried to prepare it. § And he took
butter, and milk, and the meat which he had
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by
them under the tree, and they ate. 9 And they said
to him: "Where is your wife Sarah?' And he said:
'She is in the tent.' 10 And he said: 'l will return to
you at this time next year and there will be a son
for your wife Sarah.” And Sarah heard in the tent
entrance, which was behind him.-- 11 Now
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Avraham and Sarah were old, and advanced in
years; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the
manner of women.-- 12 And Sarah laughed to
herself, saying: "Now that I am old shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also?' 13 And God
said to Avraham: 'Why did Sarah laugh, saying:
Shall I have a child, as I am old? 14 Is any thing
too hard for God? I will return to you at this time
next year and there will be a son for Sarah' 15
Sarah denied it, saying: ' did not laugh; because
she was afraid. And God said: 'No, you did
laugh.'
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7. Commentary of Yitzchak ben Yehudah Abarbanel on Genesis 17 (b. 1437- d. 1508,
Portugal and Italy)

God responded to the question, Would Yishmael live
before you by saying, But Sarah your wife, as if to
say, ‘Avraham, you thought that all of the good that
I promised to do for you was for your sake and
therefore once you had your son Yishmael, you
thought that the birth of Yitzchak was unnecessary,
so much so that you asked Would that Yishmael live
and be before Me in My covenant. Know that the
matter is not so, because Sarah is worthy of bearing
you a child and just as you are a necessary parent,
so is she, and Yishmael is not her son and therefore
from the perspective of Sarah, the birth of Yitzchak
is necessary, even though Yishmael will not die.
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