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The Mishnah's Fifth Question!
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Introduction:
The Mishnah’s Plain Sense

e Does the Talmud interpret the

- Mishnah accurately?

wﬁ?wﬁwﬁwi * Why does the Talmud deviate
from the Mishnah’s plain sense?

ah mo;

”jj’ﬁ‘jﬁ,, * Can one suggest an alternative
(i o (on 2 . .
o meaning to the Mishnah?
IMFO T 1Ky
ﬁ”&ﬁf‘fﬁ * What should be the status of laws
: that are based upon
e misinterpretations of the

Mishnah?
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The Mishnah’s Plain Sense
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The Origins of the Seder Night:
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The Origins of the Seder Night:
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The Origins of the Seder Night:
The Talmud
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A. Reclining on Seder Night




Reclining in the Mishnah / mywna nhaonn
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On the eve of Passover, adjacent to minha time, a person
may not eat until dark. Even the poorest of Jews should
not eat the meal on Passover night until he reclines. And
not give a poor person less than four cups of wine for the
Festival meal of Passover night.




Reclining in the Talmud / TiInTna naon

N D95N * P9 DNV NIV INITIVWIY TIDN .2

JNDY , TV PODIN NPNY DYTAY THITY 29D) "D 127 IIN

N2 NYTAVND IRNOY WTIND ,PAI0N PIIIN NPND

Rabbi Levi said: And since it 1s the way of slaves to

cat while standing, but here they are to eat while

reclining, to demonstrate that they went from slavery
to freedom.
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Reclining in the Midrash / wna naon
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Another explanation. “So God led
the people around”: From here our
Rabbis said that even the poorest in
Israel should not eat until he
reclines (yasev), because this is
what the Holy One did for them ‘So
God led the people around
(vayasev).




Reclining in Halakha / n2%7na naon
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everyone who is required to recline and ate or drank

without reclining, must eat and/or drink a second time
while reclining...

14" Century




Reclining in Halakha / n2%na naon
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There are authorities
who rule that in the
present era... after the
fact, one is considered
to have fulfiled his
obligation although he
did not recline.




Is reclining an obligation ? haon nain
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If people sit down to eat, each one says the Blessing for

himself. If they are dining together, one says the Blessing
for them all.
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It has been taught likewise: The fair minded of the

people 1n Jerusalem... would not sit at table without
knowing their fellow diners.
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And it says: ”On this night we all rec/line’, a question

not mentioned in the Mishnah... they did not

consider reclining unusual, because their habit was
always to sit reclining.
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And 1t would seem that by the generation of the Amoraim this
practice had begun to dissipate... They therefore interpreted
the Mishnato mean that reclining 1s a requirement specifically for the
nights of Passover, and the Amora/im established it as the way to
fulfill the obligation.
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Lack of order in the Seder Night
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The Seder according to the Mishnah
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The Seder according to the Mishnah

(2) They poured for him the first cup...

(3) They then set before him, he dips the lettuce ... They set
before him matzah, lettuce, haroset, and two dishes... And
in the Temple they would set before him the body of the
Pesah sacrifice.

(4) They poured for him second cup, and here the son asks
his father.

(5) Therefore, we are obligated to thank...

(6) Until where does he recite?

(7) After they poured for him the third cup, he blesses over
his food. The fourth [cup of wine], he completes over it the
Hallel...
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The Seder according to the Mishnah
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The order of the Seder in the haggadah
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Following the change in the order of the Seder
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and here the son asks his father?
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Removing

the Table
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. one shall remove the table only from before the one
reciting the Haggadah... Why does one remove the table?

The school of Rabbi Yanai say: So that the children will
notice that something is unusual, and they will ask...
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And they bring the plate before him... And he
should lift the plate... And then he should order
it removed from the table as if they had already
eaten, so that the child will ask "why do we
remove the bread when we have not yet eaten?”
And this is for us in place of removing the
: table... And he then brings back the plate, for
% .@"ﬁz‘ | | the Mitzvot are upon it, so that it be before him
T e § | | when he recites the Haggadah.




Why did the Order Change?
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v And you shall tell it to your children” -- Does that |~ °
& mean any time from the beginning of the month? It|" °
therefore says ”on that day.” If 7on that day,” could
. |1t be during the daytime? It therefore says: »for the
" sake of this*, at the time when Matza and Marror are
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Afikoman / nij7'ox .a
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The Afikomanin the Mishnah
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One does not conclude after the Paschal lamb with an
afikoman
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The Afikomanin the Talmud
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What is the meaning of afikoman? Rav said: It means
that a member of a group that ate the Paschal lamb
together should not leave that group to join another
group. One who joined one group for the Paschal
lamb may not leave and take food with him.
According to this interpretation, afikoman is derived
from the phrase afiku mani, take out the vessels.
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The Afikomanin the Talmud
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And Shmuel said: It means that one may not eat
dessert after the meal, like mushrooms for me, and
chicks for Abba, Rav (It was customary for them to
eat delicacies after the meal). And Rav Hanina bar
Sheila and Rabbi Yohnan say: Afikoman refers to
foods such as dates, roasted grains, and nuts, which
are eaten during the meal.
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The Greek Origin of the Afikoman
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And I wonder: How did
they not know 1t 1s of Greek
origin...?
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The Greek Origin of the Afikoman
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Many were puzzled with regard
to this word, since they did not
know what 1t 1s... but 1its
meaning 1n Greek 1s a great

feast...
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The Greek Origin of the Afikoman
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I thought to speak about matters of Passover,
which I am currently celebrating, and to |  oeses

address the word A fikoman, whose meaning ey
was unknown to the Amoraim...And I am

left with no decision. Perhaps we will be
next year in Jerusalem, and meet the author
of the Haggadah, and ask him 1n person...
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