Shevi'it Chapters 4-5: Benefiting from the Land and Benefiting Fellow Man

Background: Chapter 3

2 P9

1 P9 R PI9

MNIRN
MNAWRY Yar PRININ

1771Y MY 1P0IVN
PINNN VAYYN TN Y

TVPPVN OV

1250 NTWVA PYIN

amYon NYINY TY
noan Ty :v"

MR TY MR TY
1980 DTV PYIN
Ny v 17y
Ny RINY NIr Yy :wM
M85

nINyn Iv :n"a

n'y»v 17y

T'-R"1 "9 1"n 1"
(2"n) o¥varn nnd Ty WRY TY MIYOTNIY MRWPNI LLPHan
mwn

Structure of Chapter 3
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Chapter 4

M 1-3: Using Fields During Shemita

(1) Originally it was said, one may collect
sticks, stones and grasses from one's own
field, just like one may collect from one's
neighbor's field - the biggest items. Once
transgressors multiplied, it was instituted
that this one may [only] collect from that

one's [field], while this one may collect
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[only] from that one's [field]; this mustn't
be done as a favor, and it doesn't require
mentioning that [one must not] stipulate to
[give] them food [in exchange].
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(2) A field which had been de-thorned, may
be planted during the eight year. A field
which had been improved [by ploughing]
or fertilized may not be planted during the
eighth year. A field which had been
improved: the house of Shammai says its
fruit may not be eaten on the seventh year,
while the house of Hillel says they may be
eaten. The house of Shammai says the fruit
of the seventh year may not be eaten while
[expressing] gratitude [to the original
owner], while the house of Hillel says they
may be eaten either while [expressing]
gratitude [to the original owner] or not.
Rabbi Yehudah says, These opinions must
be switched, for this is one of the examples
of a leniency of the house of Shammai and
a stringency of the house of Hillel.
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(3) One may rent a ploughed field in the
Sabbatical year [to plant in the eight year]
from a non-Jew, but not from a Jew. And
we [verbally] encourage the work of non-
Jews in the Sabbatical year, but not that of
Jews. And we inquire after their [the non-
Jews] well-being, for the sake of peace.
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M 4-6: Cutting Fruit

Trees During Shemita

(4) If one is thinning out olive trees, the
house of Shamai say: he should chop [off
the trunk but leave the roots]. The house of
Hillel say: he may uproot.

To what does this apply? In one's own
property;
property -- even if one is creating a

however in one's fellow's

clearing, one may uproot.
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(5) One who split wood from an olive tree
may not cover it with dirt. However, he
may cover it with stones or straw.
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(6) One who is pruning grapes or cutting
reeds - Rabbi Yosi the Galilean says, he
should [his
handbreadth. Rabbi Akiva says, one may

distance cutting] a

DY 237,077 PYIpD) 21931 19tn7 ()
RIPY 37 NV PN ,INIR 9N




cut in a normal way, using a hatchet, sickle,
saw, or whatever one wishes. If a tree split,
one may bind it during the Sabbatical year;
not in order to help it grow more, but rather
that the split shouldn't widen.
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M 7-10: Shemita Timetable for Chopping Fruit Trees and Eating Fruit

(7) From when may one eat fruits during the
Sabbatical year? Unripe figs, once they
redden, one may eat one's bread with them
in the field. Once they start to ripen, one
may gather them into one's house. And
those similar to them [in stage of ripeness]
during the other years [of the seven-year
cycle] require tithes.

VYW 12R) N9 PPN MRD (1)

DTV IR DN VIR IMIPYN 039N

DN R¥PI 127 SN2 PnY V1 Yna
JD1YYyNa 220 ,»1aY MY IRYA

(8) The unripe grape, once it exudes liquid...
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(9) Olives, once a Se'ah can produce a
Revi'it... And all the other fruit of the tree,
just like their season for [requiring] tithes,
so is their season for [consumption during]
the Sabbatical year.
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(10) From when must one not cut down a tree
in the Sabbatical year? Beit Shammai says,
any tree once it produces. Beit Hillel says,
carobs - once they have formed a chain-like
appearance... other trees - once they have
produced. And any tree, once it has reached
its tithing season, may be cut down.
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Chapter 5

M 1-5: Shemita Status of Multi-Year Produce

(1) White figs--their Sabbatical year is the

second year [of the Sabbatical cycle],
because it takes them three years to
produce...

Y L,NNY N2V oYYy ,my nina (R)
DY UHYH Niviy

(2) If one stores black calla lily in the ground
during the Sabbatical year, Rabbi Meir
says: He must store no less than two Se'ah
[specific unit of volume], up to a height of
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three Tefachim, with one Tefach of earth
on top of it... One must store it in a place
where people walk.
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(3) Black calla lily that has passed the
Sabbatical year, Rabbi Eliezer says: If the
poor have gathered its leaves, they have
gathered [and nothing further is required];
but if not, one must reckon with the poor
[and pay them for what grew during the
Sabbatical year]. Rabbi Yehoshua says...
the poor are not owed a reckoning
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(4) Black calla lily from the year before the
Sabbatical that has entered the Sabbatical
year, and so too for summer onions, and so
too for madder, the house of Shammai say:
one must uproot it with wooden rakes;
whereas the house of Hillel say: [one may

uproot it] with metal axes.
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(5) From when may one buy black calla lily
after the Sabbatical year? Rabbi Yehuda
says: Immediately. But the Sages say:

when the new exceeds [the old].
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M 6-9: Providing Support for Shemita Violators

(6) These are the tools that a craftsman is not
allowed to sell during the Sabbatical year:
a plow and all its tools... However, one
may sell a hand-sickle, a harvesting sickle,
and a wagon and all its tools. This is the
rule: anything whose usage is directed
toward [work which is a Sabbatical]
transgression is forbidden; but [anything
the normal usage of which is for work
which is] a transgression [on the Sabbatical
year] or permitted, it is permitted.
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(7) The potter may sell five oil jugs and
fifteen wine jugs, since it is common [for a
buyer] to collect [such an amount] from
ownerless [produce]. If one collects more,
[selling more jugs is] permitted. He may
sell [more jugs] to non-Jews in the land [of
Israel] and to Jews outside of the land.
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(8) The house of Shammai say, one should
not sell him [a Jew] a plowing cow during
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the Sabbatical year. The house of Hillel
allow it, since he could slaughter it. One
may sell him fruits even during planting
time, and one may lend him his Se'ah
measure even though one knows that he
has a granary, and make change for him
even though one knows he has laborers.
And all of these [actions], if [he has
expressed] explicit [intent], are forbidden.
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(9) A woman may lend to her fellow who is
suspected in the matter of the Sabbatical
year a sieve, a sifter, millstones and an
oven. But she may not sort or grind with
her. The wife of a Chaver [status marking
those who scrupulously observe tithes and
purity laws] may lend to the wife of an Am
HaAretz [status marking those who are lax
in observing tithes and purity laws] a sieve
and a sifter, and may sort, grind and sift
with her. But once she wets [the flour], she
may not touch it, as one may not assist
transgressors. And all of these were said
only for the sake of peace. And we
encourage the work of non-Jews in the
Sabbatical year, but not that of Jews. And
we inquire after their [the non-Jews] well-
being, for the sake of peace.
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Inclusio of Chapters 4-5

5:6-9

4:1-3
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Links Between Chapter 4 and Chapters 1-3

Chapter 4 Chapters 1-3
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Mar'it Ha'ayin in the Mishnah
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Shemita from Social Perspective in Chapters 4-5
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