Satan’s Evolving Role in the Bible and Jewish Thought
Yael Leibowitz
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4 But the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the Philistines said unto him:
'Make the man return, that he may go back to his place where thou hast appointed him, and let him not
go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become an adversary to us; for wherewith should this
fellow reconcile himself unto his lord? should it not be with the heads of these men?

NIN' DYY N'A N7 23! 8?2 2 ,AR TIT-NR RUT ARR T 10K D'N-78,NN%Y N2Y° TD D P19 X DM (2
I'® 21200 7078 NI 0IDL,NRYE NG (220) 1720 N9 NNR,DNKR NIN-NA TY--1N220 WK ,NRN071R0 12910 ,1IM7N
V129 I'N1 o

18 But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary, nor evil
occurrence
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21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. 22 And
God's anger was kindled because he went; and the angel of the LORD placed himself in the way for an
adversary against him.--Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.-- 23 And the
ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand; and the ass turned
aside out of the way, and went into the field; and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 24 Then
the angel of the LORD stood in a hollow way between the vineyards, a fence being on this side, and a
fence on that side. 25 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD, and she thrust herself unto the wall, and
crushed Balaam's foot against the wall; and he smote her again. 26 And the angel of the LORD went
further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the
left. 27 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD, and she lay down under Balaam; and Balaam's anger was
kindled, and he smote the ass with his staff. 28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said
unto Balaam: 'What have | done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?' 29 And Balaam
said unto the ass: 'Because thou hast mocked me; | would there were a sword in my hand, for now | had
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killed thee.' 30 And the ass said unto Balaam: 'Am not | thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden all thy life
long unto this day? was | ever wont to do so unto thee?' And he said: 'Nay.
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1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel.
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1 And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and He moved David against them, saying:
'Go, number Israel and Judah.
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1 And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at
his right hand to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said unto Satan: 'The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan, yea, the
LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee; is not this man a brand plucked out of the fire?' 3 Now
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 4 And he answered and spoke unto
those that stood before him, saying: 'Take the filthy garments from off him.' And unto him he said: 'Behold,
| cause thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with robes.' 5 And | said: 'Let them set a fair
mitre upon his head.' So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments; and the angel
of the LORD stood by. 6 And the angel of the LORD forewarned Joshua, saying: 7 'Thus saith the LORD of
hosts: If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt keep My charge, and wilt also judge My house, and
wilt also keep My courts, then | will give thee free access among these that stand by. 8 Hear now, O Joshua
the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee; for they are men that are a sign; for, behold, |
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will bring forth My servant the Shoot. 9 For behold the stone that | have laid before Joshua; upon one
stone are seven facets; behold, | will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts: And | will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man
his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree.
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Irag Museum : The bowl contains the Biblical verses Ex 15:14-17, Zech 3:2, Prov 30:17
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1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was whole-hearted and upright,
and one that feared God, and shunned evil. 2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three
daughters. 3 His possessions also were seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five
hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the
greatest of all the children of the east. 4 And his sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one
upon his day; and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 5 And it
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was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said: 'It may
be that my sons have sinned, and blasphemed God in their hearts.' Thus did Job continually. 6 Now it fell
upon a day, that the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also
among them. 7 And the LORD said unto Satan: 'Whence comest thou?' Then Satan answered the LORD,
and said: 'From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.' 8 And the LORD said
unto Satan: 'Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a whole-hearted
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and shunneth evil?' 9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and
said: 'Doth Job fear God for nought? 10 Hast not Thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions are
increased in the land. 11 But put forth Thy hand now, and touch all that he hath, surely he will blaspheme
Thee to Thy face.' 12 And the LORD said unto Satan: 'Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon
himself put not forth thy hand.' So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.
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1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born
unto them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them
wives, whomsoever they chose. 3 And the LORD said: 'My spirit shall not abide in man for ever, for that
he also is flesh; therefore shall his days be a hundred and twenty years.' 4 The Nephilim were in the earth
in those days, and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they

bore children to them; the same were the mighty men that were of old, the men of renown

9)

But now the giants who were begotten by the spiritual and flesh-

They will call them evil spirits on the earth,

For their dwelling will be on the earth.

The spirits that have gone forth from the body of their flesh are evil spirits,

For from humans they came into being, and from the holy watchers was the origin of their creation.
Evil spirits they will be on the earth, and evil spirits they will be called.

The spirits of the heaven, in heaven is their dwelling;

But the spirits begotten on the earth, on the earth is their dwelling.

And the spirits of the giants consume, do violence, make desolate, and attack and wrestle and hurl upon
the earth and make races. They eat nothing but abstain from food and are thirsty and smite. These spirits
(will) rise up against the sons of men and against women, for they have come forth from them.

From the day of the slaughter and destruction and death of the giants, from the soul of whose flesh the
spirits are proceeding, they are making desolate without (incurring) judgment. Thus they will make
desolate until the day of the consummation of the great judgments, when the great age will be
consummated. It will be consummated all at once.

(1 Enoch 15:8-16:1)



Satan’s Evolving Role in the Bible and Jewish Thought
Yael Leibowitz

10)

And Uriel said to me: “The spirits of the angels who were promiscuous with the women will stand here;
and they, assuming many forms, made men unclean and will lead men astray so that they sacrifice to
demons as gods —[that is,] until the great judgment day on which they will be judged so that an end will
be made of them.

(1 Enoch 19:1)
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And it came to pass in the seventh week, in its first year, in the first month, in that Jubilee, on the twelfth
of that month, that words came in heaven concerning Abraham that he was faithful in everything which
was told him and he loved the Lord and was faithful in all affliction. And Prince Mastema came and he
said before God, “Behold, Abraham loves Isaac, his son. And he is more pleased with him than everything.
Tell him to offer him (as) a burnt offering upon the altar. And you will see whether he will do this thing.
And You will know whether he is faithful in everything in which you test him.”

And the Lord was aware that Abraham was faithful in all of his afflictions because He tested him with his
land, and with famine. And He tested him with the wealth of kings. And He tested him again with his
wife, when she was taken from him, and with circumcision. And He tested him with Ishmael and with
Hagar, his maidservant, when he sent them away. And in everything in which He tested him, he was found
faithful. And his soul was not impatient. And he was not slow to act because he was faithful and a lover
of the Lord.

And the Lord said to him, “Abraham, Abraham.”....and Prince Mastema was shamed...and Abraham lifted
up his eyes and saw a ram was caught in the thicket...

(Book of Jubilees 17:15-18:12)
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Along those same lines: “As the Lord lives! Lie down until morning”- because his Evil Yetzer sat and
importuned him the entire night. It said to him: “You are unmarried and you want a woman, and she is
unmarried and she wants a man (teaching that a wife is acquired by sexual intercourse). So go and have
intercourse with her, and she will be your wife.” He took an oath against his Evil Yetzer. “As the Lord
lives!” | shall not touch her; and to the woman he said “Lie down until morning”

Sifre Num 88:88
15)
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The school of Rav Ishmael taught: If the repulsive one assails you- lead him to the study hall

B Kiddushin 30b, Sukkah 52b



