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| - Whose Dignity Is At Stake? (Oct. 14)

1 TB Nedarim 66a-b
(modified Koren/Sefaria transl.)

MISHNA: They may broach dissolution for a person by
raising his own honor and the honor of his children.
For example, they may say to him: Had you known that
tomorrow people will say about you: This is the habit
[veset] of so-and-so, that he divorces his wives due to
vows, and they will say about your daughters: They
are daughters of divorce, or they will ask: What did their
mother see to be divorced. And if the man who vowed
said: Had | known it was so, | would not have vowed, it
is dissolved.

If a man said: Marrying ugly so-and-so is konam for
me, and she is in fact beautiful, or if, in vowing not to
marry her, he called her black, and she is white, or
short, and she is tall, he is permitted to her. Not
because she was ugly and became beautiful, black
and became white, or short and became tall, but rather,
because the vow was mistaken from the outset.
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And an incident: with regard to one who vowed against
deriving benefit from the daughter of his sister, as he
did not wish to marry her. And they brought her into the
house of Rabbi Yishmael and he beautified her. Rabbi
Yishmael said to him: My son, did you vow that you
would not derive benefit from this woman? He said to
him: No, and Rabbi Yishmael permitted her to him.

At that time Rabbi Yishmael wept and said: The
daughters of Israel are beautiful, but poverty makes
them ugly. And when Rabbi Yishmael died, the
daughters of Israel raised a lamentation, saying:
Daughters of Israel, weep for Rabbi Yishmael. And it
likewise states about Saul: “Daughters of Israel, weep
over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet with other delights,
who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel” (Il Samuel
1:24).
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GEMARA: Was an incident cited to contradict what was
just taught!? The mishna is incomplete and this is what
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it is teaching: Rabbi Yishmael says: Even if she was
ugly and became beautiful, black and became white,
short and became tall, the vow can be dissolved. An
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incident occurred with regard to one who vowed DI NI9MI
against having benefit from the daughter of his sister,

and they brought her into Rabbi Yishmael’s house and

he beautified her....

It was taught: She had a false tooth [shen totevet], [66b]

which disfigured her, and Rabbi Yishmael made her a
gold tooth from his own money, thereby beautifying her.
When Rabbi Yishmael died, a certain eulogizer began
his eulogy about him like this: Daughters of Israel,
weep for Rabbi Yishmael, who clothed you.
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There was a certain person who said to his wife:
Benefiting from me is konam for you until you have
given Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Shimon your cooked
food to taste, so they can see for themselves what a bad
cook you are. Rabbi Yehuda tasted. He said: Thisis an a
fortiori inference: And what can be seen, that in order to
make peace between a man and his wife, the Torah
said: My name, that is written in sanctity, shall be
blotted out in the waters that curse, and this is so even
in a case of where it is uncertain if this will bring peace
between them. |, all the more so, should waive my honor
in order to bring peace to this couple.

Conversely, Rabbi Shimon did not taste. He said: Let
all the children of the widow die, and Shimon will not
budge from his place. In other words, the husband can
die and leave his wife a widow and his children orphans,
and let them die too, rather than have people belittle the
dignity of Torah scholars by taking such vows. And
furthermore, there is another reason for my refusal: So
that they should not become used to taking vows.
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There was a certain person who said to his wife:
Benefiting from me is konam for you until you have
spat on Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. She came to
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and spat on his clothing.
Rav Aha of Difti said to Ravina: But this man intended
the humiliation of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, which is
not achieved by spitting on his clothing. Ravina said to
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him: Spittle on the clothing of Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel is a great humiliation for him, and she has
thereby fulfilled the vow.

The Gemara relates: There was a certain person who
said to his wife: Benefiting from me is konam for you
until you show some beautiful [yafeh] part of you to
Rabbi Yishmael, son of Rabbi Yosei.

He said to his students: Perhaps her head is beautiful?
They said to him: Itis round [segalgal]. Perhaps her
hair is beautiful? They replied: Her hair resembles
stalks of flax. Perhaps her eyes are beautiful? They
are narrow [terutot]. Perhaps her ears are beautiful?
They are double in size. Perhaps her nose is beautiful?
It is stubby. Perhaps her lips are beautiful? They are
thick. Perhaps her neck is beautiful? It is low and
short. Perhaps her stomach is beautiful? It is swollen.
Perhaps her legs are beautiful? They are as wide as a
goose’s. Perhaps her name is beautiful? Her name is
Likhlukhit. He said to them: It is fitting [yafeh] that she
is called by the name Likhlukhit, as she is dirty
[melukhlekhet] with blemishes, and he permitted her
to benefit from her husband, because she did have one
beautiful feature, her fitting name.
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There was a certain Babylonian who went up to Eretz
Yisrael and married a woman there. He said to her:
Cook two lentils, i.e., some lentils, for me. She cooked
exactly two lentils for him. He grew angry with her. On
the following day, he said to her: Cook a se’a [geriva]
for me. She cooked an actual se’a for him. He said to
her: Go and bring me two butzinei, intending small
gourds, as butzinei are small gourds in the Aramaic dialect
spoken in Babylonia. She went and brought him two
lamps [sheraggei], called butzinei in the Aramaic dialect
spoken in Eretz Yisrael.

He said to her: Go and break them on the head of the
bava. Bava ben Buta was sitting as a judge at the
gate. She went and broke them on his head. He said to
her: What is this you have done? She said to him: This
is what my husband commanded me. He said: You
fulfilled your husband’s desire, may the Omnipresent
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bring forth from you two sons, corresponding to the two
candles, like Bava ben Buta.

2 Yerushalmi Sotah 1:4
MG Transl.

Rabbi Zavdiah the son-in-law of Rabbi Levi used to tell
this story:

Rabbi Meir would go to expound in the synagogue of
Hamat every Friday night, and there was a woman there
who would go and hear his voice.

Once, he expounded for a long time. She went to go
back home and she found the candle had gone out. Her
husband said, “Where were you?” She said to him, ‘I
was listening to the voice of the exposition.”

He said to her, Thus and such (?), that this woman
cannot enter this house until she goes and spits in the
face of the preacher.

Rabbi Meir saw through divine inspiration and made
himself as if his eye was bothering him. He said, “Any
woman who knows how to whisper for an | should come
and do so.” Her neighbors said to her, “Hey, you want to
go into your house. Act as if you are whispering and spit
inside his eye.”

She came to him. He said to her, “are you a wise
woman who can whisper over the eye?” From her fear
of him, she said, “No.” He said to her, “But if someone
spits in it seven times it's good for it.”

When she had spit, he said to her, “Go tell your
husband, ‘you said once [to spit] on him, and she did it
seven times.”

His students said to him, “Rabbi, this is how to disgrace
the Torah. If you had told us, we would have brought
him and whipped him on his bench and changed his
mind, and he would have reconciled with his wife.”

He said to them: “Should the honor of Meir not be like
the honor of his Maker? Just as the holy name, which is
written in sanctity, God said it should be erased by water
in order to make peace between a man and his wife - the
honor of Meir all the more so!”
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3 Yevamot 63a

When Rav was taking leave of (his uncle and teacher)
Rabbi Hiyya, (upon his return from Eretz Yisrael to
Babylonia) he said to him: May the Merciful One save you
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from something that is worse than death. But is there
anything that is worse than death? He went, examined the
sources, and found: “And | find more bitter than death the
woman, etc.” (Eccles. 7:26)

Rav’s wife would constantly aggravate him. When he would
say to her: Prepare me lentils, she would prepare him peas;
if he asked her for peas, she would prepare him lentils.
When Hiyya, his son, grew up, he would reverse the
requests Rav asked him to convey to her, so that Rav would
get what he wanted. Rav said to his son Hiyya: Your mother
has improved now that you convey my requests. He said to
Rav: It is | who reverse your request to her. Rav said to him:
This is an example of the well-known adage that people say:
He who comes from you shall teach you wisdom; You,
(however,) should not do so, as it is stated: “They have
taught their tongue to speak lies, they weary themselves to
commit iniquity, etc.” (Jeremiah 9:4).

Rabbi Hiyya’s wife would constantly aggravate him.
Nevertheless, when he would find something she would
appreciate, he would wrap it in his shawl and bring it to her.
Rav said to him: Doesn’t she constantly aggravate you?
Rabbi Hiyya said to him: It is enough for us that they raise
our children and save us from sin.

Rav Yehuda was teaching Torah to Rav Yitzhak, his son,
and they encountered the verse: “And | find more bitter than
death the woman” (Ecclesiastes 7:26). [R. Yitzhak] said to
him: Such as whom? [He said] “such as your mother.”
Didn’'t Rav Yehuda teach Rav Yitzhak, his son, the
following baraita: A man finds peace of mind only with his
first wife, as it is stated: “Let your fountain be blessed, and
have joy from the wife of your youth” (Proverbs 5:18), and his
son said to him: Such as whom? [He said] “such as your
mother.”?

She was aggressive and forceful, but she was easily
appeased
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(MG loose translation)

1 Rav’s wife would serve him peas
When he would request lentils
And lentils when he would request peas

And regarding matters like this they said:
“And I find a woman more bitter than death.”

Why so extreme?
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- Was it not because sometimes Rav would say to her

That he would come home early from the study hall

And he would come home after nightfall

10 And his wife would sit forlorn and wait for him

Until her wrath and anger would be riled up against him
And sometimes he would tell her he would be home late
And he would come before his time

And his wife would rush to and fro to prepare his meal

15 - and Not because sometimes he would hint to her

That they would eat together (along)

And he would come from the study hall with many disciples
And they would sid and enjoy

And this one would labor to serve them all

And they would move their mouths with wise and sharp words and in
the end bless God

And sometimes he would say that he would bring guests to the meal
And she would stand and cook and prepare a nice feast

And in the end he would come by himself

- rather because when Rave knew that his wife had cooked pease
He would ask for lentils

And he would ask for peas

When he knew she cooked lentils

And this one would be quiet and not say anything to him
She just gave him what was ready in the pot.

And the poor woman did not know

Why or whatfor her husband did this to her

Wasnt he her whole world and her whole work

Therefore she was bitter and embittering all the time

And she almost asked to die

And regarding these her friends said to her

“And I find a woman more bitter than death.”
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IV - How Can The Law Protect Spousal Dignity?




