
 
 

 
 

Introduction: Heschel's Biography as the Source of his Thought (Dror Bondi) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Passion for Truth (1973), "Introduction"    "The Meaning of this hour" (1943) 



 
 

 
 

Man's Quest for God (1954), p. 96 

In those months in Berlin I went through moments of profound bitterness. I felt very much alone with 

my own problems and anxieties. I walked alone in the evenings through the magnificent streets of Berlin. 

I admired the solidity of its architecture, the overwhelming drive and power of a dynamic civilization. 

There were concerts, theaters, and lectures by famous scholars about the latest theories and inventions, 

and I was pondering whether to go to a new Max Reinhardt play or to a lecture about the theory of 

relativity.  

Suddenly I noticed the sun had gone down, evening had arrived. From what time may one recite the 

Shema in the evening? I had forgotten God – I had forgotten Sinai – I had forgotten that sunset was my 

business – that my task is "to restore the world to the kingdom of the Lord". So I began to utter the 

words of the evening prayer. Blessed art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who by thy word 

brings on the evenings. 

 

The Prophets (1962), "Introduction" 

What drove me to study the prophets? In the academic environment in which I spent my student years 

philosophy had become an isolated, self-subsisting, self-indulgent entity… It was the realization that the 

right coins were not available in the common currency that drove me to study the thought of the 

prophets… In the face of the tragic failure of the modern mind, incapable of preventing its own 

destruction, it became clear to me that the most important philosophical problem of the twentieth century 

was to find a new set of presuppositions or premises, a different way of thinking. 

 

Susannah Heschel, "introduction", in: Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity (1996) 

Abraham Heschel, Niebuhr wrote, was "one of the treasures of mind and spirit by which the 

persecutions, unloosed in Europe, inadvertently enriched our American culture.... It is a safe guess that 

he will become a commanding and authoritative voice not only in the Jewish community but in the 

religious life of America"… 

In his introduction of King to the audience, Heschel asked, "Where in America today do we hear a voice 

like the voice of the prophets of Israel? Martin Luther King is a sign that God has not forsaken the 

United States of America. God has sent him to us. His presence is the hope of America. His mission is 

sacred, his leadership of supreme importance to every one of us."…  

In his address, King stated that Heschel "is indeed a truly great prophet." He went on, "here and there 

we find those who refuse to remain silent behind the safe security of stained glass windows, and they 

are forever seeking to make the great ethical insights of our Judeo-Christian heritage relevant in this day 

and in this age. I feel that Rabbi Heschel is one of the persons who is relevant at all times, always 

standing with prophetic insights to guide us through these difficult days". 


