How Many Children? The Four sons from Tanakh to the Haggadah and Beyond

1. Haggadah:

Miriam Gedwiser ~ Nissan 5780

What does the wise [son] say? ""What are these
testimonies, statutes and judgments that the Lord
our God commanded you?' (Deuteronomy 6:20)"
And accordingly you will say to him, as per the
laws of the Pesach sacrifice, "We may not eat an
afikoman [a dessert or other foods eaten after the
meal] after [we are finished eating] the Pesach
sacrifice (Mishnah Pesachim 10:8)."

What does the evil [son] say? "What is this
worship to you?' (Exodus 12:26)" "To you' and not
'to him." And since he excluded himself from the
collective, he denied a principle [of the Jewish
faith]. And accordingly, you will blunt his teeth and
say to him, "'For the sake of this, did the Lord do
[this] for me in my going out of Egypt' (Exodus
13:8)." 'For me' and not 'for him." If he had been
there, he would not have been saved.

What does the innocent [son] say? ""What is this?"'
(Exodus 13:14)" And you will say to him, "'With
the strength of [His] hand did the Lord take us out
from Egypt, from the house of slaves' (Exodus
13:14).™

And [regarding] the one who doesn't know to ask,
you will open [the conversation] for him. As it is
stated (Exodus 13:8), "And you will speak to your
son on that day saying, for the sake of this, did
the Lord do [this] for me in my going out of Egypt."
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2. m-D:2' ninv /| Exodus 12:26-27
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And when your children ask you, ‘What
do you mean by this rite?’

you shall say, ‘It is the passover sacrifice
to the LORD, because He passed over
the houses of the Israelites in Egypt
when He smote the Egyptians, but saved
our houses.” The people then bowed
low in homage.
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Context: Mitzvah of Korban Pesach

3. n:arnnv / Exodus 13:8

And you shall explain to your son on
that day, ‘It is because of what the
LORD did for me when | went free
from Egypt.’
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Context: Mitzvah of Matzah

4. to-1:a' nnw / Exodus 13:14-16

And when, in time to come, your son asks you, NN 2 7Y D Al (T)
saying, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to I"ZX NN DRT NN NKY
him, ‘It was with a mighty hand that the LORD DIXAN PIR RN T PN
brought us out from Egypt, the house of bondage. ‘D'TAY N'an

ny12 nYpn '3 'l (10)
When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, 1A 72 PIR D 1N7YY
the LORD slew every first-born in the land of TYI DX 102N DIYN YN

Egypt, the first-born of both man and beast. PIR'2 2T X 12 7V NnDA2 b
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Therefore | sacrifice to the LORD every first male
issue of the womb, but redeem every first-born
among my sons.’

“And so it shall be as a sign upon your hand and
as a symbol on your forehead that with a mighty
hand the LORD freed us from Egypt.”
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Context: Mitzvah of Bechor (sacrifice or redeem)

5. n>-2:10"Ma7T1/ Deut. 6:20-26

When, in time to come, your children ask you,
“What mean the decrees, laws, and rules that the
LORD our God has enjoined upon you?”

you shall say to your children, “We were slaves
to Pharaoh in Egypt and the LORD freed us from
Egypt with a mighty hand.

The LORD wrought before our eyes marvelous
and destructive signs and portents in Egypt,
against Pharaoh and all his household;

and us He freed from there, that He might take
us and give us the land that He had promised on
oath to our fathers.

Then the LORD commanded us to observe all
these laws, to revere the LORD our God, for our
lasting good and for our survival, as is now the
case.

It will be therefore to our merit before the LORD
our God to observe faithfully this whole
Instruction, as He has commanded us.”
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Context: All the mitzvot

6. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael 13:14
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(Exodus 13:14) "And it shall be if your son asks
you tomorrow": "tomorrow" may indicate" in the
present," and it may indicate "in time to come."
(Exodus 17:9) "Tomorrow | will stand on top of the
hill" — in the present. (Joshua 22:24) "Tomorrow
your children might say to our children" — in time
to come. (It is written, Devarim 6:20) "If your son
asks you tomorrow (i.e., in the time to come): What
are the testimonies and the statutes, etc.": There
are four sons: a wise son, a wicked son, a simple
son, and one who does not know how to ask. What
does the wise son say? "What are the testimonies
and the statutes and the judgments that the L-rd
our G-d commanded us?" — you, likewise, "open"
to him in the halachoth of Pesach — "ein maftirin
achar hapesach afikoman." What does the wicked
son say? (Exodus 12:26) "What is this (Pesach)
service to you?" "to you" and not to him. Because
he disassociated himself from the congregation
and denied the foundation (of the faith), you,
likewise, blunt his teeth and tell him (lbid. 13;8)
"Because of this (the mitzvoth) the L-rd wrought for
me when | went out of Egypt." For me and not for
you. Had you been there, you would not have
been redeemed. What does the simple son say?
(Ibid. 14) "What is this?" And you shall tell him
(Ibid.) "With might of hand did the L-rd take us out
of Egypt from the house of bondage." And he who
does not know how to ask, you open for him, as it
is written (lbid. 8) "And you shall tell your son on
that day, etc." Variantly: "What are the testimonies
and the statutes, etc.": R. Eliezer says: Whence is
it derived that if there were a company of sages or
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of disciples they must occupy themselves with the
halachoth of Pesach until midnight? From "What
are the testimonies, etc."
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7. Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:4

Rabbi Cheya taught, Corresponding to four sons did
the Torah speak; a wise son, an evil son, an
innocent son and a son who doesn't know to ask.

What does the wise son say? "What are these
testimonies, statutes and judgments that the Lord
our God commanded us?' (Deuteronomy 20:6)" And
accordingly you will say to him, ""With the strength of
[His] hand did the Lord take us out from Egypt, from
the house of slaves.' (Exodus 13:14)"

What does the evil son say? "What is this worship to
you?' (Exodus 12:26) What is this toil that you make
us toil each and every year?" Since he excluded
himself from the collective, accordingly you say to
him, "'For the sake of this, did the Lord do [this] for
me.' (Exodus 13:8) 'For me' did He do and not for
'that man.'

If 'that man' had been there, he would not have been
worthy of ever being saved from there."

What does the innocent [son] say? ""What is this?"
(Exodus 13:14)" And accordingly you will teach him
the laws of the Pesach sacrifice, that "We may not
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eat an afikoman [a dessert or other foods eaten after
the meal] after [we are finished eating] the Pesach
sacrifice, so that a person should not get up from
one eating group to another eating group."

And [regarding] the son who doesn't know to ask,
you will open [the conversation] for him first. Rabbi
Yosa said, "The Mishna said, '‘and if the son has no
understanding [in order to ask questions], his father

teaches him [to ask].
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8. Kili Yakar Ex. 12:11

“Even you blunt his teeth” - but it has
not yet explained what sets his teeth
on edge. . . . From this verse it will be
understood that because of this
Pesach offering God did for me when |
left Egypt and saved us from the
plague, and on his own the wicked son
will understand “for me but not for
him,” for if he had been there he
certainly would not have done the
serviceand then he would not have
been redeemed, but rather would have
been struck down with the Egyptians.
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9. Beit Ha-Levi Shemot 12
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10. Torat Mosheh (Hatam Sofer) Vayikra/Haggadah
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dialogue with him, as long as he is attempting
to mess us or his other brothers up. Thisis a
painful explanation, but exigent.

But there is also another message. The same
verse serves in the Haggadah as the
response to the wicked child and to the son
who does not know how to ask. Which is to
say, sometimes the border between the two is
blurry. It is possible to mistake one who does
not ask because he is not interested in getting
an answer, and one who does not ask
because he does not know what and how to
ask, about whom it says, “you open for him,”
and it is a mitzvah to bring him close. May it
be God’s will that we know how to distinguish
between the types of sons.
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12. Likutei Maharil
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13. Levush Mordechai

(Rabbi Moshe Mordechai ben R. Zvi Chaim Epstei, co-RY of Slabodka with R

Isser Zalmen Meltzer; founding RY of Hebron)
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14. Imrei Emes
(1866-1948, R Avraham Mordechai Alter from Gur, son of Sfas Emes)
NOYS 7W DIIYKY D'’ Kj7'1 NN NN
DON KN'X ,OY0N IRY'Y T NIZ'OX NO9N TNKX [N1'09N 'K (D"awNala V7 D'NOY) KN'N
120 N"'WN 7Y NITY (DY Y DN NIXNA L,D'09Wnnl DYZINNENITYN NN NI XD NN
N7XI1 (K XD NINY) 71090 7V MwNa KN'RTD 2NN DWUnY D'0SYN [N W' |P7'on1 NaY
DYV '72 D'PIN DNY W' ,0TRN 1197 71DX7 M1 Nyn [N7WD DN197 D'WN TWUKX D'0OYNN
DA NNXAL LN W' DYO NNl 'ID1ZRIY! IR [ D710 NINIRE [VYNY DD 2 XN
DONNI,L,07Y1 DYVNY K78 11D DYV N7an X 7 (T V' " TNA) XN'RTY DYV W' D'PINY
['720 'R R'N NNRN D7IR,D'PINN "MY0 17 17AaN'Y 110 D'OSYNN 10D O'PINN I'N'Y wUpan
NIDTA 771 DYLN YTV 72N NINRA NIXAN DR OTIPA DYPAY MY 1 D'RINND 'MYyL NX
N1 2u1,(M7Rwa 0"T X"7N) NNR NOWA RN'RTD DYLVN NI7ANNYT 7D INKX 1T MINKN
RN'NTD NXN XN NMIYRIN DIXAN ,NNENXA N0 ,NT N7 ''pnw Nixnn 2 'mn
N RINW NN D'72IX )0 WNKRI,DYL DIY 'R N¥N71 0'N0Y 771 Nixn 'oVIN (X V7 D'NOD)
N1WY7 DYV 12 Y'Y NOD N7'DNYT |'DIT NINMKNA 1770 NHXAN ['M"PNY INX 11,00 72
N7 17 MK NNK QX1 DONY? [F2'WNY NTELYAWN 7V 7081 NOSY (X Y D'NOD) RN'RT
NIXN T'N YYIN 72X ,0'7INN DYV DA 2'Un'7 NDT' )0 DYV 12 W' NOSNY INDY NOON
DYLN 2'YNY NN X 371,007 NIRTN NTIAYN NN NNIKA VYA DYON Yzan NJIYKRIN
D"awN "y) XN'RW D71 770 DYON W K7W 10D NIXMN Y7 XIDDngn LY DR NN
ANKN [M1'09N 'K DINIX DONY71,0Y0 WUAN7 K7W 120 177'9K NI7'9X (2 0')7 D'NOY
.DY0 Y'Y 11D NIP'ON NOON
* ko
NOYS 7W DIIYKRY D'’ KIj7'1 NN NN
TV N2IN VAN 'RTIA 0ONN L (DTAN) DrOSWNANIE D'RINNE NITYN NN IR KIN NN DN
['R TY R'N DNXN DIRY'Y KN [ARN 7R MIRXN X721 'Myar (21 07an) XN'R X701, D R
NN A7 MR NN 78w (0,0 A 'R D0D7N) 2ANOY NN N1*N1A KIN DDNNL,NY7ONI1 910
TXI YA'NIN7 DXN 'R T DX 7210 YWART,0MY NI 71y N72 nTw yniv 1% 117
DUPNNAL17 X717 107,020 2701170 701 121007 (210 DATan) XN'RTD 17N 701 DdNN
Nyt v ox (N"NN NN R"9W) 7TPT 2TTRN AR 'MIRYNAT NY2A (2 107'an) KN'RY NN
NXY |'X YWI7 YWD 770 D2 RXIN XIN 1NXY DX YA DONN WUROY KX ,ARN¥ND T 'R N
INTI NTIANQ 071D |'970¥NY N1A7N A (2 1 NINND) XNRT 7750 N2 72007 77 nOnx
NINTN NTIAYN NN NIRE DT AXN 'R YYD 728 QTR NTIAR 0NNEZ71 (2D 2 Nimy) 2T



How Many Children? The Four sons from Tanakh to the Haggadah and Beyond

Miriam Gedwiser ~ Nissan 5780

(2 N "7IN) XN'RW T 'DENITYN DN ONIR DONN LMY DR DNPN NNKR ORI TRIEDDY

S07 INIWI DY AN RIN NRT 7D DY YTI'Y DAN,NNNQD [AXY ['M'Yni DTXD NYTA DNy

* * %

noo 7w nIIUXY D'N! K7'1 NKR NN

(X ™ NLIO) NN'NTIINIK DA 2IP7 )X X701, 1'1'W DR NN NNKR QXI1EYYIN 7V DNNIX
NNIND 7W WAIWN KD . DNYN DX'Y' ,N09W X7X , N7 'M'1 NNIT 78Ny Xnn D721v7

N7RY7 DONN N7RY 2 217'NN 0220 10 17 'R 21w 291 1'K DT T2 DRI NYRIYND
N71,17 X217 Tn2 17 )2'wn 071 yan? 7aR DoN RIND YWD D2 ,N7RYN DYINN 11 YN
7 X721 DMnix

* * %




