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Leviticus 14:34
When you come to the land of Canaan, which | am giving to you as a possession, and |
place the plague of leprosy on a house of the land of your possession...
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Vayikra Rabba 17:6

“And | place the plague of leprosy”—Rabbi Hiyya taught: is it good news for them that
plagues come on them?! Rabbi Shimon son of Yohai taught: When the Canaanites heard
that Israel were coming, they arose and hid their money in their houses and fields. The Holy
Blessed One said: “I promised their ancestors that | would bring their descendents into a
land full of all goodness, as it says, ‘And houses full of all goodness [which you did not fill]’
(Deuteronomy 6:11).” What does the Holy Blessed One do? God sends an eruption of
plagues on this person’s house, and he tears it down and takes out the treasure.
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Leviticus Rabbah 17:2

A person says to his friend, “Lend me a measure of wheat,” and he says, “l don’t have it”;
‘lend me a measure of barley,” “ don’t have it”; “a measure of dates,” “I don’t have it.” A
woman says to her friend, “Lend me a sieve,” and she says, “l don’t have it”; “lend me a
sifter,” and she says, “I don’t have it.” What does the Holy Blessed One do? God sends an
eruption of plagues on this person’s house, and since they have to remove all of their
implements, everyone see and says, “Didn’t that person say they had nothing? Look how
much wheat there is here, how much barley there is here, how many dates there are
here—the house is plagued with such bad plagues!” Thus Moses warned Israel: “When you
come to the land of Canaan.”
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Kil Yakar (Shlomo Ephraim ben Aaron Luntschitz, d. 1619) on Leviticus 14:34

The essential reason [for house leprosy] is miserliness, as our sages teach from the verse,
“and the one whose house it is shall come forth"—the one who designates his house for
himself and does not benefit others with it (Bavli Arakhin 16). For this reason, God gave him
as an inheritance a house full of all goodness: to test him, whether he would do good from
his house also to others, for, “Mine is the silver and gold, says God” (Haggai 2:8). And
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everything that a person gives to others, it's not her own that she gives, rather it comes from
the Table on High, and that why she acquired it. Thus it says, “When you come to the land of
Canaan, which | am giving to you as an inheritance”—for “not with their sword did they
conquer the land, and their arm did not save them” (Psalms 44:4), rather the right hand of
God did so, to give them the estate of nations. And there is no room for the miserly to say,
“My power and the might of my hand has gotten me this wealth” (Deut 8:17), for behold, it is
God who gives you strength and inheritance, and if so, it is logical that you must give to your
people’s poor. And if you... are among the miserly, who ascribe their property to themselves,
then | will place the plague of leprosy on “a house of the land of your property”—that is, on a
place which you regard as your own property as if you grabbed it with your own strength...
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Claudia Card, “Gratitude and Obligation,” American Philosophical Quarterly 25.2 (1988)
The idea of a debt of gratitude seems paradoxical. If that for which gratitude is due was
neither for sale nor a mere loan but was in some sense gratis, what sense does it make to
feel indebted for it? How can one repay such a debt without transforming the transaction into
one in which gratitude has no place? What kind of debt is this?... The debtor paradigm
works best for relatively formal obligations. It presents problems for informal and personal
relationships... Contractual bonds are not the only ethically significant interpersonal ties... A
debtor may have cause to be grateful for the extension of credit. Does the debtor then owe
two debts? Moral bookkeepers may say so and consider that paying interest takes care of
the second debt. [But] then there seems no basis for gratitude...

A bond more coherent with gratitude and friendship than that of the debtor is that of a trustee
or guardian not under contract. Owing gratitude is more like having accepted a deposit, than
like having taken out a loan. In taking out a loan, | am extended credit. My position is inferior
to that of my creditor, in that | am subject to non-reciprocal constraints—at least sensible
creditors so arrange matters. By contrast, in receiving a deposit, | already have credit. | do
not have to prove myself; my judgment is relied upon. Deposits are a source of pride. As a
beneficiary, | can regard myself as the "trustee" of another's good will or concern. | cannot
literally return another's good will, but | can reciprocate it... In paying a debt, | discharge that
obligation. | am no longer bound to my former creditor; that special relationship is concluded.
By contrast, living up to informal obligations tends to confirm, or reaffirm, the special
relationship involved rather than to bring it to a close. As | live up to my obligations to friends
and associates, we become closer friends and associates. Our ties deepen, become
stronger...



