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Leviticus 11:8
Do not eat from their flesh, ot touch their catcasses — they are ritually impure
for you.

Leviticus 15:31

Warn the Israelites away from their titual imputrity, so that they may not die as a
result of their impurity, when they defile my sanctuary which is in their midst.

Numbers 19:13, 20

Anyone who touches any cotpse, a human life that has died, and shall not be
cleansed, has defiled the sanctuary of the Lotd; that soul shall be cut off from
Istael, for the purification waters have not been sprinkled on him.... Anyone
who becomes ritually impure, and is not cleansed, that soul shall be cut off from
the community, for he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord; putification waters
were not sprinkled on him, so he is impure.

Leviticus 5:2-3, 5-6

2 ..ot if anyone touch any unclean thing, whether it be the carcass of an unclean
beast, of the carcass of unclean cattle, or the carcass of nunclean swarming
things, and be guilty, it being hidden from him that he is unclean; 3 or if he
touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever his uncleanness be wherewith he is
unclean, and it be hid from him; and, when he knoweth of it, be guilty... 5 and it
shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that
wherein he hath sinned; 6 and he shall bring his fotfeit unto the LORD for his
sin which he hath sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a
sin-offering; and the priest shall make atonement for him as concerning his sin.
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“Do not...touch their carcasses (Lev. 11:8): Pethaps Istaclites (i.c. non-priests) are here forbidden from touching
catcasses? Yet the verse (Lev, 21:1) teaches “Speak to the priests, sons of Aaron, and say to them, none shall defile
himself for any [dead] person...” Priests may not defile themselves for a dead person but Israclites may; all the
mote 5o say may they defile themselves by touching a carcass. What, then, am I to do with “Do not...touch their
carcassesr” It means during the pilgrimage festival.

Other says: “Do not...touch their carcasses?” Pethaps if one touches a carcass they shall receive lashes? Yet the
verse (Lev. 11: 24) teaches “And to these shall you be defiled.”... Perhaps then if one sees a catcass he must touch
it? Yet the veises teaches “Do not...touch their carcasses.” So which way is it? Tt is optional,
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Now, one who putposely touches {the carcass of an animal] will get lashes, for he has violated a negative
commandment.
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‘The reason for the sacrifices for the soul that commits an unintentional sin is that all sins create disgrace in the soul;
they are a blemish therein, and the soul will not be privileged to greet its Creator except in a state of putity from all
sins. Were it not for this, the fools of all the nations would metit entering into His presencel Therefore, the soul that
commits an accidental sin shall offer a sacrifice, so that it shall metit drawing close to God who bestowed het.
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Although it is permitted to eat impure foodstuffs, and to drink impure liquids, the eatly pious ones used to eat their
food in a state of purity, and beware of the impure their entire lives - these people were called Phatisees [perwshin
“separated”]. This is a matter of extra sanctity, for it is a matter of piety that a person should be separated and
divided from the rest of the masses, not touching them, not eating and drinking with them, for separation leads to
the purifying body from evil deed, and purity of the body leads to the sanctification of the soul from evil moral
qualities, and the sanctification of the soul leads to the imitation of the Divine Presence, for it is said, “Sanctify
yourselves and be holy” (Lev. 11:44), “for I the Lord who sanctify you am holy (Lev 21:8)




Reality of other entities in the thought of the Ramban

The matter is that the honored Lord created everything, and then entrusted
the power over the lower realms o the upper realms, and appointed, fot
each nation in their land, according to their ethnicity, 2 specific star or
constellation, as is known to the asttonomets ... and above them are the
angels of on high, whom God appoiated to be officers over them. ... Now
the honored Lord is the God of Gods and the Lotd of Lozds in the entire
wotld, but the Land of Israel, the center of civilization, is God’s own
territory, set aside for His name, and he appointed no angel, officet, or
administrator when he apportioned it to his nation, who unifies His name,
the seed of his beloved.

... This is the secret of the matter: they used to worship other elobim,
namely, the angels — offering them sacrifices which were pleasing to them

Now, the Torah forbade the acceptance of the god-ness entirely, along with
all worship of them, but the Holy One did command that on Yom Kippur
we send one goat to the wilderness, to the minister ruling over the desolate
areas ... The intent of the “goat that is sent” (sa % ba-miStaleal) Is not that it
should be a sactifice from us, heaven forbid; the putpose is rather to do the
will of our Creator, who commanded us to do so, This is like one who
makes a feast for the lord, and the lord commands the one pteparing the
feast to give a serving to his servant. The one preparing the feast is not
giving anything /s the servant or for his honot; everything is really 7o the
lord, and the lord is simply giving payment to his servant, and this one
obeyed the command and did what was commanded for the honot of the
lord.

And now, know and understand concerning the subject of sotcery, that
when the Creator, blessed be He, created everything from nothing, He
made the higher powers to be guides for those below them. Thus He
placed the earth and all things that are thereon in the power of the stars and
constellations, depending on their rotation and position as proven by the
study of astrology. Over the stars and constellation he further appointed
guides, angels, and “lords” which are the soul [of the stars and
constellations]. ... Therefore, it is proper that the Torah prohibit these
activities i order to let the world rest in its customary way, in the simple
way which is the desire of the Creator.
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1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

2) Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at
childbirth bears a male, she shall be unclean seven days; she
shall be unclean as at the time of her menstrual impurity.

3) On the cighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be
circumcised.

4) She shall remain in a state of blood purification for
thirty-three days: she shall not touch any consecrated thing,
not enter the sanctuary until her period of purification is
completed.

5) If she bears a female, she shall be unclean two weeks as
during her menstruation, and she shall remain in a state of
blood purification fos sixty-six days.

6) On the completion of her period of purification, for cither
son ot daughter, she shall bring to the priest, at the entrance of
the Tent of Mecting, a lamb in its first year for a burnt
offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offeting.

7) He shall offer it before the LORD and make expiation on
her bhehalf; she shall then be clean from her flow of blood.
Such are the rituals concerning her who bears a child male or
female.

8) If, however, her means do not suffice for a sheep, she shall
take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt offering
and the other for as in offering. ‘The priest shall make expiation
on her behalf, and she shall be clean.

Petihta verse: “You bestowed upon me life and care; Your
providence watched over my spirit” (Job 10:12)

(1) R. Abba the son of Kahana offered three (parables):

(a) R. Abba the son of Kahana said:

It is the custom of the world that if 2 man holds a bag of
money and turns the opening downwatds, do not the coins
scatter? So, too, the fetus dwells in his mothet’s womb, but the
Holy One, blessed be He, guatds it {the fetus) so that it will
not fall out and die. Is this not, “life and care?”

(b) R. Abba the son of Kahana said another (patrable):

It is the custom of the wozld that a beast walks with its body in
a horizontal position, and the fetus is placed within the beast’s
womb in the form of a covered wagon. But a woman walks
erect while the fetus is in het womb, and the Holy One,
blessed be He, guards it (the fetus) so that it will not fall out
and die. Is this not, “life and care?”
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(c) R. Abba the son of Kahana said another (parable):

It is the custom of the woild that a beast has its udders in the
place where her womb is and her offspring suck at a shameful
place (TN ¥pR). Whereas 2 woman has her breasts in a
beautiful patt of her body and her baby sucks at a dignified
place (77122 OtPn). Is this not, “life and care?”

(2) R. Elazar said: If a man were to stay in an oven for one
hour, would he not die? Now a woman’s womb is at boiling
temperature, and the fetus is in the womb, and the Holy One,
blessed be He, guards it so that it should not turn into a [mete]
membranous bag, ot a placenta, or a sandal-like bag. Is this
not, “life and care?”

(3y R. Tahalifa of Caesarea said: If a man should eat one
pottion after another, would not the second expel the first?
Yet, however much food a woman eats, and however much
liquid she drinks, this does not expel the fetus. Is this not, “life
and care?”

@) R. Simon said: A woman’s womb consists of many
chambers, many coils, and many bands so that when she sits
on the travailing chair, she does not cast the fetus all at once.
There is a populat saying, ‘when one band is loosened, two
bands are loosened’,

{5) R. Meir said: The whole nine months (of pregnancy) that a
woman does not see {menstrual) blood, she really should (see
it). What does the Holy One, blessed be He, do? He directs it
(the blood) upward to her breasts and tuens it into milk, so that
the fetus may come forth and have food to eat.

All the more so, if it is a male! “When a woman conceives
and bears a male child” (Lev. 12:2)
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