By Your Blood Shall You Live
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Mekhilta d'Rabi Yishmael: Bo-- Mesecheta d'Piskha 5

"And ye shall keep it..."

Why did Scripture require that the paschal lamb be taken four days before
its sacrifice?

R. Matia b. Heresh states: Behold, it says "Now when I passed by thee, and
looked upon thee, and, behold, thy time was the time of love (Ezek. 16:8)."
The time arrived for The Holy One to fulfill the promise made to Abraham
that He would redeem his sons, but they had no mitzvoth to busy
themselves with in order that they might be redeemed!

As it says, "[T]hy breasts were fashioned, and thy hair was grown; yet thou
wast naked and bare (ibid. v. 7);" that is, nude of all of the mitzvoth. The
Holy One gave them two mitzvoth: that of the paschal blood, and that of the
circumcision blood, that they should busy themselves with them in order
that they be might be redeemed. As it says, "And when I passed by thee,
and saw thee wallowing in thy blood, I said unto thee: In thy blood, live;
yea, I said unto thee: In thy blood, live... (ibid., v. 6). " And furthermore it
says "As for thee also, because of the blood of thy covenant I send forth thy
prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water." (Zach., 9:11).

Therefore Scripture required that the paschal lamb he taken four days before
its sacrifice: for we are rewarded only through action.
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Responsa of Radbaz (R. David b. Zimri, 15th c. Egypt) 3:546

You asked me, On what basis [Mah Nishtanah] is hametz on Passover
considered to be different from all other prohibitions of the Torah, resulting
in its exceedingly severe treatment ?! [For] the Torah requires searching for
it, and burning and destroying it, and nullifying it, while the Rabbis added
the requirement to [further] search [e.g. in holes and cracks]...and to uproot
it from all one's property; and one may not see nor find [her own hametz];
and they prohibited it even in minute amounts...! Stringencies such as these
we do not find in any prohibition in the Torah...

Reply: Two things are said regarding this matter.

A) This is the only prohibition which combines three [severe] factors, to wit,
it is prohibited even to benefit from hametz, and its punishment is kareth,
and people are not used to the prohibition [for hametz is permitted all year
long]...

B) Furthermore, the prohibition of hametz is one which has the possibility of
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being released, for its prohibition is time dependant, in that hametz is
permitted after Passover.

And yet, T have difficulties with this second answer...and I am also intuitively
uncomfortable with the first answer, for is this prohibition more severe than
that of idolatry?! And yet we do not find that the Torah required us to search
out idols and nullify them...

Therefore, I rely on that which the Rabbis said in midrashim: hametz on
Passover is a hint of the evil inclination (remez I'Yetzer haRa), and it is the
'leaven in the dough.' Thus, one must totally chase it away, and search it out
of all hiding places in one's mind; and it is not considered negligble, even in
minute amounts.

This is true and correct...
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