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1, Haggadah
“And God brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched

arm and with great fearsomeness, and with signs and wonders."
“And God brought us out of Egypt:” Not by an angel ... and not by a
messenger, but the Holy Cne, Blessed Be He, Himself, in His Glory

Another interpretation: “With a strong hand:” Two [plagues]. “"And with an
outstretched arm;” Two [plagues]. “And with great fearsomeness:” Two
plagues]. “And with signs:” Two [plagues]. “And with wonders:” Two

fplagues].

These are the ten plagues that the Holy One, Blessed be He, brought
against the Egyptians in Egypt, and they are as follows:

Blood, frogs, lice, wild beasts, disease of livestock, boils, hail, locusts,
darkness, the death of the firstborn,

Rabbi Judah had an acronym for them: DeTsaKh; ADaSh; BeAChaV.

2. Psalm 78

42They did not remember His strength, or the day He redeemed them from
the foe;

43how He displayed His signs in Egypt, His wonders in the plain of Zoan.
44He turned their rivers into blood; He made their waters undrinkable.
45He inflicted upon them swarms of insects to devour them, frogs to
destroy them.

46He gave their crops over to grubs, their produce to locusts.

47He killed their vines with hail, their sycamores with frost.

48He gave their beasts over to hail, their cattle to lightning bolts.

49He inflicted His burning anger upon them, wrath, indignation, trouble, a
band of deadly messengers.

50He cleared a path for His anger; He did not stop short of slaying them,
but gave them over to pestilence.

51He struck every first-born in Egypt, the first fruits of their vigor in the
tents of Ham.

DrisHA INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH EDUCATION

37 West Gbth Street, 5th Floor = New York, NY 10023
212.595.0307 oumrw. Dinishaorg




nT 990 Y9nn .3

3. Psalm 105
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27They performed His signs among them, His wonders, against the land of
Ham. 28He sent darkness; it was very dark; did they not defy His word?
29He turned their waters into_ blood and killed their fish.

30Their land teemed with frogs, even the rooms of their king.

31Swarms of insects came at His command, lice, throughout their country.

32He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.

33He struck their vines and fig trees, broke down the trees of their country.
34Locusts came at His command, grasshoppers without number,

35They devoured every green thing in the land; they consumed the
produce of the soil.

36He struck down every first-born in the land, the first fruit of their vigor.

37He led Israel out with silver and gold; none among their tribes faltered.

4, Shemot/Exodus ch.4
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21And the Lord said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you
perform before Pharaoh alt the marvels that | have put within your power,
I, however, will stiffen his heart so that he will not let the pecple

go. 22Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: Israel is My first-
born son.

23 1 have said to you, “Let My son go, that he may worship Me,” yet you
refuse to let him go. Now | will stay your first-born son.”

5. Shemot ch,1
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Ruthlessly they made life bitter for them with harsh labor at mortar

and bricks and with all sorts of tasks in the field.

6. Exodus ch.2
11Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his

kinsfolk and witnessed their labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew,
one of his kinsmen. 12He turned this way and that and, seeing no one
about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand 13When he
went out the next day, he found two Hebrews fighting; so he said to the
offender, “Why do you strike your fellow?” 14He retorted, “Who made you
chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?

7. Shemot Rabba

"Do you speak/seek to kill me"It does not say "do you seek” but
rather "speak." From hear we learn that he pronounced God's
explicit name over the Egyptian and killed him.
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9, Avot 4:1 The world was created with ten utterances. What does this
come to teach us? Certainly, it could have been created with a single
utterance. Howevet, this Is In order to make the wicked accountable for
destroying a world that was created with ten utterances, and to reward the
righteous for sustaining a world that was created with ten utterances.

4:4 Ten miracles were performed for our forefathers in Egypt, and another
ten at the sea. Ten affiictions were wrought by G-d upon the Egyptians in
Egypt, and another ten at the sea. With ten tests our forefathers tested G-d
in the desert, as is stated (Numbers 14:22), "They tested Me these ten
times, and did not hearken to My voice.”

TR D an PR MOYYR 0P P2 M 20 M
DN DAY N MYUNI2 DYDY NYIApn mnny
MNOINY DNT PRI DAN NVIND 0Y22P0 DN

nho Haw .10

I DAY DN PN

10. Talmud Shabbat 88a

Resh Lakish said: Why is it written, And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day; What is the purpose of the additional ‘the'? This
teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, stipulated with the Works of
Creation and said thereto, If Israel accepts the Torah, ye shall exist; but if

not, | will turn you back into emptiness and formlessness.

11. Parallels between the Creation chapter and the Exodus

Egypt.

Creation
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Ay g o'ran Psalm 93

1. The Lord is king, He is robed in grandeur;

the Lord is robed, He is girded with strength.

DVBT-22,200 YIR-N NN, MM W22 The world stands firm; it cannot be shaken.

2. Your thrane stands firm from of old;

from eternity You have existed.

RPN D2 IV NV N X 3. The ocean sounds, O Lord,
.oy the ocean sounds its thunder,
. .the ocean sounds its pounding.

OV I ;O30 DPTN-DBIED PN 4 4 From the thunder of the mighty waters,
.nyw  Out of the breakers of the sea:

“The Lord is majestic on high!"

5. Your decrees are indeed enduring;

.0 holiness befits Your house,

O Lord, for all times.
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Rabbi Aba bar Kahane In the name of R. Levi: From the moment of Creation, God's praise ascended only from the water, as it states:
" From the thunder of the mighty waters" and what do they proclaim? "The Lord is majestic on high." God said, This [water] which
has no mouth and no speech praises me so, when [ create humans, it will be even greater. The Generation of Enosh arose and
rebelled against Him, The Generation of the Flood arose and rebelled against him.

God said: Let these [people] be removed and we will bring these [waters] back.

A parable to a king who built a palace inhabited with mute lodgers. They would rise early and enquire of the king by sign language
and other gestures. The kings said: if these who have no mouth and no speech praises me so, if we had speaking, intelligent people,
it would be even greater! He inhabited the palace with speaking people and they took over the palace. God said: Return the palace

to how it was previously!
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13. Rav Soloveitchik. Halakhic Man pgs 102-3

When God engraved and carved out the world, he did not entirely eradicate the chaos and the void, the deep, the darkness, from
the domain of His creation. Rather, he separated the complete, perfect existence from the forces of negation, confusion, and turmoil
and set up cosmic boundaries, eternal laws to keep them apart. Now Judaism affirms the principle of creation out of absolute
nothingness. Therefore, the chaos and the void, the deep, the darkness, and relative nothingness must all have been fashioned by
the Almighty before the creation of the orderly, majestic, beautiful world.

... However, the forces of relative nothingness at times exceed their bounds. They wish to burst forth out of the chains of obedience
that the Almighty Imposed upon them and seek to plunge the earth back into chaos and the void. It is only the law that holds them
back and bars the path before them. ... The sight of a tempestuous sea, of whirling, raging waves that beat upon the shore there to
break, symbolizes to the Judaic consciousness the struggle of the chaos and void with creation, the guarrel of the deep with the

principles of order and the battle of confusion with the law.
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