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‘What is God doing on Rosh HaShanah?

Source Sheet by Samuel Lebens

Eight Chapters 8:10

(10) This occasioned the sages to say that
all miracles which deviate from the
natural course of events, whether they
have already occured, or, according to
promise, are to take place in the future,
were fore-ordained by the Divine Will
during the six days of creation, nature
being then so constituted that those
miracles which were to happen really did
afterwards take place. Then, when such
an occurence happened at ils proper time,
it may have been regarded as an absolute

- innovation, whereas in reality it was not.

Rosh Hashanah 32h

Mishna: The second person to [lead a
service| before the Ark on the festival of
Rosh Hashanna should blow the Shofar.
And, on days when Hallel is said, the first
person [to lead a service] before the Ark,
should say Hallel.

Gemara:... From the fact that it says, 'on
days when IHallel is said', is implies that
Hailel isn't said on Rosh Hashana. Why?
Rabbi Abahu said, the ministering angels
inquired before the holy one blessed be
he, '"Master of the universe, why don't the
Israelites sing before you on Rosh
Hashanna and Yom Kippur?' He said to
them, 'Is it possible that [the] king should
sit on this throne of judgement with the
books of life and death open before him,
and the Israelites will sing Hallel?'

Mishneh Torah, Scroll of Esther and
Hanuldah 3:6

(6 And the Hallel recited on Channukah is
not the only Rabbinically decread
recitation, rather it is a Rabbinical
obligation every day that the Hallel is read
in its entirety. And there are eighteen days
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complete Hallel, and they are listed as
following: the eight days of [Sukkot] (lit.
"the holiday"), the eight days of
Channukah, the first day of Passover and
Shavuot (Atzeret). But Hallel is not said
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
because they are days of repentance (Jit.
returning), awe, and fear, but not days of
unrestrained joy. However, Hallel was not
[Rabbinically] decrecd on Purim, because
the reading of the Megillah is said in
place off Hallel.

. Mishneh Torah, Repentance 1:3

(3) When the Holy Temple does not exist
and there is no altar of atonement,
teshuvah is all that there is - teshuvah
atones for all sins. Even a person who was
wicked all his days and did teshuvah at
the end, we do not mention any part of his
wickedness, as it says, As for the
wickedness of the wicked, he will not
stumble on i in the day that he turns
away from his wickedness (Ezekiel
33:12). And the day of Yom Kippur itself
atones for those who do feshuvah, as it
says, For that day will atone for you
(Leviticus 16:30).

. Mishneh Torzh, Repentancell:é'

4y Even though feshuvah atones for all,
and the day of Yom Kippur iiself atones -
there are some sins that can be atoned for
in their time, and some sing which are
only atoned after time has passed. What
case is that? If a person violated a positive
commandment for which the punishment
is not karet and did teshuvah - before he
can even move he is forgiven, and
regarding such people it is said, Return,
backsliding childrven; I will heal your
backslidings (Jeremiah 3:22).If a person
violated a negative commandment for
which the punishment is neither karef nor
capital punishment and did teshuvah — the
teshuvah sngpends it and Yom Kippur

effects atonement; and regarding such
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Jor you (Leviticus 16:30). If a person
violated [a commandment for which the
punishment is] karet or capital
punishment and did feshuvah - the
teshuvah and Yom Kippur suspend it and
the suffering that falls upon him effects
atonement. And no matter how much time
passes, he does not receive full atonement
until suffering falls upon him; and
regarding such people it is said, Thern will
1 visit thelr transgression with the rod,
and thelr iniquity with strokes (Psalms
89:33). What cases are we discussing?
Cases in which he did not disgrace the
name [of God] at the moment of violation.
But someone who disgraces the name [of
God), even if he does feshuvah, and Yom
Kippur passes and he remains in his
teshuvah, and suffering befalls him — he
does not receive full atonement until he
dies; the feshuvah, Yom Kippur, and the
suffering all suspend and death atones, as
it says, And the Lord of Hosts revealed
Himself in my ears: Surely this iniquily
shall not be atoned until you die (Isaiah
22:14).

. Yoma 86b

Our Rabbis taught: Sins that one
contessed on this Yom Kippur, s’he
should not confess to them on another
Yom Kippur, but if s/he repeated them
s/he should confess to them on another
Yom Kippur, If one does not repeat them
and confesses again, scripture says about
that person (Proverbs 26:11) "As a dog
that returneth. to his vomit, So is a fool
that repeateth his folly." Rabbi Eliezer
Ben Yakov says All the more so that s/he
is praiseworthy, as if says, (Psalms 51:5)
"For I know my iransgressions; And my
sin is ever before me." So what should T
do with the verse, "As a dog that returneth
do his vomit?" According to Rav Huna, as
Rav Huna says, Once a person commits a
sin and repeats it, it is permitted to them.

Do you really believe that it is permitted
to them? Rather, I will say it appears to
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them as if it is permitted.

. Mishneh Torah, Repentance 2:8
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(8) The confession that is customarily NN AR YR 92 12 MY D ()

[said] by all of Israel, "But we have
sinned,,,", that is the essential confassion,
Those transgressions that are confessed
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on Yom Kippur, one must again confess '?IJ AR My 0" eI g D";"Z;l Tﬂ"'?!\? etk
them on the next Yom Kippure, even if he oan) R NN TV XINY 5

remains repentant, as it says, (Psalms
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51:5) "For I know my transgressions; and "
my sin is ever before me." SR
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