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Sllence, Speech and Theodicy: Job 182
Raphael Magarik, Tisha B'Av 5775

Alan Mittleman, “The Job of Judaism and the Job of Kant,” 25 and 35

The Boaok of Job presents its chief protagonist in two discrepant ways: Job the patient and
Job the rebel. Ancient Jewish interpretations of Job praise Job the patient and condemn, or at
least do not praise, Job the rebel. Modern Jewish interpretations, by contrast, praise Job the
rebel and scant the patient, pious Job'of the frame story. Job the rebel becomes a model of
sincerity or authenticity, a chief value of modernity. Job the patient and pious sufferer so
celebrated by antiquity is at best an ambivalent figure...

[The traditional commentators] continue to affirm a divine governance of the world that can be
disclosed by reason. All of them hold to a purposive, teleological universe, as opposed to a
modern universe of mechanical, material causation from which final causality has been
banished. All of them counsel! acceptance of misfortune as the appropriate response to the
divine plan. None of them see evil as a fatal threat to an ordered universe and a coherent

theism. None despair of theadicy. =

Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Poetry, 92, 105-6, 108

When we move from the prose frame-story in Chapters 1 and 2 to the beginning of the poetic
argument in Chapter 3, we are p!uniged precipitously into a world of what must be called
abysmal intensities. It is only through the most brilliant use of a system of poetic
intensifications that the poet is able to take the full emotional measure and to intimate the full

moral implications of Job’s outrageous fate...

The power of Job's unflinching argument, in the biblical book that bears his name, has rarely
failed to move readers, but the structure of the book has beén a perennial puzzle. It begins,
as we ali recall, with a seemingly naive tale... the prose of the frame-story switches into
altogether remarkable poetry... the prose frame-story then clicks shut by restoring to Job
health, wealth, and prestige, at the same time symmetrically providing him with another set of
children. This ending has troubled many readers over the centuries. Even if we put aside the
closing of the folktale frame, so alien to later sensibilities in its schematic doubling of lost

property and its simple replacement of lost lives...

..t makes little difference whether one regards the frame-story as an old folktale incorporated
by the poet or (my own preference, based on a few tell-tale indications of Late Biblical
Hebrew in the frame-story) as an old tradition artfully reworked by the poet...




Job Chapter 1

1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name
was Job; and that man was whole-hearted and upright,
and one that feared God, and shunned evil. 2 And there
were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 3
His possessions also were seven thousand sheep,
and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of
oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great
household; so that this man was the greatest of all the
children of the east. 4 And his sons used to go and
hold a feast in the house of each one upon his day;
and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat
and to drink with them. 5 And it was so, when the days
of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and
sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and
offered burnt-offetings according fo the number of
them all; for Job said: ‘It may be that my sons have
sinned, and blasphemead Ged in their hearts.' Thus did
Joh continually.

6 Now it fell upon a day, that the sons of God came to
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
came also among them. 7 And the LORD said unto
Satan: '"Whence comest thou?' Then Satan answered
the LORD, and said: 'From going to and fro in the
earth, and from walking up and down init.' 8 And the
LORD said unto Satan: 'Hast thou considered My
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, &
whole-hearted and an upright man, one that feareth
God, and shunneth evil?' 9 Then Satan answered the
LORD, and said: 'Doth Job fear God for nought? 10
Hast not Thou made a hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath, on every side? Thou
hast blessed the work of his hands, and his
possessions are increased in the land. 11 But put forth
Thy hand now, and touch all that he hath, surely he will
blaspheme Thee to Thy face.' 12 And the LORD said
unto Satan: 'Behold, all that he hath is in thy power;
only upon himself put not forth thy hand.’ So Satan
went forth from the presence of the LORD.

13 And it fell on a day when his sons and his daughters
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's
house, 14 that there came a messenger unto Job, and
said: "The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding
beside them: 15 and the Sabeans made a raid, and
took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with
the edge of the sword; and | only am escaped alone 1o
fell thee.' 16 While he was yet speaking, there came
also another, and said: 'A fire of God is fallen from
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heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the -
servants, and consumed them; and | only am escaped
alone to tell thee.’ 17 While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said: 'The Chaldeans set
themselves in three bands, and fell upon the camels,
and have taken them away, yea, and stain the servants
with the edge of the sword; and | only am escaped
alone to tell thee.’ 18 While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said: 'Thy sons and thy
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest
brother's house; 19 And, behold, there came a great
wind from across the wilderness, and smote the four
corfers of the house, and it fell upon the young people,
and they are dead; and | only am escaped alone to tell
thee.' 20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped; 21 And he said; naked came | out of my
mother's womb, and naked shall | refurn thither; the
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the LORD. 22 For all this Job sinned
not, nor ascribed aught unseemly to God.
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Job Chapter 2

1 Again it fell upon a day, that the sons of God came to
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
came also among them to present himself before the
LORD. 2 And the LORD said unto Satan: 'From
whence comest thou?' And Satan answered the
LORD, and said: 'From going to and fro in the earth,
and from walking up and down in it.' 3 And the LORD
said unto Satan: 'Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a
whole-hearted and an upright man, one that feareth
God, and shunneth evil? and he still holdeth fast his
integrity, although thou didst move Me against him, to
desfroy him without cause.' 4 And Satan answered the
LORD, and said: 'Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath
will he give for his life. 5 But put forth Thy hand now,
and touch his bone and his flesh, surely he will
blaspheme Thee to Thy face.' 6 And the LORD said
unto Satan: 'Behold, he is in thy hand; only spare his
life.!

7 So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD,
and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot
even unto his crown. 8 And he took him a potsherd to
scrape himself therewith; and he sat among the
ashes. 9 Then said his wife unto him: ‘Dost thou still
hold fast thine integrity? blaspheme God, and die.’ 10
But he said unto her: 'Thou speakest as one of the
impious women speaketh. What? shall we receive
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good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?'
For all this did not Job sin with his lips. {P}

11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil
that was come upon him, they came every one from
his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made
an appointment together to come to bemoan him and
to comfort him. 12 And when they lifted up their eyes
afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice,
and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and
threw dust upon their heads foward heaven. 13 So
they sat down with him upon the ground seven days
and seven nights, and none spoke a word unto him; for
they saw that his grief was very great.
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Bavii Bava Batra 16a
“For all this Jab did not sin with his fips.”
Rava said: With his lips he did not sin,
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With his heart, he sinned. NUR A7
Job 13:15 Jobh 13:15 VA 2K
Though He slay me, yet will | hope | Behold, he will slay me; | will Jin (i7) K7 707 10
in him; not hope: OIN 19B-TH DTN
But | will argue my ways before [ will even argue my ways

Him. ‘ before Him.

Mishnah Sotah 5:5

On that day, R. Joshua ben Hyrcanus taught:
Job served the Holy Blessed One from fove:
As it is said, "Though he slay me, yet will
wait for him (lo)" (Job 13:15).

And it is still evenly balanced

* will wait for him" or "1 will not wait for him"?
Scripture states,

“Until | die [ will maintain my integrity" {(Job 27:5),
this teaches that what he did was from lowe.

R. Joshua said:

Whao will remowe the dust from your eyes,

Rabban Yohanan hen Zakkal,

You had expounded all your life

that Job only sened God from fear, as it is said,

"A blameless and upright man that fears God and
shuns evl” (Job 1:8)

But Joshua, the student of your student, teaches that
what he did was from lowe?
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