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Dancing with God and Man: The Legacy of Moshe

Z/vi Grumet

1. Exodus 2: 11-17

11Some time after that, when Moses had

grown up, he went out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their
labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his
kinsmen. 12He turned this way and that and, seeing no one
about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the
sand. 13When he went out the next day, he found two
Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why do
you strike your fellow?”” 14He retorted, “Who made you
chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian?”” Moses was frightened, and thought:
Then the matter is known! 15sWhen Pharaoh learned of the
matter, he sought to kill Moses; but Moses feld from
Pharaoh. He arrived in the land of Midian, and sat down
beside a well. 16Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters. They came to draw water, and filled the
troughs to water their father’s flock; 17but shepherds came
and drove them off. Moses rose to their defense, and he
watered their flock.
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2. Exodus 4: 18-24

18Moses went back to his father-in-law Jether and said to
him, “Let me go back to my kinsmen in Egypt and see
how they are faring.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in
peace.” 19The LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go

back to Egypt, for all the men who sought to kill you are
dead.” 20So Moses took his wife and sons, mounted them
on an ass, and went back to the land of Egypt; and Moses
took the rod of God with him. 21And the LORD said to
Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you perform
before Pharaoh all the marvels that | have put within your
power. I, however, will stiffen his heart so that he will not
let the people go. 22Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus
says the LORD: Israel is My first-born son. 231 have said to
you, “Let My son go, that he may worship Me,” yet you
refuse to let him go. Now | will slay your first-born son.””
24At a night encampment on the way, the LORD
encountered him and sought to kill him.
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3. Exodus 32:26-32

26Moses stood up in the gate of the camp and said,
“Whoever is for the LORD, come here!”” And all the
Levites rallied to him. 27He said to them, “Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel: Each of you put sword on

thigh, go back and forth from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and slay brother, neighbor, and kin.” 28The Levites
did as Moses had bidden; and some three thousand of the
people fell that day. 29And Moses said, “Dedicate
yourselves to the LORD this day—for each of you has
been against son and brother—that He may bestow a
blessing upon you today.” 30The next day Moses said to
the people, “You have been guilty of a great sin. Yet |
will now go up to the LORD; perhaps | may win
forgiveness for your sin.” 31Moses went back to the LORD
and said, “Alas, this people is guilty of a

great sin in making for themselves a god of gold. 2Now,
if You will forgive their sin [well and good]; but if not,
erase me from the record which You have written!”
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4. Exodus 33:12-23

12Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, ‘Lead
this people forward,” but You have not made known to
me whom You will send with me. Further, You have said,
‘I have singled you out by name, and you have, indeed,
gained My favor.” 13Now, if | have truly gained Your
favor, pray let me know Your ways, that | may know You
and continue in Your favor. Consider, too, that this nation
is Your people.”...

18He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” ...

21And the LORD said, “See, there is a place near Me.
Station yourself on the rock 22and, as My Presence passes
by, 1 will put you in a cleft of the rock and shield you
with My hand until | have passed by. 23Then | will take
My hand away and you will see My back; but My face
must not be seen.”
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5. Exodus 34:28-35

28And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty
nights; he ate no bread and drank no water; and he wrote
down on the tablets the terms of the covenant, the Ten
Commandments. 2950 Moses came down from Mount
Sinai. And as Moses came down from the mountain
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bearing the two tablets of the Pact, Moses was not aware
that the skin of his face was radiant, since he had spoken
with Him. 30Aaron and all the Israelites saw that the skin
of Moses’ face was radiant; and they shrank from coming
near him. 31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all
the chieftains in the assembly returned to him, and Moses
spoke to them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near,
and he instructed them concerning all that the LORD had
imparted to him on Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.
3sWhenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with Him, he would leave the veil off until he came out;
and when he came out and told the Israelites what he had
been commanded, 3sthe Israelites would see how radiant
the skin of Moses’ face was. Moses would then put the
veil back over his face until he went in to speak with
Him.
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6. Numbers 11:1-15

The people took to complaining bitterly before the LORD.
The LORD heard and was incensed: a fire of the LORD
broke out against them, ravaging the outskirts of the
camp. 2The people cried out to Moses. Moses prayed to
the LORD, and the fire died down. aThat place was named
Taberah, because afire of the LORD had broken out
against them. 4The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous
craving; and then the Israelites wept and said, “If only we
had meat to eat!...

10Moses heard the people weeping, every clan apart, each
person at the entrance of his tent. The LORD was very
angry, and Moses was distressed. 11And Moses said to the
LORD, “Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and
why have | not enjoyed Your favor, that You have laid
the burden of all this people upon me? 12Did | conceive
all this people, did | bear them, that You should say to
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries an
infant,” to the land that You have promised on oath to
their fathers? 13Where am | to get meat to give to all this
people, when they whine before me and say, ‘Give Us
meat to eat!” 14| cannot carry all this people by myself, for
it is too much for me. 15If you would deal thus with me,
kill me rather, I beg You, and let me see no more of my
wretchedness!”
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7. Numbers 12:4-15

4Suddenly the LORD called to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam,
“Come out, you three, to the Tent of Meeting.” So the
three of them went out. sThe LORD came down in a pillar
of cloud, stopped at the entrance of the Tent, and called
out, “Aaron and Miriam!” The two of them came
forward; ...

10As the cloud withdrew from the Tent, there was Miriam
stricken with snow-white scales! When Aaron turned
toward Miriam, he saw that she was stricken with scales.
11And Aaron said to Moses, “O my lord, account not to us
the sin which we committed in our folly. 12Let her not be
as one dead, who emerges from his mother’s womb with
half his flesh eaten away.” 13S0 Moses cried out to the
LORD, saying, “O God, pray heal her!” 14But the LORD
said to Moses, “If her father spat in her face, would she
not bear her shame for seven days? Let her be shut out of
camp for seven days, and then let her be readmitted.” 1550
Miriam was shut out of camp seven days; and the people
did not march on until Miriam was readmitted.
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8. Numbers 27:1-5

The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite family—son
of Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh
son of Joseph—came forward. The names of the
daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah. 2They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the
chieftains, and the whole assembly, at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and they said, 3“Our father died in the
wilderness. He was not one of the faction, Korah’s
faction, which banded together against the LORD, but died
for his own sin; and he has left no sons. 4Let not our
father’s name be lost to his clan just because he had no
son! Give us a holding among our father’s kinsmen!”
sMoses brought their case before the LORD.
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