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1. Machzor Vitry

One recites the scroll of the Song of Songs on the Sabbath when that occurs during the
intervening days [i.e. chol ha-moed] of the Festival. (Gloss 1: But if no Sabbath occurs at this
time, one recites on the 7" days of Passover.) (Gloss 2: Therefore we recite the Song of Songs
on Passover because it refers to the redemption from Egypt; as it says, “[I have likened
you...] to a mare in Pharoah’s chariots “ [Song of Songs 1:9], etc. And the entire work refers
to the four exiles, if one understands [rightly].”
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2. Song of Songs 1: 9-11

(9) I have likened you, my darling,

To a mare in Pharoah’s chariots:

(10) Your cheeks are comely with plaited wreaths,
Your neck with strings of jewels.

(11) We will add wreaths of gold

To your spangles of silver.
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3. Rashi on Song of Songs 1:9

This “lammed” is like the “lammed” of (Jer. 10:13): “At the sound of (71p%) His giving a
multitude of waters,” and like (above verse 3); “At the fragrance of {7°7?) your oils.” At the
gathering of many steeds, for I gathered my camps to go forth toward you in the chariots of
Pharaoh to save you, as it is said (Hab. 3:15): “You trampled in the sea with your steeds,”
many steeds. There I silenced you, my beloved. I silenced you from your cry, as it is written
(Exod. 14:14): “and you shall be silent.” T saw this in Aggadic works (Song Rabbah). Another
explanation: There I demonstrated to all that you are my beloved.
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4, Rashi on Song of Songs 1:11

We will make you rows of gold: I and My tribunal decided before the arrival of Pharaoh that
I should entice him and strengthen his heart to pursue you with all the best of his hidden
treasures, so that we should make rows of golden ornaments for-you,

with studs of silver: that were already in your possession, that you took out of Egypt, for the
plunder at the sea was greater than the plunder in Egypt.

studs: silver objects studded and decorated with stripes and hues.
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5. Mishna Yadayim 3:5

A book [i.e. a Torah scroll] which was erased leaving only eighty-five letters in it, like the
portion of (Numbers 10; 35-36}, "And it was when the Ark was raised...," renders the hands
impure, A scrofl on which are written eighty-five letters, like the portion of, "And it was
when the Ark was raised...,"| renders the hands impure. All sacred scriptures render the hands
impure. The Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes render the hands impure. Rabbi Yehudah says:
The Song of Songs renders the hands impure, but there is a dispute regarding Ecclesiastes.
Rabbi Yose says: Ecclesiastes does not render the hands impure, and there is a dispute
regarding The Sang of Songs. Rabbi Shimon says: Ecclesiastes is among the [relative]
leniencies of Beit Shammai, and the [relative] stringencies of Beit Hillel. Rabbi Shimon ben
Azzai said, "I have a recieved tradition from the mouths of seventy-two elders, on the day
they inducted Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria into his seat [as head] at the Academy, that The Song
of Songs and Ecclesiastes render the hands impure." Rabbi Akiva said, "Mercy forbid! No
one in Israel ever disputed that The Song of Songs renders the hands impure, since
nething in the entire world is worthy but for that day on which The Song of Songs was
given to Israel; for all the Scriptures are holy, but The Song of Songs is the Holy of
Holies! And if they did dispute, there was only a dispute regarding Ecclesiastes.” Rabbi
Yochanan ben Yehoshua, the son of Rabbi Akiva's father-in-law, said, "In accordance with
words of Ben Azzai, thus did they dispute, and thus did they conclude."
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6. Song of Songs 2:5

Strengthen me with raisins (alt. raisin cakes),
Refresh me with apples,

For 1 am faint with love.

7. Pachad Yitzchalk, Pesach, note 6b

"Nothing in the entire world is worthy but for that day on which The Song of Songs was
given to Israel” [Mishna Yadayim 3:5]. Precise attention to this statement causes us to notice
the emphasis to be found in the words “that day.” This phrase suggests that the giving of the
Song of Songs happened on a known day. Behold, it is explicit in the writings of our rabbis
that the day of the giving of the Song of Songs was the same day that King Solomon brought
the Ark of the Covenant into the Holy of Holies at the end of the initiation process of the
Temple. The Vilna Gaon [insert full name, dates] explains that the holiness of the content of
the book of Song of Songs is rooted in the holiness of the cherubs (the keruvim), about which
are written “their faces toward one another” [Shmot 25:20]. They are entangled in one
another the way that a man and his companion are entangled [reference to 1 Kings 7].
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8. Exodus 25:20-22

(20) The cherubs shall have their wings spread out above, shielding the cover with their
wings. They shall confront each other, the faces of the cherubim being turned toward the
cover.

(21) And you shall place the ark cover on the ark from above, and into the ark yvou shall place
the testimony, which I will give you.

(22} There I will make myself known to you, and I will speak to you—from above the cover,
from between the two cherubs that are on top of the Ark of the Pact—all that [ will command

you concerning the Israelite people.
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9. Rashi on Exodus 25:20
"Their wings spread”: [This means] that you shall not make their wings lying down [resting
next to their bodies], but spread high alongside their heads, so that there should be ten
handbreadths in the space between the wings and the ark cover, as is stated in Succah (5b).
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10. BT Bava Batra 14b

And whence does R. Meir learn that the fragments of the {first] tables were deposited in the
ark? — From the same source as R. Hunta, who said: What is the meaning of the verse,
*Which is called by the Name, even the name of the Lord of Hosts that sitteth upon the
Cherubim'? [The repetition of the word 'name'] teaches that the tables and the fragments of
the tables were deposited in the ark.
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11. Genesis 3:24
And He drove the man out, and He stationed from the east of the Garden of Bden the

cherubim and the blade of the revolving sword, to guard the way to the Tree of Life.

12. Pachad Yitzchak, Pesach, note 7a

During the time of the pairings of the megillot to the times of the year, Shir HaShirim was
attached to Pesach. And this is related to that which we’ve already spoken about, that the day
that Shir HaShirim was given was the same day that the kerurvim were initiated into their
place in the inner sanctum. The established and standing relationship between the Exodus
from Egypt and the initiation of the keruvim is explained to us by the Ramban
(Nachmanides,1194-1270) in his introduction to the book of Shmot.




The Ramban writes that the book of Shmot is also known as the book of redemption, sefer
ha'geulah. But if so, what is the place of [all the writing about] the mishkar (Tabernacle) in
this book? Tt must be that until the Tsraelites returned to the level of their ancestors regarding
hashra’at ha shechina, the dwelling of the divine presence, they were not yet considered
redeemed. Only in that moment when the mishkan—about which God said, “and I will dwell
among you”—only when it was complete did the Israelites arrive at redemption. So the
construction of the mishkan is part of the book of redemption...This is the rule regarding all
the generations to come that no one is worthy of the title ‘redeemed’ until he or she has made
a space for the dwelling of the shechina. This space is called the Temple and this time is the
moment that the keruvim were brought into the inner sanctum, for this signaled the
completion of the initiation of the Temple. Only when the keruvim stand in the holy of
holies—only then—can the people be called redeemed.

13, Ibid., note 7b
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Behold there is an explicit and clear law that [every person must see himself ot herself] “as if’
he or she left Egypt.” This obligates every single individual to create a redemption of his/her
own, and no redemption is complete in the soul of the individual Jew unfil he or she builds
there her own Beit Mikdash (Temple). [As the famous piyyut (poem) states,] “In my heart |
will build a mishkan (sanctuary).”
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14. Exodus 25:8
And they shall make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell among them.




