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Introduction — Ways to Achieve Characterization in 7N

(a) Physical Description (Y2w-na, 1wy, Hy)
(b) Description of Inner Thoughts (MM Y [N ,) /R YRINY]; GOV MR)
(c) Actions and Speech (NT'PYN 719701 DNIAR)
(d) Names, Titles and References
Direct v. Indirect

Direct name change
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References, titles — which are selected?
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II. Biblical Characters with Alternate Names Used:

Jews in the the Diaspora often had both a Hebrew name and a non-Hebrew name.
For each of the following characters, what are the alternate names used?

(2) qOV, See NN:RN MWRI
(b) YRNT, See 1-1:R HRIT
(c) INOR, See 1:2 INOR

o Scan/think: Which are the names that are used in the continuations of each story?

III. Close Textual Reading of Esther’s Character

Esther’s Introduction and Character — 2 P19

1.

Read through 1-8 0’109 ,'2 p79. How is INOR introduced? Who is introduced first here,
and which character is actually important for the story in 2 p39? What is significant about
this introduction? How does this introduction influence and inform the readet’s initial
impression of INOR?

The description, (:2) "NRIN N230) IRA-ND NP is oddly placed between two facts
related to Esther’s familial status. This information is the kind that is often given when
female characters are introduced, but we would likely expect it to be given in relation to
Esther’s entrance into the harem. What then is the significance of it being included here?
How does it shape her identity?

INDOR is introduced with both her Hebrew and Persian names. Recall, or scan through the
remainder of INOR NYIN, and note what she is called for the rest of the story.

See specifically V3,0 p79. What is she called there? Why is this significant? What does it say
about her position vis-a-vis the Jewish community at that point in the story?

Esther’s Development Throughout T 0’979 and 'n

4.

In "2 P79 compare Esther’s behavior in 23,3 ,10 ,> D’04.

e Focus on Esther’s character with regard to obedience and passivity.

e [Vhy does she not reveal her origins in "> pr10a?

e DPay attention to the verb form in 10 P109.

e When is the first time she is “activer” Is this a change from what we have earlier seen?
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5. At the beginning of "7 P39 Mordecai again tells Esther what to do.
e Note the use of language in 'N P09, and recall %:2 and 2:2.
e What word/root is used in all three places?

6. How does Esther respond in " p109? What does this reflect regarding her identity and
development?

7. How much time has passed since Esther left Mordechai and married Ahashverosh?
(Compare 10,2 with T ,3.)

8. How, by the end of the P79, have the tables been fully turned? How is 1:7 a reversal of 2:2?
In what way does this reflect Esther’s identity transformation?

9. Mordecai had told Esther (a) to reveal her identity and (b) to beg the king; see N:7.
e What does she ultimately do? Does she shed her identity and her dignity? How does she
present herself to the King? See R:7.

e Which aspect of Esther specifically does Ahashverosh respond to? See 2:0?

10. What is the literary and symbolic significance of Esther standing at the threshold to the
throne room?

Question for thought

Esther’s character is undoubtedly changed as she develops and transforms her identity and
behavior. Nonetheless, all of it is still Esther just navigating what others want from her. Should
she do what Mordecai wants, or be the person that Ahashverosh wants?

Who is she really? Do we ever find out?
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