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Deception In the Exodus Story

1. Exodus 3

{16) Go and assemble the clders of Israel and say to
them: The Lord, God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me and
said, ‘I have taken note of you and what is being
done to you in Egypt, (17) and I have declared: 1
will take you out of the misery of Egypt to the land
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a land
flowing with milk and honey.’ (18) They will listen
to you; then you shall go with the elders of Israel to
the king of Egypt and you shall say to him, “The
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, manifested himself
to us. Now therefore, let us go a distance of three
days into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our
God. (19) Yet I know that the King of Egypt will
let you go only because of a greater might. (20) So
I will stretch out My hand and smite Egypt with
various wonders which T will work on them; after
that he shall let you go. (21) And I will dispose the
Egyptians favorably towards this people, so that
when you go, you will not go away empty-handed.

(22) Each woman shall borrow from her neighbor
and the lodger in her house objects of silver and
gold, and clothing, and you shall put these on your
sons and daughters, thus stripping the Egyptians.
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2. Exodus 4

(21) And the Lord said to Moses, “When you return
to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all
the marvels that T have put within your power, I,
however, will stiffen his heart so that he will not let
the people go. (22) Then you shall say to Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord: Israel is my first-born son.
(23) T have said to you, “Let my son go that he may
worship me,” yet you refuse to let him go. Now 1
will slay your first-born son.””
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3, Exodus 8

(21) Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron
and said, “Go and sacrifice to your God within the
land.” (22) But Moses replied, “It would not be
right to do this, for what we sacrifice to the Lord
our God is untouchable to the Egyptians. If we
sacrifice that which is untouchable to the Egyptians
before their very eyes, will they not stone us! (23)
So we must go a distance of three days into the

| wilderness and sacrifice to God as He may
command uvs.” (24) Pharaoh said, “I will let you go
sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness;
but do not go very far. Plead, then, for me.”
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Exodus 10

{7) Pharaoh’s courtiers said to him, “How long
shall this one be a snare to us? Let the men go to
worship the Lord their God! Are you not yet aware
that Egypt is lost?” (8) So Moses and Aaron were
brought back to Pharaoh and he said to them, “Go
and worship the Lord your God! Who are the ones
to go?” (9) Moses replied, “We will all go, young
and old: we will go with our sons and daughters,
our flocks and herds; for we must observe the
Lord’s festival.” (10) But he said to them, “The
Lord be with you the same as I mean to let your
children go with you! Clearly, you are bent on
mischief. (11) No! You menfolk go and worship
the Lord, since that it what you want, (12} And they
were expelied from Pharaok’s presence.
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Exodus 10

(24) Pharaoh then summoned Moses and said, “Go,
worship the Lord! Only your flocks and your herds
shall be left behind; even your children may go
with you.” (25) But Moses said, “You yourself
must provide us with sacrifices and burnt offerings
to offer up to the Lord our God; (26) our own
livestock, too, shall go along with us — not a hoof
shall remain behind: for we must select from it for
the worship of the Lord our God; and we shall not
know with what we are to worship the Lord until
we arrive there.” (27) But the Lord stiffened
Pharaoh’s heart and he would not agree to let them
g0,
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4, Exodus 12

(31) He summoned Moses and Aaron in the night
and said, “Up, depart from among my people, you
and the Israelites with you! Go, worship the Lord
as you said! (32) Take also your flocks and your
herds, as you said, and begone! And may you bring
a blessing upon me also!” (33) The Egyptians
urged the people on, impatient to have them leave
the country, for they said, “We shall all be dead.”
(34) So the people took their dough before it was
leavened, their kneading bowls wrapped in their
cloaks upon their shoulders. (35) The Israelites had
done Moses’ bidding and borrowed from the
Egyptians objects of silver and gold, and clothing.
(36) And the Lord had disposed the Egyptians
favorably toward the people, and they let them

have their request; thus they stripped the Egyptians.
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5. Exodus 14

(5) When the King of Egypt was told that the
people had fled, Pharaoh and his courtiers had a
change of heart about the people and said, “What is
this we have done, releasing Israel from our
service?”
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